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So chapter xiii. 3-5 is not at all a precept to
doubt, to examine and call in question their own
Christianity, The apostle is shewing the absurdity
of their doubt of him, ¢ |f you want to examine
me, examine yourselves : you commend my minijse
try, because you commend Christ,*

Then he goes on to tell us what a Christian js,
He is a representative of Christ, just as much as
the tables of stone were the representation of the
law.  Only in that case the writing being with the
Spirit of the living God, not with ink, Christ is
engraven on the heart by the power of the Holy
Ghost, and they—known and read of all men.
The world ought to see Christ engraved on the
heart of a Christian, just as much as Israel could
see the letter of the law on the tables,

It is written on the * tabes of the heart,” by the
“‘ Spirit of the living God.” Thus merely out-
ward conduct (though there must be that for the
world to see) will not do, but Christ within, as the
motive and end of all we do,

There is a certain external respect for right and
wrong as the result of the Bible and professed
Christianity in these countries, which we do not
find among the heathen, But a man may be fol-
lowing lawful pursuits, and be all that is correct
outwardly and moral, yet if Christ is not the
motive, it is all good for nothing. God did not
send His Son into the world to bring in a negative
Christianity. There must be that result which js
worthy of the work. It must be evident through




