14 BIOGRAPHICAL ESSAYS

about $30,000 a year, ‘which,’ he says, ‘is but bread,
and scarce at that’; and when we contemplate the
50 lb. calomel and 1000 0zs. quinine which they swal-
low, it reminds one of Falstaff’s bill of fare: ‘But one
half-penny worth of bread to this intolerable deal of
sack.’

There is a very clever discussion on the question,
much debated at that time, of the use of anaesthetics in
labour. The following is a good extract :

‘It is truly humiliating to science to have to stop and
rest upon her course until the dullness of the clergy can
frame an excuse for an obvious truth—to see such a man
as Dr. Simpson, of Edinburgh, stopping in the midst of
his labour, to chop logic by the wayside, like a monk
of the fifteenth century, to endeavour to prove a truth
at midday, by argument, which he had proven by prac-
tice in the morning, and thereby running at least a risk
of losing by night what he had earned through the day.
Let us examine in plain English his new translation of
the Hebrew authority for the use of chloroform and see
if in getting one dent out of his turtle’s egg, he does not
put another in.’
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At the head of the article by Dr. Bassett in the
second volume of Fenner's Reports stands the quota-
tion, ‘ Celsus thought it better, in doubtful cases, to try
a doubtful remedy, than none at all’!; which he quotes
only to condemn in the following vigorous style :

‘In_giving my individual experience and opinions,
I desire to censure none. In such cases the best in-
formed fear the most, and experience but renders us

charitable. I will therefore only say that I have been
fortunate, in my own practice, in reversing the aphorism

! ¢ Satius est enim anceps auxilium experiri quam nullum.’
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