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an end to the alliance. In the next reign

the Emperor Henry VI planned, with

the help of the Serbs, to conquer the

Byzantine Empire. But again death

took the Emperor before the plans were

completed.

Another notable act of Stephen's was

his attack on the Greek provinces as an

ally of the King of Hungary. Stephen

Nemanya assumed the double-eagle as

the insignia of his dignity, but though

he founded the first real Kingdom of

Serbia, and was called King, he was
never crowned.

Toward the close of his distinguished

career, in 1196, weary of the world, he

withdrew to the Monastery Hclinder on

Mt. Athos, where years before his

youngest son Rastko had retired.

Stephen died after three years of mo-

nastic life. The historic records of

Serbia begin with his reign.

Rastko, known in the Church as Sava

and afterwards canonized, was a man of

active temperament — a statesman as


