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before. Great and terrible as their names, were some of 
the chiefs who took part in the war—Big Bear, Wander
ing Spirit, Yellow Mud, Bare Neck, and Man-Who-Wins 
were some of them—and there were many more with as 
strange and high-sounding names.

As soon as the rebellion began, the news of it flashed 
like wild-fire over Canada, and from all sides volunteers 
came, eager to fight for their country. For weeks and 
months the rattle of firearms and the terrible Indian 
war-cry was heard in the North-West, and all the land 
was filled with blood and tears. But in the end the 
rebels were beaten. Riel was taken prisoner, tried, and 
condemned to death for high treason, for he * did mali
ciously and treacherously levy and make war against our 
Lady, the Cjueen.’

With Riel were hanged eight Indians, and a few 
others were imprisoned. So ended what is known as 
the Saskatchewan rebellion.

With this rebellion, war in Canada came to an end, 
so that since then the country has found time and 
strength to grow great And thus we leave a united 
and peaceful Canada. From that June day, hundreds 
of years ago, on which John Cabot landed to plant the 
red cross of St. George upon ‘ the new isle,’ it has grown 
step by step until it is a mighty Dominion, stretching 
from sea to sea It is a nation within a nation, strong 
and prosperous in itself, and yet a part of our great 
Empire.

[The above chapter was written prior to the Great War, in 
which Canada played such a glorious part and drew closer 
than ever the bonds that unite her to the Old Country.]


