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INTBODUTTION

The growth of new •* ato anmnd ** ociety,*' «t

prcieDt, is omething formidable, for, in America,

emulation ia terrillc. It Is the motive power which

Providence neee for starting that actirity which both

am«— and alarma na. The child wanta more toys

than ita play-fellowB, the woman more Inxnry than

her friends, and the man more dollars than hia col-

leagnea. To hare morel Under the inHnence of thia

stimnlus, whicb nrgee each one or the New W rW is

going ahead, bnt the question is—whivhert Ac ding

to EcdesiasteB : ** The thing that hath b ^n, it . that

which still shall be,"—and if so Ameiici^ will have the

same ordeals that we have bay, altho. ^«j they will

probably take kes time, and t trwardf It will over-

take ns in on*- evolution. When it is covere4 with

dtlea and when It has plenty of money and men, some

Napoleon will lead It on to the conquest of Braall

and Mexico and unite all the continent undw bis

gceptre. It will have military glory, honours, and die-

tlnctlons and all the other baubles that we possess.

After this backward movement, which appears to be

necessary, It will shake off the yoke and rush on,

purified and Improved by the ordeal * oug^ which It

has passed, to the conquest of life by means of science,

self-sacriflc^ and love.

In the United States, the work of man Is more re-

markable than the man himself. The woman Is Inter-

esting though. In herself, as she Is the product of

Ideas, habits, customs, and principles quite different

from ours.

The political, as well as thct ordinary. Immigrants

ftmnd the struggle barsh and painful, and in this

struggle they were most efficaciously helped by tbelr

women. While the men were conquering territories,


