
PEOPLE' AND ýPLACES
HAVINO just celebrated the discovery of tleFraser"River, the inhabitants of tlie Pacific

Province wiil now proceed to dredge it.
For three hundred thousand dollars the

Mý,arine Department have secu4red a dredge that wiII
mnake a thirty-foot channe] clear up to, a place cailed
Miliside, w,,hich is large on shipping lumber.. The
dredge wili have performied the iongest journey ever
undertaken by a craft of that ilk; for she wiil get
to Vancouver via Cape Horn fromi Germnany. Not
that Germany miakes any better dredges than plenty
of other countries, but this was a "Frulilin" -that
had becomne a white elepliant on somebody's liands,
ami the Marine Departmrent wliose business often
takes it overseas and inito strange, remote places,
got it at a bargain. The dredge wiil soon be
tracing the route foiiowed by Captain Vancouver
more than a huindred years ago.

CANNING industries i Ontario aggregate more
than in ail other provinces combined; sixty-

four factories in the province. These can almost
every'thing but music. They pay to farmers every
year nearly a million dollars for fruit and vege-
tables; for corn, tomatoes and peas; for pears,
peaches and appies; for ail the sorts of things that
Canadian farmers have the soul and the climate to
grow. Hands employed by these factories total
necarly seveix thouisand. Prince Edward Connty is
the native hiome of the canning industry. Twenty-
six years ago one Warington Boîter, wlio was a
shrewd, practical muan, started the first cannery in
Canada. He very likely was a farmer whose wife
made a bee for six montlis every year doing down
f ruit and pickles, somewhat after the fashion of
Snider, the catsup king, the Canadian whose wif e
gave hini the recipe for the catsup that mnade him
f amous and a inillionaire. One Gilbert Parker also
is said to have started a cannery in a place called

dings and obituariýes; aiso lie would play the dickens
with the fanciful readabilities of Isome tempera-
mental quiil-drivers who every now and then break
loose and into pictures of the liere and the here-
after. In a western paper a few days ago appeared
one of these yarns; which reads so excellently wel
that one forgets the importance of naked truth ani
thinks it a fine bit of fiction. The story concernis
Biliy, a Kyuiquot Indian, and bis klootchman~ Louise,
who for thirteen days were adrift in n open. boat
on the Pacific-being lost fromi a schoonler; at first
with seven biscuits, most of whiichi a hungry wave
gobbled up, reducing the drift-awýays to a ration
of one inch of hard-tack each per day. The story
speaks eloquently for itself; -in fact Jack London
wouid need to work liard to beat it. JFor example:

"The sky portended ramn. Bîiyl sang an old
shaman song to the gods of lis fathers, crvinig for
ramn. At last it came. Witli a sail spread the cast-
aways cauglit tlie welcomied rain and drank deep).
The water made their hutnger more cruel. The
determination to eat no more than the littie ration
ailotted to themn was hlard to keep. Tlie tenth day
brouglit them food. They siglited a sleeping fur
seal. Craftily the oid lootclnnan steered the canoe
toward it while Bîliy watched with poised spear.
Aimi was a question of life or death. The klootch-
man brouglit the canoe cioser. Then the spear flew
itue. It pierced the sieeper, and with glad cries
the famnished Indians drew in the carcass. They
skinined it. This because of the 'habit strong in
tliem. A fire was made in the bottom of the canoe
to cook the seal mneat. There was no fuel, other
thanl the masts and canoe gear, so Billy broke up
his spear pole, They had water 'held in the basin
made by tlie sail, a savinig f rom tlie rain of thxe
day before, and wlien they made a fire the seal meat
was roasted. They could not wait. Botli clutched
at it and ate their first meai for ten days. Tliey
ate again, and with renewed vigour and more hope
paddied on until the grey of the land ioomed in the
distance, and with the goal in siglit they paddled
strong. It was Unimnak island they had found, and
on the fourteenth day after they had started from
t1ip c-bhn1wr thev landed at Bristol Bay insîde

enormous volume of the -ocean-borne trade of
Canada; the determination of the Canadian people
andl of the Liberal Government that 'ail the trade
of the country shall be carried on through Canadian
channiels; the position of St. John whièh makes it
incomparably the best Canadian port through which
the shipping of produce may be carried on during
the winter season when the St. 'Lawrence ports are
closed to navigation. As to distances of water
haulage the figures are: Halifax to Liverpool, 2,450
miles; St. John to Liverpool, 2,700 miles; Portland
to Liverpool, 2,843 miles; Boston to Liverpool, 2,807
miles;, New Yorkto Liverpool, 3,034 miles. Statistics
are also given to show the obvions advantage of St.
John over other, ports ini matter of railway liaulage
and competition; also plans are freely suhmnitted
slip winig how ýthe Governiment purposes to deepen
the harbour and buildwharves. Ail very encourag-
ing. Pity that on the eve of an election a lotof
people will sniff the air and say it looks like a cam-
paign dodge to get votes. But then, it may be no
such thing. It may be that the facts cited by the
enthutsiasts are to win out on behaif of St. John.
If Vhey do, nýobody will be sorry. St. John ought
to be a great port. But thxe f acts of the case should
be hasnmered at a long whule before an election so
thiat nobody may be able to say that it is just a
political pýpe dream.

N EITHliR lias the ginger departed from western

The projection of the G. T. P. is beginning to un-
earth some such romances in the vicinity of Edmon-
ton as came to liglit during the glorious delirium of
the Klondike rush. The Edmionton Journsal lias a
recent convulsion of picturesque languiage concern-
ing gold, the new transcontinental-and a woman,
saying:

"Two first-class, rough and tumble, rock-ribbed,
copper-fastened, indurated sour-dougli prospectors
of the class who climb to the haunts of the moun-
flin oený1f nnA t1,'hp1-pup pnocx1p ýt, flhp nnr.anit
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