MINERALS.

‘ he mineral industry of the colcmy has taken on a new im-
portance during the same perind. It was not un il 1886 that the
pqs:ibilities of an immense hemitit: iron deposit at Bell Island, in
Conception Bay, wer: realized, and two years later the Nova
Scotia Steel Company and the Dominion Steel Company were ac-
tivel . operating ihese beds, which have become one of the chicf
labor-give industries, employing some two housand men and pro-
ducing a million tons of ore every y ar, which, it is estimated |
yield~ a profit of a do ‘ar a ton. Situated as Bell Isla d is in one
of the most accessible of the B ys, and with n ea 'y "€} h of the
chicl centr_s of populs jon. the mi cs h ve become stan:l-by or
thousands of the fishermen, who a‘t:r the close of th: cod- atch-
ing in the autumu, and againintae spring before the sealfishery
begins, find employment in these workings at good wages, and

- hundreds laboc there all through the winter, in addition to which
there is a permanent fcrce engaged the whole year round. So
profitable is this industry for the proprieto’s, that the Government
bas just induced them to voluntarilv contribute a royaly of 7%
cents a ton on their annual output for the next ten years, which
will yield the colony $73,000 per anuum.

. NEW RAILWAYS.

The construction «f a railroad across the island—545 mi'es of
main line, with go of bra ches, now to be supplement.d by 250
more—opened up the vast untra: ersed interior to settlement aud
exploitation; called into being enterprises of considerable magni-
tude, atd disclosed latent ;esources peviously unimagined ; creat-
ed pew forms of trade and indus'ry ; and fac litat d communica-
tion and intercourse; besides enabling the capitalist and the work-
man to make the wilderness fruitful through the agency of the
mine, the tarm and the mill. At ihe same time the cons!ruction
of some 2,0c0 miles of telegraph line was 1i kingt ge'her the re-
motest ** outports "' (fishing hamle:s), and two splen id services
of coastal steamships were purveying all the comfo ts and conveni-
ences of modern marine \ravel to the dwellers along the 6,0c0
miles of seaboard.
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