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a question they were not being treated with the consideration 

to which the representatives of the people were entitled. It 

might have been said that their hands were being forced.

There is an additional reason why the debate on

conscription for service overseas should take place upon the 

present bill rather than at a time - should the situation so 

demand - that the government may have reached the decision 

that the application of the compulsory method lias huc-mae
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overseas. That reason is that the need would almost certainlyA
arise in circumstances in which military considerations would 

prevent the disclosure in open debate of the factors on which 

the decision of the government was based. The government’s 

judgment in the matter will necessarily depend, in very large 

part, on military information of the highest degree of secrecy. 

There is nothing more important in the movement of troops at 

a time of war than that all matters pertaining thereto should 

be surrounded with the utmost secrecy. Moreover it is not 

only Canada’s position, and considerations of special interest 

to Canada that have to be taken into account. Very careful

account has to be taken of the hostile use the enemy may make 

of information disclosed, and of how far any disclosures on 

military matters may affect the position of every one of the 

United Nations.


