
CANADIAN COUTRIER.

Gain, Huerta i. aima a thoughtfut
mian, whose intellcCt rufla very largeiy
to Mexîcafi cunnîfa., He has handed
Presiçleft' Wilson ane of the puzzle
IlroblemIs of the twentieth1 century ta
Bolve. Up to the' presentý It looka, as
thoýugh the American Premîdent has
the best chance of maklng a gacci

next move. Loading sheils an the battieÎhlp New York fer the 14 and 16 Inch guns at the
Navy Yard.

Presadent Wilson was always athoughtfui man. Since thls photo-
graph was taken he ha. been the
most thaughtful man ln America.
At present he has the most perpiex.
Ing American prablem an hlm hands
mince the days of, Abraham Lincoln.
The offer of mediation by Argentina
and Chili I. not llkeiy ta help hlm

much.

The War "-Sh-ort of War
Which May be a Serlous Business, But Has Considerable Comic Opera in its Plot

H OW to be ln a state of war wthut declaring
war ls the problem President Wilson. and
Secretary Bryan have propounded to the
world and propose ta solve if possible be-

fore the experiment coats the United States more

than it. can afford. The American fleet, under Rear-
Admnirai Badger, hbas blockaded the port -of 'Vera,
Cruz, sej;zed the customs bouses and docks and in-

tercepted a big H-amnburg-Amierican liner supposed ta
contali 8,000,000 rounds of ammunItion,, and 800

=achine guns for Huerta. It was the ,phantomi
carg of the Ypiraniga that led to'the sending of

A&dmiral Badger'5 fleet to blockade Vera Cruz before
,oýngres had endorsed the policy of the President.

The. cargo was supposed ta be intended by Huerta

te- siaughter a f ew thousand mort of Villa's men
after the horrible whacklng the Federal forces got

at 'Torreon. Varions theories were advanced as to

'what Admirai Badger would do with the cargo which

vas not contraband o! war. He was advised by news-

paper experts ta send It back ta Germany. ,But when
ti. marines searched the Ypiranga she *as found

te have ýa dummy load of empty shrapnel'sheils, and

emzpty ammuliltion chests. Whereupon .Huerta
iaugbed with sardonlo mirtb.

Sa f ar, serions comtc opera seexna to have taken

the stage; as it normally does whencver the Latin

countries near the Gul! af Mexico get into, states

of war. The United States has been cast for the
po.The eue Is at least a bit ef, burlesque. The

affair over the V. S. marines at Tampico was prctty

wseUl settled up by the arrest of the officer wbo had

arrested the. marines andl an, plg freni Huerta
for thir arrest. Presidellt Wilson demanded that

<>14 (lory be saluted as an epilogue to the piece. The

CrIafty Huerta, amiling down the streets o! Mexico
City froni bis administration headquartcrs, conceded
the sainte of 21 guns-if the shlps flying Gld Glory
w.uld roturli gun for gun. The Presldent objected

ta thc number o! guns. Huerta stnck te bis guns.
jmmediately the. Uni'ted States, whieb up te the pro-

sent bad spent a year ln refuslng te recognize the

goerlXIlnt of Huerta agaiflat Villa and Carrauza,

recegnlzed Huerta the ludividual by sending a fleet

ta bloekade snd sufflclently bombard Vera Cruz and

Taico, and to cffect a bloacade ef the entîre
Mexican coast.

qflat le, so far as military amateurs can sec into

this affair, thaugh Uhe United States refused te sup-

port any anc of the three chiots in the Mexican Civil
'War, even wlen that war had cost Àmerlcan citizeus

ln Mcexico millions of dollars, the Moment Huerta

refused te back down from bis "gun for gun" ackuQw-

leidgment of the salute, Uhc United States (3evern-
ment proeeeds agalnst hlm as thaugh Uic !United
States itself were one of the factions ln Mexico. A
state of 'war la precltated te the boomlng cf artillery
and thc shelling cf positions ln Vera Cruz. Mexican
sharpabeoters nud Ainerican marines engage ln

actuel guu ceiict, They come as nearthe8gunfor,
gun ratio as possible. A numrber are killda'

woudedonbath aides. Yet no war la dèlared.

The manient Vera Cruz and Tampio and a feu' alier

MexIca1i ports arc suffIiintly blocku4ed te keep the

lun Mexicespe ally uerta, the .S.Gvrmn
itend te sit tlg-t and let the Mexicans finish the.
Job o the best oft ilelr ablty.

Tbis la probably the most cunningly cernplicated

By JAMES JOHNSTON

Senatar Root wanted war, not with Huerta aver the gun
for gun epîsade, but wlth Mexico on behaif of American

property and citizens.

imbroglio that ever happened outside of Turkey. It
la' Inflnitely more involved than Uic causes of Uic
Spanish-Amerlcan War. The results are much more
dlfflcult to forecast. Yellow newspapers foreed Uic
United States inta a war wlth Spain at Cuba and
the Philippines. The result is that Cuba ls 110w
under American protecterate, and the Filipinas, given
self-government by Uic United States, are now be-
glnning te oust Amerlcaus froni the civil service.

HY.I. TAFT, once Governor of Uic Philippines,
Ros ot spe nough ln Uic resuit to warrant

the United States golng to war wiUi Spain. It
is cjulte probable that President Wilson secs teo Uitile
ln the utmate result to warrant a declaration of
war wit Mcxico. The Ulnited States doe net want
to annex Mexico any more than it dld Cuba or the
Philippines; any more than it would desire te annex
Canada. The price of amiexatian lu moedern timues
is always tee, great for any nation to be willing to
pay. War lu the twentieth century costa five Urnes
what It dld in the carly part of the. nlneteenth. A
country like Mexica is difficult te conqucr; just as
South Africa was dIlificuit. .Any war of conquest
muet be a long one. It must practically rulu Uic
country- before conquering lt The couutry's oredit
draps te Uic lowest level. Its commerce la crlppled.
Its lnvestments are depreclated. Fire, dynamite,
idleness o! warkors, ruta o! raiways and of shlpping,
wiiolesale decimation et the. people, depletion of Uic
exabequer, the spoia~tion ot property-all combine
te Inae a conquered cou~ntry ultimately net wortii
the price of couquest, at leait In Uic sanie- geucration.

All these torces have been going on at a falrly
good Pao. ln Mexico afready. Four years age civil
war-began 'w1ti the Diasés and Madero. It has ci.-
tlnued ever aluce. The. country le now split up int
three factions. It le a matter of fine discrimination

to determine which is the worst. Ail belleve iln
fighting tire witb fire. Desperadoes are In the rank
and file of each camp because desperate measures
by an excitable Latin race are the order of the day
in a condition of ruinous civil war. Befora the war
American and Canadian and foreign capital flowed
Into Mexico asf freely as Britishi capital slutccd -Into
Canada for the building'of great railways. There
was unllxnited natural wealth. Capital was eager
to exploit It. Hundreds of milions werc invested by
haîf a dozen countries. Mexico cea8ed to, be a purely
Latin country, lving a bal! aboriginal, bal! decadent-
civilIzed tiJfs. It became a land of commercial ad-
venture and of great industries, o! great ports and
railways and mines.

When the Latin republic appetite for revolutIon
got the better of commercial conquest and started
Mexico on a career of gunning and dynamite and
lire, the millions of foreign capital Invcsted In Mexico
were jcopardized. Investors would have been glad
ta wlthdraw. They coutl not. Foreign citizens
would hafée beon glad to came out. Their property

Major Smediey utler, comm>andlng th~e 'American
mares at Vara Cruz.


