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All uvcruirc nnmiiil prpcipitatiou ol 1.' to 20 inphos, it is still well suited tc> tlio frrowth
of all cultivatt'il plants pommoii to this ci.tintry, with the possihlc cxpi ptinii of the
larger fruits, such as apples, etc. One characteristic of the c'iimitc which is

extremely favourable to (,'rowth conilitions is that 75 per eeiit of tlie precipitation
takes place duriiijr the six nionths from April to Septemher.

Salionalify of SvlHcrs in ViiinUii of Counlrii Examined.— Vr«m Ste. Anne,
south and east to the rnitol States boundary, the settlers are iiear'y all French and
French half-l.reed.s. Alon- tlio Whitemouth and Birch rivers south of the (Jrand
Trunk Pacific railway the land is occupied exclusively liy (Jalicians, Hutheniana
and Poles. The country in the vicinity of Whitemouth is a Ocmuin settlement,
while St. Oeorpe. on the Winnipeg' river, is [Hiiplcd altojretlier hy FreiK-h Canadians
who settled there about 1HS7.

Clasxitirafion of Coiiiilnj.—This re-rion may be divided into three distinct dis-
tricts according to soil conditions and the concomitant timber eonditions. These are
as follows:

—

I. Prairie Ueftion.

II. Transition Area.

III. Laurentian Hej^ion.

PKAIUIK KIKilON.

I'uiiniirapliii ami Dniinaijc.—Aii shown on the maii. the eastern bonnilary of the
prairie lies approximately in the vicinity of the Hrolionhead river. From here the
prairie stretclies westward. Aioiifr its eastern edsre it is slifrlitly rolling;, but it

rapidly levels down, formiiifr part of the irreat inland plain. Tlie plains are drained
by rivers and creeks decidedly h>s numerous than in the roufrh rolliiifr I-aurentian
country, and ditTeriiiff frcjm them in their almost impen-eptible curn-nt and meander-
iiif,' course. The valley.s of the.se streams vary in wi<lth and depth accordinj.' to the
size of the streams, while the banks are u-ually steep and clean cut.

tifiilnmi iiiiil Soil.—The prairies are underlniil with bids of .sand.st • and lime-
stone deposited in the yreat inland sea during' the Cretaceous peri(pd. Coveriuf;' this
is a m.antle uf boulder-clay and irravel, whii'h was formeil durin;r the Ice Ape. when
that preat placier slowly moved southward, sjrriiulinp down hills, scoopiiiir uut hollows
and depositiufT the ac<piired till when its projrress was retarded by the teuiperinfr
of the climate.

The top la.ver of sand and clay, which is the subs..il of this district, was then
formed by the overworkiiifr of thes<' bouldi'r-clays. As the fjreat srlaeicr receded, a
lariie body of water (Lake A^tassiz) was formed aloiif; its front, which covered the
greater part of ^[anitoba and a larfre part of .Minnesota. Through the action of
riinnin<r water these boulder-clays were sorti'd and then deposited in the quiet waters
of that lake as pravel, sand and clay. The essential or distiuguishinfir I'hiiracteristic

of the prairie soils ia the larpre proportion of ve}ietabl(^ matter and the concomitant
nitroffen which they possess. This is due to the irrowtli, fall an<l de<'ay "f the rank
vefjrctation, which floiirislu>d there for many generations.

The inestinnd)le value of the prairies as an agricultural resource is known th«
world over, and need not lie dwelt on here.
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