
LETHBRIDOE CONFERENCE ON MORE AND BETTER WATER SUPPl'v

lliiiiK aliDiit tli<! i)osNil)iliii,.> i)f lor ar
illK water by (livlniiii; he had licrri

liailliiiK water long onoiifcli ami If tlieii^

was anything to It he waiiliMl to tiiicl

out. K. L. r^anclornli. water servire
enKip-.;r ot the C.I'.U . WliiiiipoK.
-'..ripii the (lIsnisHloii by a verv able
paprr III whbli he tolil of wliat the
'Oiiiimiiy was doliiK in the way ol
IfstliiK for water supplies for ojiern
tloii. lie (lopendeil iiioslly. he said,
nil f;eol()Ki(aI Inform, il. ,t\. but he nave
'he .\Iaii:ilie. 1 U'at.-r lliviiier, a ina-
ihliie which works on some priiuiple
that electrical attraitlon water holds
lor a <ertain needle, (red It for lieint;
about Sf) por rent, efflrient After his
paper a Reneral discussion took plai e
iti whicn the fanners present save
their exiierlences in drillinx for water.
Mr. Isaacs, wlio lives northwest of
the city, said ho had had such a ma
chine which Is now In the possession
of the department of puMli work at
Kdnionton and that out of ten wells lie
liad located, water had been struck in
"iKht of tl'pm. and in the other two
lie didn't think they had draierl deep
ennufih. Hut Mr. Smith, of the IMM!
department of natural resourrcs, who
had had a certain amount of super
vKsion over the drilllnp of more tlian
six hundred wells in all iiarts of the
west, said they had sui h a nia< liliie

In thplr office In CalRary and it didn't
<how ai:y efUcieney whatever. Mr
I harlesworth said his department had
sent their machine away to be re
paired, and had just got it tiack. bur
intended to Rive it a jrood test Ibis
vear.

However, tlie trend oi tlie dis.us-
siori seemed to indicate that no effic-
ient water diviner had ever been
found, and it was better not to put
much dependence on them where deej)
drilliuR was to be undertaken.
The discussion brought out that

certain plants, the name of which
none or those experienced witli tliem
knew. Indicated the almost unfailing
prc.'^ence of water close to the surface.
Thi^ plant Is ot an onion-like varietv
with r. small burr at thi! top, and it

lan be detected by the fact that it
is Kreen when other veRetation In tlie
vic:nity is dried up. S. S. Dunham
and others had had good practical
results rroni noting the presence of
I his weed, and the chairman asked
the government officials jiresent to se-

cure more nuitioii and to liaM
botanists of tneir depiimn. nis under
take some reseanh work .Inrii: thi<
line.

Tlie aftiltMM.i sesM.iii dosed witli
a paper bv ,\. V. While, water pown
eii>,'llieer of tlie commission of 1 onsei
vatlon. in whii li .Mr. White issued a
warniiit; against the waste of under
g'oiind waters, especially in Southern
.Mberta where a large :irtisiaii well
area has been discoMreil. Mr. deilar-
erl that our undeigroiind waters ,iic
the basis of ail our resources, and
must be conserved. lli- advocated
that a law. similar to one in effect
in South Dakota, be enacted making
It an offense to allow an artesian well
to Mow iiiifappe,! or without valves to
regulate the (low. In some of the
states of the union the water supplies
underground had been seriously de
pleted until the government " took
aition. .Mr. While's aildress brought
forth a resolution dealing with th,'
inobleni.

At the evening session, wnicli was
held in the auditorium of the Central
school, M. M. Seymour, .\l I)., D.IMI .

conimissioner for public lieallh f„i the
province of Saskatchewan, gave a
very excellent illustrated lecture on
water for farmers ami small com-
miinltles. After dealiag with meth-
ods of Ruardiiig against pollution of
water supplies. Dr. Seymour hiunch
ed into a subject on which he is an
auihority the conservation of rain
water from roofs of farm buildings
Me declared that millions of tons of
wat(r are allowed to go to waste an
iiually on the jilains of Western Can-
ada through failure of our farmers to
reiognize the possibilities of this
scheme. This is a waste which <an
be overcome at a comparatively low
cost, ai." one of the problems of the
farmer ibl be solved, at least in
part, b.\ .Mowing sm h a course. Dr
Seymou. hi... written a |<amphlet on
this subject, giving tlie di-tails of tb.
plan, and this will appear in The Hei-
aid at an early date.

At the evening meeting also, F. II
I'eters gave a paper on watcT stills
and water filters, and with samples
of various stills and filters, showt
what could be done on the ordinarv
farm In a practical wav to overcome
the threat against public health
through the drinking of impure water.


