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iile contr^^cois^ program, especially since the
ek the ^on dealing with this matter is quite

, rnplete and subject to reservations
c s intenioduced by the party leadership; this

üon will certainly be re-examined in the
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t of Intergovernmental Affairs will
ably devote more of its energies to

turbed Qra] InIovincial relations than to inter-
nany oijonal r'elations.
reign pi

ry effect,;haugés

rs demoL.hr,ui, taking up in detail the sequence
ncophoniL7e71is,'Vt should be recalled that Quebec
E'rench-s^, trengthened its position in the French-
I empha^inf;community since 1960, and in

P even created a precedent in becoming
iough ncr'parficipating government" in the
^bec nati,^c,e dé coopération culturelle et tech-
nce on Cae (ACCT), which had a Québécois,
States.a^_M^c Léger, as its first secretary-
rrticularl^raL uebec is no. longer isolated
,d States ^l,^,lo^ically from the French-speaking
i Columq,nuniity. The contrast with the 1950s is
ationali^;inti. In addition to participating in
itime Prl'T, Q^ûebec contributes to many mul-
^rican lowcral institutions, such as the Confer-
create j of Ministers of Education (Africa and
is more la ga^car) and the Conference of Minis-
French-s^ of Y^iuth and Sports, not to mention
'eeling of^dozon€s of non-governmental organiza-
:h debatks such as the International Association
C,iberal 1'ren cli-speaking Parliamentarians, the
wing the¢czation des universités partiellement
iebec onntièr^ment de langue française (AU-
;ompameuF ), the headquarters of which are in
=cially &ftcalJ, the Association des éditeurs de
Federal,ruc fralnçaise, the Communauté radio-1

beca^ique et télévisuelle de langue fran-
nmental-, and numerous professional associa-
ie Genet-; of journalists, doctors, economists,
d the cou5ria»s; geographers, sociologists, writ-
vith Fr ^ncl so on, from the French-speaking
of 1965d.
ison (11.On the bilateral level, Quebec has set
3ourassat network of general delegations and
s were elt' missions in a number of other coun-
ier couni- It now has official representatives in
institutio pe (Paris, London, Brussels; Milan,
uence an^^', Dusseldorf), the United States
iebec. VV4 S' York, Boston, Chicago, Dallas, Los
at all le^leS. Lafayette), Asia (Tokyo, Beirut),
itionalizo,a (Abidjan) and the West Indies
ivities. ' }t-au-Prince). Special mention should
I the Pa be made of the role of the Office
é Léves0^0-quPbécois de la Jeunesse, which

since 1968 has been opening international
horizons to thousands of young people of
all backgrounds. In addition, ^Quebec con-

tributes directly, or indirectly through
private: institutions, universities and busi-
ness, to the implementation of numerous
co-operation projects in Asia, Latin Amer-
ica, the West Indiesand Africa (especially
in French-speaking states) undertaken by
the Canadian International Development
Agency (CIDA), the Canadian University
Service Overseas (CUSO) and numerous
voluntary associations.

These are the established facts, unde-
niable and irreversible, which, following
Expo 67, the visit of French President
Charles de Gaulle the same year, the
events of October 1970, the Olympic
Games and the Parti québécois vActory in
1976, have put an international stamp on
the special character of contemporary
Quebec.

Despite some hesitations and many
disappointments, Quebec's international
activities have continued to grow to the
point where they have been cited as a
precedent in several recent textbooks on
international law.

After a number of "noisy" years,
Québécois have now realized that it is first
and foremost through their competence
that they will gain acceptance and respect
on the international scene.

Individual or state?
Competence is thus the key idea, but the
question is, what sort of competence? The
human or professional competence of the
individual or the institution in a given
field, or the legal jurisdictional competence
of Quebec as a state in embryo? Or both at
the same time? Below the swells (1964-
71) and the froth (1971-76) that have
stirred and capped Quebec's international
waters, two undercurrents - the two stra-
tegies on the subject of competence - have
met and pulled against each other, some-
times churning the water to produce no
mere semantic foam but a true political
tide-race, with constitutional and diploma-
tic whirlpools. A given set of words may,
according to the place, the individual and
the circumstances, describe different be-
haviours, objectives or realities, and, of
course, may be used deliberately with this
intent. The debate on Quebec's interna-
tional competence is a case in point.

The experience of recent years has
shown that, when seen as a stage in de-
velopment and in the sharing of "human
and professional competence", Quebec's
international relations have not given rise
to much opposition in Ottawa. As a lever
and an instrument for broadening juris-
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