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cur patrons. Our loss dlaims are adjusted and paid proniptly.
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Women's Extravagance often
MWu's Fault.
By milen O1dfield.

'1'ere are few *attributes of the sists in pretending to that whlch one
"eternal féminine" which are more does flot possess; in buying what one
strenpously insisted upon than that of cennot pu4y for honestly.
féminine extravagance. Yet, for al Nothing can bc mort foolish than for
that, it is to bec.doubted whether, in a young- couple to start married if e
point of fact, the extravagance of with a grand splurge, spending the f ew
women exceeds that of men, perhaps bundreds or so in the bank in unneces-
even whether it equals it. Indeed, it ayetvgncswih ildohm
uiay j ustly be claimed that a woman, nsaryetrcavaganvce whic he im ontem
however avisb of expenditure, is more gn practical erie hen tht m o e i
or, less certain to demand a quid pro seveone. Ev 'whe tere isadvsldre-
quo for hier outlay, and rarely attains srefn vial ti i dieLt
to the point of spending wealth with the draw upon it beavihy, or even to ab-
recklessness which Men ý'lungers" stain from adding to it, if possible, at
often display. Even Cleopatra, with the outset of matrinody~. When once
hier famous draft of dissolved peari, had the initial expenses of the wedding and
in view a definite end, the desire to im- house furnishing are over. the cost of
press and astonish Mark Anthony, even living ought to be, and usually is, less
as many a woman since her day bas fcr a time than it will be thereafter.
sacrificed more or less in order to fix Everything is new, and with ordinary
the attention of the man wvhom she has care there sbou.ld bc no outlay in re-
wished to attract. placing or repairing for some time to

From the beginning the "excuse of cone. A newly married couple, unless
Adanm": "The womaxi whom tbou thty are people of wealth, are not ex.-
gavest to be with me, she tempted me," pected to entertain upon an expensive
lias been a favorite one with ail man- or lavish scale. Later on things may be
kind. "Cherchez la femme" is the old different, and more money will be need-
French proverb. "There is neyer a bit ed for ail- kinds of things; wherefore
of miscbief but a petticoat is at the bot.- it is well that provision shall be made
tom of it,"- says the old French version for emergencies. A wise ohd man used
of the samne maxim. to tell his cbiidren that he bad always

When a man covets the earth found it much easier to do without a
it usually is in order to give it thing which he had money enougli to
to some woman; this is indisput- buy at any timd than to be deprived of
able, acording to both history and it for lack of means to procure it. It
traditiont And when, having, with is easy to pasS froni comfort to huxury,
mucli pain and toil, secureil a "small but when a Iuxury must be relinquisb-
part of the universe, lie presents ed, the force of contrast makes the comn-
it to the lady of bis choice, it happen%, fort of yesterday the discomfort of to-
perchance, that she treats the gift day. Those who are content to begin
lightly, plays witb it, breaks, perhaps life together in circumstances which are
even throws it away. Then, straigbt- welI within their means will be spared
'way, hie is indignant, and holds ber stern- ail the troubles and misfortunes of those
ly re .sile for lier carelessness, whicb who cannot pay their way. *Better, a

may be de gnrne;adfog0 hundred times over, to begin in a five-
entirely thýat e himself is to blame in roomed fiat and end witb a mansion ini
that bie bas made no effort to imprese town and a place in the country, than
bier witb a sense of its value. to reverse this order of things.

A woman, almost any woman, wilI In spite of the fact that wben tht
take infinite pains, no end of trouble, to bride bas money it is apt to be a
please the man wbom sbe loves. No source of disagreement,, it is an excel-
sacrifice is too great for bis sake; she lent thing for a wife to have an as-
will do anything, bear anything, so long sured income of b er own. It ought
as she believes in his devotion to bier- also to be an infinite relief to a man to
self. Wherefore, if be chooses to treat tiow that bis wife bas money whicb is
bier as a child, a plaything, he bas no beyond the reacb of bis own success or
just cause to resent tht fact tbat wben failure. And, that this may be so, a
lie desires to find. in ber a,, belpmeet, woman's property should be settled
counselor, and companion, Éhe fails to upon ber and bier cbildren "as tiglit as
rise to tbe occasion. It often is said, the haw can tie it." Otberwise sbe may
and truly, that with many men wbat are bc unable to refrain fromt surrendermng
virtues in a sweetheart become grave it% sbould the occasion ever arise.
faults when tht sweetbeart is a wif e. Wbatever a man's income, be it large

There is an ancient Înd threadbare or small, bis wife bas a moral riglit to
conundrum whicb defifles matrimony as a certain portion of it, upon wbicb she
a matter of money. There is morci can depend, and this sbould bce given
trutb than wit ini the sorry j est, not be- to bier regularly, witbout bier being coin-
cause there are mercenary marriages pelled to ask for it. It is a humiliatiùg
but because financial difficulties and Position for anyone to bej3eft without
squabibles over bills and expenses wreck a dollar to pay an expressman; nay,
so many matrimonial ventures. worst, not to bave the small amount

Love of the genuine, permanent var- due on a letter delivered at tht door!1
iety does flot go out of the indinw Tht average man dislikes exceedinghy
when poverty enters tht door. On tht to lie continually asked for smnall
contrary, it stands its grouind braveIy amounts of mioney, but hie rarely ap-
and dots battît witb tht wolf in behiaîf preciates bowt galling it is to bis wift's
of its beloved. 'But what caio a man ex.- pride, bier self-respect, to be obliged to
pect whtn, instead of treating bis wife make sucli requests. Let tvtry man be
like a reasonable human being, making bonest enougli, and loving enougb, to
ber bis confidant and co-worker, hte give bis wift a fair idea of bis financial
keeps ber in tht dark as to bis financial position, and trust ber to conduct bier-
status, alloxing ber to ruri up buis self accordingly, nor leave bier in ig-
blindly, and then blames bier whten, norance when serious trouble is threat-
through ignorance rather than of ening to enguif bier as well as him.
malice, aforethought, sbe involves himn Moreover, it must be remembertd
in debts which be cannot pay? that economy and extravagance are

It is to be feared thiat many ýmneTtn relative terrms; wbat is proper and be-
marry uipon false pretences in that the coming in ont woman may lie notbing
women whorn they marrv are more or short of criminal in another. Wrhtn a
less uninitiaterl to the prec(ise amoilnt multi-rnillionaire's wife spends bundrtds
of tbeir incomc. .ï'i,1d whon a man of thoiisancls of dollars upon jewels
who bas con<luctu<l Y-ý; co î1r1zhip she merelv is making a safe invest-
lapon a scale e» i- Sz1 lo a year, ment: wben a clerk's wift runs into
marries uipon an actiiM - larof $1000i deht for a brooch or bracelet she per-
the result is art tn 1,e tnnpléa,ý1tness', béaps is talking a step upon tht road to

io say troiub' ''T 111 Ith k min. Womnen 1do ntalways know
Shamneful, in]1.~ nýa ' an What tbey stand upon, and it is tht
inconvCnieflce 1-, r t ¾ - arrd dutv of a wi'sc husband to enligbten bis
ail tht luxuries c f ! ~cn - wifé, Loth for bier sake and bis owfl.
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