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An Appreciation
A R. J. J. Kelso, who supervises the care of
Neglected and Dependent Children in On-
tario, writes us as follows:

“Farm and Dairy is becoming famous as a
“home-finder and certainly deserves the thanks
“of all who love children, for its voluntary and
“unremunerated work. On behalf of the Chil-
“dren’s Aid Societies of the Province, I wish
“to express the highest appreciation of your
“good services. The issue of Oct. 7 is most
“interesting and attractive.”

Thank you Mr, Kelso, The appreciation of
yourself and others who are rendering noble ser-
vice on behalf of the homeless little ones of our
land would be sufficient reward for any effort
the editors of Farm and Dairy may have made to
assist you in your noble work, were it not that we
have already been sufficiently repaid in the doing

of it. A good deed is its own reward. And then
Our Folks, without whose coor n we could
have dofe nothing in findin, for these
little ones, also deserve a lar on of the

credit for the good work dor

Land Question at Bottom

F()R a solution of the housing problem in
cities, four of the nine members of the Com-
mission on Industrial Relations, which recently
investigated social conditions in the United
States, recommended that—

Special attention should he given to taxation in

order that land should, as far as possible, be

forced into use and the burden of taxation be
removed from home owners.

For a solution of the agricultural landlord and
tenant problem, they found it necessary to re-
commend—

The revision of the taxation system so as to

exempt from taxation all improvements, and

tax unused- land at its full rental value.

" through

» solution of the problem of unemploy-
meni, they found after long investigation that
whatever else may seem to be necessary, the one
thing that cannot be neglected is—

The forcing of unused land into use by making

the tax on non-productive the same as on pro-

ductive land of the same kind, and exempting

all improvements.

In short whatever industrial question they
studied relating to social unrest, they found the
lad question at the bottom,

About Farm Commissioners -

HEN Premier Borden first announced that

a commission would be appointed to eny
quire’into agricultural conditions in Canada, a*
group of Ontario farmers were asked by one of
the government’s representatives if a certain
prominent pork packer would be acceptable as
their representative on the commission. It
never seemed to occur to this official that the
farmers of Canada would desire to be represent-
ed on the commission by men of their own call-
ing. Why, whoever heard of such a thing ! Where
could even one farmer be found who could
qualify for such a responsible position!

The average government official, even among
those elected by popular vote, does not seem to
realize that the farmer's viewpoint has widened
in the past few years to such an extent that the
farmer of to-day is interested in all phases of
the nation’s welfare. They forget that in the
organization of great cooperative concerns,
farmers have received a wonderful education in
questions pertaining to business, finance and
transportation.  They forget that the greatest
grain company in Canada, if not the greatest in
the world, was organized and is owned and
operated by Carfadian farmers, They forget that
through their clubs and granges, farmers have
educated themselves on social and economic
problems. Through these various agencies,
many farmers have been fitted admirably to take
their places on the Royal Commission as repre-
sentatives of the fagming community. What is
more, the organized farmers of Canada will not
be satisfied to be represented by any, except
such of their own number as they may consider
qualified for the position.

Mental Food

{ERE is @ vast volume of reading matter

entering Canadian homes that is unfit for
perusal by our boys and girls—and the old folks
too for that matter. The laws of the land hre
very stringent in safegunrding the physical food
of the race; so stringent that adulteration and
the use of poisonous preservatives is now prac-
tically eliminated. The mental food that comes
in magazines and books is Dot so ensy to mdt

and a

on the impure and the vile must be established
by parents themselves. Literaturé that is ab-
solutely obscene is prohibited the use of the
mails, but the plainly obscene in Fterawre is
not so great a menace as that in which the
“devil doth in shining robes appear,’” and the
vilest sins are suzar coated.

These thoughts have been suggested bv the
dasual reading of several stories in a magazine
circulating widely in Canada, and, we know, en-
tering the homes of hundreds of Our Folks,
There are many magazines in the same class as
this one, uccepted as standard and their place in
the home unquestioned. It was the wisest of all
teachers who said, “As a man thinketh in his
heart, so is he.” The class of reading that we
give our children largely inspires their thoughts
and, consequently, affects their character. The
reading matter that we permit to gnter our homes
should be more than merely harmless. It should
be uplifting and ennobling.

What the Farm Contributes
NDER this heading, we publish elsewhere ,
‘study conducted by the United States De
of Agriculture t Just how
much the farm contributes directly to the farm.
er's living. These studies were made in te
localities, répresentative of all seetions of the
United States, It was found that the averagy
annual value of food, fuel, oil and shelter pe
person for the families visited, was $120.74, of
which $91.97 was furnished directly by the fary
The average value per family, furnished by the
farm, was $421.17,

A person in the city paying rent, readily sees
the dollars and cents value of the use of the houg
on the farm. The farmer, we believe, scldon
considers the rental value of his home as an jten
to be credited to the farm, Similarly the cy
resident who pays out dollars and cents to the
green grocer, milkman and butcher, recognise
the value of this produce used in the farm homs,
more clearly than does the farmer himself. Boty
of these items, house rent and food, and on some
farms fuel also, should be considered in figuring
the relative profits of farming as compared wity
othe’ lines of business, The items that the fam
contributes directly to the living of the farme
may often swing the balancz in favor of the fam,

Farming with Little Capital
» Y brother and I have one thousand dol.
lars between us. We have had little ex
perience in country life, but we would like 1
farm. Our plan is to buy a dairy farm and stn
easy. We will need no hired hélp, as both of u
ure strong and huskv, Can we succeed ?”’

This letter lay on our desk several days be
fore we answered it. We did not want to dis
courage these young men. Neither did we wan
to get them. into difficulty by ill-advised en
couragement. Finally, we told them that stan.
irg out as they planned, they W4 not one chanee
in a hundred of succeeding on the farm.  One
thousand = dollars might be ample capital for
making a start on a grain farm, but it woul
not go far toward equipping a dairy farm, to sy
nothing about buying the land in the first place
We gave these young men the usual advice—u,
hire out with some good farmer and get mom
experience and more money before making ¢
start as independent farmers.

Farming is becoming more and more a capitl
istic business. Twenty or 40 years ago ma
stood a much better chance to succeed withot
capital than they do to-day, and even then it
was only the ones with unusual ability who s

, and they had to travel a road beset
many hardships and privations. The tendeng,
honver, is to forget early hardships, to ignen)

and the genen
advice of those who have succeeded to vo
men who propound questions to them such
are propounded to us, is to go and do likewis!
To all who have an ambition to farm, but
have limited capital, however, we still say,
slow. Better wait and get more capital,
with experience, and then probably it is

' visable to make the first start on a rented farm.

HEN we think of homes can we ref;

from adding a special note of respect
those brave wom'n in the Dominion who
seen their husbunds depart for the war and al
keep the home against their return? Many
the Canadian, Australian and New Zealand
diers are married. There must be women
loriely prairies, remote wheatfields, barren sh
farms, who “run the show” with little help,
even alone. News is scant, letters are rare.
watcher in England has quite to equal
gallant patience which pulls a woman through
experience like that.—The Spectator.
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