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private institutions, universities and busi-
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co-operation projects in Asia, Latin Amer-

“ica, the West Indies and Africa (especially

in French-speaking states) undertaken by
the Canadian International Development
Agency (CIDA), the Canadian University
Service Overseas (CUSO) and numerous

- voluntary associations;

These are the established facts, unde-
niable and irreversible, which, following
Expo 67, the visit of French President
Charles de Gaulle the same year, the
events of October 1970, the Olympic
Games and the Parti québécois victory in
1976, have put an international Etamp on
the special character of contemporary
Quebec.

Despite some hesitations and many
disappointments, Quebec’s international

activities have continued to grow to the
point where they have been cited as a

precedent in several recent textbooks on
international law.

After a number of “noisy” years,
Québécois have now realized that it is first
and foremost through their competence
that they will gain acceptance and respect
on the international scene.

Individual or state?

Competence is thus the key idea, but the
question is, what sort of competence? The
human or professional competence of the

individual or the institution in a given

field, or the legal jurisdictional competence
of Quebec as a state in embryo? Or both at
the same time? Below the swells (1964-
71) and the froth (1971-76) that have
stirred and capped Quebec’s international
waters, two undercurrents — the two stra-
tegies on the subject of competence — have
met and pulled against each other, some-
times churning the water to produce no
mere semantic foam but a true political
tide-race, with constitutional and diploma-
tic whirlpools. A given set of words may,
according to the place, the individual and
the circumstances, describe different be-
haviours, objectives or realities, and, of
course, may be used deliberately with this
intent. The debate on Quebec’s interna-
tional competence is a case in point.

The experience of recent years has
shown that, when seen as a stage in de-
velopment and in the sharing of “human
and professional competence”, Quebec’s
international relations have not given rise
to much opposition in Ottawa. As a lever
and an instrument for broadening juris-
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