Yugoslavia’s

* future in world
7 closely tied
-+ -to post-Tito
| - stability -

22 International Perspectives January/February 1979

tnes to try ‘1o f’Yugoslawa S

parts, or will the world situation, and

Yugoslavia’s own internal problems, prove -

overwhelming? More ‘precisely, is Yugos-

lavia’s return to the Soviet bloc, in an-

ideological — or any other — sense, im-
minent, despite its .own predilection for
nonalignment? The answers to these ques-
tions depend, of course, on what Soviet
intentions are towards Yugoslavia in the
post-Tito era.

The question of Yugoslowas future
in world affairs.is closely tied o the degree
of internal stability Yugoslavia can main-
tain after Tito — the major unifying force
in « the country — departs. The Soviet
Union, which most Yugoslavs consider to
be the real threat to 'an independent
Yugoslavia, might welcome a reawakening
of nationality. problems in the post-Tito
era. Such a situation could allow it in-
fluence over Yugoslavia’s development.
Conservative forces in Yugoslavia itself
might welcome this if they believed that

‘the U.S.S.R. was the only country that

could protect Yugoslavia’s Communist re-
gime against a liberalizing trend and its
federal system against too rapid a move-
ment . towards confederation (trends of
the 1960s that could again rise should
over-enthusiastic reformers and nation-
alists gain sufficient power).

"~ It seems more likely, however, that
the long-term Soviet interest would not
be in a break-up of Yugoslavia (though
the Soviet Union has been accused of
intriguing with Croatian nationalists, Bul-
garians over Macedonia, and pro-Soviet
groups within Yugoslavia itself). The
Soviet Union would probably prefer a
weak but unified Yugoslavia. Such a po-
tentially-pliable Yugoslavia would allow
the Soviet Union to manoeuvre for a
larger influence in Yugoslav policy plan-
ning as well as for naval and air facilities
on the Adriatic with access to the Med-
iterranean. If, however, nationality prob-
lems arose within Yugoslavia, the Kremlin
could justifiably worry about the stability
of the historically conflict-ridden Balkans
and the effect on Eastern-bloc countries.
Furthermore, a civil war in Yugoslavia
might invite super-power intervention,
which would endanger peace in the rest
of Europe.
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