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Deadline for stories is Tuesday at 5:00 p.m. Sports Desk 453-4983
Co-Editors: Kelly Craig, Frank Denis.

Red Devils end seasoninthrilling finale

Marathon 50 minute overtime decides semi-finalist
by Frank Denis

UNB 6 UDeM 2

Game 2
UNB 4 UDeM 5

Game 3
(10 min.) Tie 0-0
OT #1 (10 min.) No Score
OT #2 (20 min.) No Score
OT #3 (8:06) UDeM Scores
UNB 0 UDeM 1

season come toa thrilling and heart
stopping end last weekend in the
first round of playoffs against the
Moncton Blue Eagles. In the two
game series, UNB won the first
match Saturday 6-2 and then
dropped a 5-4 decision on Sunday.
That set up a “mini-game” which
was played immediately after
Sunday’s contest. That “mini-
game” turned out to be almost as

long as a60 minute game as it took

close to 50 minutes before Monc-
ton scored in sudden death.
Before the series began, many

t people were predicting a Blue Eagle

cake walk. After all UNB had
never beaten Moncton at the Blue
Eagles home rink since the early
*80s. Moncton is the reigning na-
tional champion and began to dis-
play that form in the second haif of
the season. UNB's performance

shocked many people and they
proved just how good a team they
are.
Game 1

The Red Devils went into the
two game series as the underdogs
having a 1-3 record against Monc-
ton in the regular season. UNB'’s
only victory coming at home.

Lack luster play in the begin-

ning of the first period allowed the

Chris Somers, MVP of game o. and UNB's MVP for the series

faster Moncton Blue Eagles to take
a 2-0 led into the second period.
Battle Back
The Red Devils returned to the
ice in the second period rejuve-
nated and aggressive. This new
found life sparked the Red Devils

Chris Somers.

The raining national champi-
ons didn’t let up, but great saves by
Chris Somers and good defence by
Rob Bolden and Brian Wilson al-
lowed UNB to maintain the lead.

in the opening period but Somers
again held them at bay as he made
18 saves. No goals were scored in
the period and the first goal wasn’t
registered by either team until

goals in less than 5 minutes. Ken
Murchison had a single in that time
while Captain Murray Nystrom had
a pair.

The Red Devils tried every-

midway through the second.

thing they could to get the equal-
Dany Gauvin broke the ice for

izer in the final few minutes but
could not beat Blue Eagle goal-
tender Patrick Cote as Moncton
held on to a 5-4 victory. Their win
set up a 10 minute period and still
no winner was declared.
The Goal

It wasn’t until the teams had
played close to 5 hours of intense
hockey that Dany Gauvin, later to
be named AUAA player of the
Week, beat Somers and eliminated
UNB from further play. Both teams
were not only physically drained
but mentally drained as well.

Coach Johnston believes his
team has nothing to hang their hcads
for and they don’t. “I was pleased
with our performances this week-
end. Moncton had better scoring
opportunities than we did tonight
(Sunday) but we overcame a lot of
adversity to make it where we did,
overall I'm satisfied.”

UNB increased their lead

Chris Somers and UNB defenceman stunned in defeat after SO0 minute overtime match.

for two goals in the second period
to tie the game. UNB'’s first goal
was costly though. Troy Binnie
was tripped after scoring the goal
andpulledaback muscleasaresuit.
This injure would keep Troy out
for the remainder of series. UNB’s
second goal was scored by Joey
McTamney with four minutes left

in the period.
Take the Lead

In the third period UNB broke
the dead lock with a goal scored off
of the face-off by Jocy McTamney
with twelve minutes left in the pe-
riod.
Things got tense for the few,
but loud, UNB fans when Jamie
Colvin while skating in frontof the
his own net nearly scored on goalie
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Next Year
Johnston now begins planning
through the prospers of fore- Moncton with a powerplay goal for next year’s team as he embarks
checking. Murray Nystrom picked and Steve Salter madeit2-0ashort on a 2 week recruiting trip. The
up the lose puck at the Moncton time later. Before the periodended only player Johnston knows will
blue line and let a rocket off, from however, Jamie Colvin registered notretumn is forward Hugh Hospo-
the high slot, that went over the apower play goal of hisown toput dar whohas played for fiveseason’s
right shoulder of Moncton goalic, UNB on the board. with the Devils. The defensive
Marc Delorme with nine minutes In the third period both teams forward specialist has terminated
left. suddenly became more offensive his eligibility.
minded as between them they  As this is the last Red Devil’s
notched 6 goals. article of the year, I would like to
Eric Boisvert, Serge Pepin and thank coach Johnston and all those
Louis Melanson scored goals for associated with the Devils both on
Moncton to give the home team a and off the ice for making the re-
5-1 lead and then UNB began their porting easier. It’s been fun, we’ll
i tallying 3 do i in next vear!!

photo by Eric Dlumrme

Somers in Net

Moncton pulled their goalie
with 1:41 left hoping to get two
quick goalsand a tie, but were meet
by Chris Somers. UNB was able to
get control and Tom Gemmel
scored a open net breakaway goal
assisted by Chris Somers giving
UNB a 4-2 lead.
Moncton put their goalie back

in but it didn’t stop Gord Christian
from sealed the game with a goal
leaving three seconds on the clock.
The playerof the game wasRed
Devil, Chris Somers, who stopped
33 of 35 Moncton shots, 21 in the
first period, allowing UNB to win
there first play-off game in 6 years.
Although the game ended 6-2it
wasn’t as one sided as the score
indicates, according to Red Devil
coach Mike Johnston. “It wasa 2-
2 game going into the third period
and we added two more to make it
4-2. In the final couple of minutes
we got an empty net goal and then
a late goal, so really it was a 4-2
game.”
The UNB's win put pressure on
Moncton to win Sunday’s game. A
Red Devil win or tie would have
given them the right to advance to
the second round of the playoffs.
Game 2

Moncton came out and had
some quality scoring opportunities




