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celt and In our selflshueau, but that 
he great multitude of mercies we may 

recognize that hidden hand which is the 
source of all power.—Henry Ward
Beecher.

Many waters cannot 
And her confession : 
confession of love in all the world.

nch Ruth’s love, 
e most beautifulis9 th THE ( HOICK or BOTH.in t

1. it was a humble choice. She had 
nothing to offer but herself. She does not 
propose to bring anything that can make 
her of any worth. 8he pleads only for 

rmisslon to be to Naomi In her future 
all that affection and fidelity can

When Benjamin Franklin was United 
States Minister at the Court of France, 

an even- 
adies and

How much there is to be thankful for ! 
One blessing taken, how many are left. 
One Borrow entering a corner of the heart, 
how many blessings it has to crowd be­
fore it can find room. The true Christian 
Is always a thankful Christian.

on one occasion he was passing 
Ing with a company of literary 1 
gentlemen, and the conversation, turning 
on Oriental life, he read to them the story 
of Ruth. Charmed with its beautiful 
pllclty, with enthusiastic exp 
delight they eagerly desired t 
what volume the exquisite pasl 
written. It was not a little to 
prise and chagrin of these French 
and gentlemen t
tlon of Scripture that had elicited 
admiration.

Si
make her.

2. It was an affectionate choice. Her 
ist such

y son, give me
resslons of 
o know In 

toral was 
the gur- 

ladles

their

heart was with Naomi. It was 
a choice as our Savio 
make when he says, 
thine heart."

" MyUldIf gratitude Is due from child 
how much n 

great family 
in heaven !

He that preaches gratitude pleads the 
cause both of (lod and man ; for without 
It we can neither be sociable nor re­
ligious.—Seneca.

Many a man feels his heart dilating * 11 was steadfast. Orpah goes “back
his roasted turkey at the family 1? ^ .peop!e, and her g°d8 ’ 8he ,oves

Thanksgiving feast, who is guilty of no Na°ml !“ ? k'nd °[ way' h*} her affection
little growling and grumbling under God’s r *Ji?h “v!“? k,nd’ .Ske ®on"
providences during the rest of the twelve- ducted herself with kindness and tender- 4, jt was a determined choice. Lovely
month. His gratitude is very much like î1688 t0*'ard n®*" mother-in-law, but her and gentle as she appears, there was great

of those who worship God on ®°1“ld “j1 8J?nd the, t®,Bt td which it dignity and firmness In Ruth's stand,
day, and quite forget Him during the *!** Her resolution failed, and Jesus requires from His followers the

week ; or like the spasmodic piety of some m* ,ot 80 wlt“ Ruth- Her same determined and unshrinking choice.
Christians who are fervent for the conver- p®rhapB lesa lm* 6. Ruth’s decision was an instant choice,
sion of sinners during the “Week of ireful refiMUo^ît^M a 1 she asked for no «nie for consideration.
I rayer, but seldom attend any prayer- (ivine attachment » Qhe wno Hlo„ JV U»?* Her mlnd was made up. Her decision was
meetings after the sacred week has m|nded to î^wUh her” steadfastly Bett|ed Why should we ever he8ltate
passed. Periodical religion Is about on a a moment over our acceptance of the
part with periodical honesty, or periodical 2. It was a self-denying love, which in- Saviour’s offers ! 
temper —Dr. Cuyler. volved sacrifice. To start out wlih Naomi

meant not pleasantness, but bitterness.
before 'i?»?L?U|™r,,£!'VaS ,n°thlne An impulsive religion Is not always of 
and "Ü'■ great value. It 1. better to be Quiet and

Jj . a ”!9 undemonstrative like Ruth, and to have
die for the one ah. lo , ° beK' ready to the root of the matter In us, than to be 
die for the one she loved. ---- „isl„ ^ dem0BS,ra„ve',|ke Orpah,

in the hour of trial to fail.

more is 
of man

their earthly parents, 
the gratitude of the i

3. Ruth's choice was an entire one. 
There was no hesitation about the de­
cision she should make. There was no 

desire to carry some 
She made the transf 
and unreservedly. When the

our Father
o learn that it was a

lingering 
with her. 
self freely
choice of the Saviour is thus entire, how 
completely it opens the way for f 
duty ! How it settles all fut 
sions and difficulties with a single de­
cision !

of Moab 
er of her-

C-'HARAI TBRISTICS OK RUTH’S LOVE.

ure dlscus-

ihe devotion

8VOOB8TIVK THOVUHTS.
QUESTIONS.

What memory have we for our bless-

Hor-----
Is every day a

w may we express our gratitude ?
thanksgiving day for

Name some reasons why Canada should 
be grateful.

Why should the church be thankful ?

HINTS KOU THK LEADER.

Prepare a programme similar to the We. are
suggested for the last topic. Do not and num _ .

be satisfied with simply having a paper l,lfl,ienceB she faces the future with cour- 
read by some member of the League, but aKe 80,1 hoP®*»111®**- 
aim at having as many as possible 
Part. Turn the meeting Into a testimony 
service before closing, and ask everybody 
who has anything to be thankful for to 
tell about It. This ought to be a most 
Inspiring meeting.

us? 3. It was a courageous lovev 
severe trial it must have been t

What a 
o Ruth’s

ncy when she saw her sister-in-law, 
ad probably been the friend of her 

early widowhood, turning back again to 
Moab and leaving her alone with Naomi!

greatly Influenced by sympathy 
bers. Notwithstanding all these

Those who are half-hearted In their con­
secration to God expose themselves 
legion of tempters. Lingering on 
borderland, they keep within the 
marks of Satan.

When it becomes clearly seen that our 
heart Is fixed, the world gives 
spalr, and leav 
a man Is seen to be 
for Christ, antagonists will leave him 
alone. So long as he is wavering they 
will bring all their batteries to bear upon 
him.

constu
lthe

us. d!f 
in his stand

speaking
decided

WHAT RUTH CHOSE.

1. She chose the true God.—“ Thy God 
shall be my God."

2. She chose the religious path.— 
“ Where thou goest I will go." It is heart power and not any other 

force that is most Impressive and most 
enduring, even In this unappreciative

Blessed are the humble Ruths who will 
glean in any field of duty ; who if they 
cannot preach a sermon or write a book, 
or deliver an eloquent address, will cheer­
fully read to a blind grandfather, take a 

rx o * , flower to a sick child, or a loaf of bread
moo Dec. i — A mother's misfortune. Show how necessary it Is for those who to a suffering family.—Dr. C. H. Payne. 
T„„. 1ÏL1,1'6. , desire to be Christians to-day to follow
1UCS^'Dec. 3,—a mothers sacrifice. Ruth the example of this young

THE Ilk.WARP or VIRTUE.

1 Boaz praises her fidelity (chap.
Ruth ii). “It hath been shewed unto

3. She chose a religious habitation.— 
“ Where thou lodgest, I will lodge."

4. She chose religious associations.— 
“ Thy people shall be my people."

r>. She chose the good woman’s death 
;md burial—“Where thou dlest, I will

DEC. 8 LESSONS FROM AN OLD LOVE 
STORY: THE BOOK OF RUTH

READ IN THE MKKTINO,
Ruth 8.10-80.

Home Readings.

questions.

What lessons are there in this story for 
daughters ?

What of our example and Influence ?

Do I 
dence ?

Is my life such as God can bless
ly ?

HINTS KOR THK LEADER.

woman.
Wed.. Dec. 4.—A daughter’s unselfishness 

Ruth 1. 14-22.
Dec. 5.—A daughter’s toil.Thur.,

2. 1-9.
2, v.

<-tc. Ruth now begins to reap the abund­
ant harvest which Is growing for her in 
the Divine purposes of mercy, a harvest 
of which Boaz’s fields were only a part 
She had been faithful In that which ap­
peared to be the least, and now she was 
to be rewarded In that which seemed to 
be much.

life Include any self-sacrifice ? 
st the leadings of God’s provi-Fri. , Dec. 6.—Grandmother of David 

Ruth 4. 16-22.
Sat., Dec. 7.—An ancestor of Christ 

Matt. 1. 1-16.

KOR1WORD. This Is a fine character study, which 
ought to be very interesting. Do not be 
satisfied to have a little formal paper. It 

Leagues

The Bible Is full of fine love sto 
love of Jonathan for David an

-avid for Jonathan. The love of Paul 
for his people Israel. The love of Christ 
for all men, and so on. But neither In 
the Bible nor anywhere else that I know 
of Is there another such story of love 
told as the love of Ruth for Naomi, 
is as pure as gold and as strong as death.

The
Dav 2. A Divine recompense (chap. 2, v. 

12). “The Lord recompense thy work." 
Though she was a stranger In a strange 
land she was under the wings of Israel’s 
God. " Under whose wings thou art come 
to trust ’’ (v. 12). The wings of God are 
strong wings, broad wings, mighty to

Is a crying shame that so many ] 
continue this practice of reading pa] 
when it Is so easy to prepare an att 
tlve programme. Get at le 
persons taking an active pa 
meeting, and others answering questions, 
and joining in the discussions. Do not 
read a paper. Please do not do it.
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