
A. Sunday of the Saw Du«t TraU?
Where? When the Great Charter had
to be "wrested" from the unwllUns
hand of an unwilling monarch, where
were "the above," "the foregoing." and
the individuals "named," respectively?

The real truth, good bishop, is, that

these folks had not yet been born.

The Great Charter "saw daylight for

the first time in the year 1215. They
were all Roman Catholics then, just

as we all might have been Roman
CathuUc now, if the pre-reformatiort

believers had only been real good and
behaved themselves. They were all

Roman Catholics then. Even Klnff

John, himself, was a Roman Catholic.

Not a very good one, of course, but no-

body ever called him a "Protestant.

But speaking seriously, those Roman
Catholic barons, bishop or no bishop,

were inspired by the Protestant spirit.

The Magna Charta enshrines a pro-

test, sublime, glorious and imperlaH

The spirit which dares to protest is

the hope of the world.

But our own Archbishop Langevtn,

whose acquaintance I own and whose

friendship I crave, was also among
the speakers, and in his address be-

fore the representatives of the Roman
Catholicism of Western Canada he

made the rather startling statement

that: "No historian of value will re-

fuse to admit that the papacy has

done more good for humanity than any
other Institution in the world. There

was no wine drank at that great ban-

quet, and for that noble example or

sob'rletv we are thankful and not

lacking m appreciation, but they dealt

in superlatives nevertheless. The
archbishop's statement, however, is a
skillful one.

Who would care to deny that the

Roman Catholic church has accom-
plished great good in its history? Who
would dare to deny that the Roman
Catholic church is doing mucl: good

today? Could a church which has

spread its sheltering wings over the

saints of a thousand years fail of

deeds of good charity and tender ser-

vice' No other Chritian church has

ever had the prolonged opportunities

for doing good as the Roman Catho-

lic church; but If the good natured
archbishop of St. Boniface had ven-

tured to reverse his statement, he
might have uttered v/ords equally true.

namelv, "No historian of value will

refuse to admit that the papai y has
done more evil against humanity thnn

anv other Institution In the world."

One statement is about as accurate

and reliable as the other. If mv
friend, the archbishop, finds en.lovment

bv indulging In swoeplni? Ereneraliza-

tlons. he opens the door for counter
assertions, of the same sort. Tho
truth Is that the history of Roman
Catholicism presents a strange admix-
ture of evil and good. Tm.-ipinr' tr--

=

Leckv the historian W not exaggerai
Ing when he says that "the Church
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