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SE'' f&M Aë 1Ie tter-and thée êext tow n ta sco a patienlt, and Joel
~8IiSdi i i inside pooket., walked withhimttoe station, shook

Vlsa u~y: hands 'vitit* hlm and stood watcbi ng as
«I 1m"Ve for Denier, Priday,,sud vin the~ train pulled siowly out. On the roar

gtbp wtMorris, t. tslk things oper with platform two men, appnrcutiy tourists,
* woro standing, and as they were whiried

jeu toht toséwors ean muh:past, asesrap of their conversation
NI for ene thing, thqy repmsonted aimost reached bis ears-

'tIé c«e secret that ho haci ever kept "-Simply depeuds on whether dry
frouzisamother. farming-" and the e mot as loat lu the

YRactopeda moment at the barn door rumblo of the.train.
te> look strass tho corn aud vheat fields, BuXt the haif dozen words stuck in bis
'*ItbtÙt bunoth tho fire. hoat of the imenxry and ail tho way home, whlenever

~ 0.m>eomaddld Pinto and ho vas flot pondering what Dr. Camerýon
the ton-mile race te Morris. had said, ho was wondering what "dry

gret .eventa in Joe13. 1f. lad farming', mighit mean.?
~"~rthatho ais sventeen: "Mfôtbor," asked Joel, as ho sat down

-e ~jtb-e-h1efsbr ad the othoz e xtrmrnig -the ,reakfast, table,-
~tb* ishlmowuheart. Ro morne- "what's dry farming?"
k~gt the oee ad corneat the "I don't knaw," aime answered. "What

1f4t hi at ho mfht haveete k makes ypu ask ? I da't think I over
1*-'bart>eothr, loi Joollved 1ma aberdç f t hefore."

e 4îé. loi tat,-bad l-eft -the
2*0 si a 'lmlaid upoX& thé bues,

voew 4 a heavy I oad 7e

- for EW=ram HRt4%
iliy had Êoved luw

AhM1ear, dyair ofth~e
bd onc 50zttMe for th0w 1

hid-aLivuuî dded months ef life te
tb!l6pfufai1ing man. .1t vas that

hadkept tp their hoarta duriug
t frit t»o crs of drought ' wheui

o setties ad *Ïve*ufup-sud

&q5 -so longas.fte.eeiWilnd

3 "$sluever -fie endasn n

avél, mybéthe Harts eau stick it
out V They'veo <t mouey baek Esat."

i t only Joci sud bis mother knew
hou' meager vert those ceateru e-
soue, or how heaviiy they hld been
drafru upon.

Tncame their.year of 'plenty, with-
lts l,eurous raina, vbon the father, in
his: whoel -chair upon. the parcli, eould
look serau ilds ripenin; ta an ahund-
a»Él arveat sud, lu a voice which grew
e&4,i day wqkez, would talk of the gaod
timMs vhioh veret omiug, when ho
shoilffdoeesmore ho el and stroug; Vhe

,,," sp of drought hadl piainiy been ex-
ePtions, the sali was as fertile as any
Wtu whorled, proaprity had corne ta
stay'; aud Joel sud bis mother, who saw
on1eý ta. ciearly the end that vas em-
iug- se quickly now, encouraged hlm in
al bis hopeful prophecies.

The autumn's iel: barvest had been
gathered iu, vinter bad passed'and thon

had corne exactly sucb: a spring as they
had known those fimt two yenrs. Dry
vinds swept for days acrosà tho prairies;
thon. was gelant rain in May and ai- Winners at th~eN
mout noue lu June. Wlien Juiy carne, C. R Hudson (2)
f!eu ,could se that naothing but speedy A. N. Fidier (3)
arn! ahundant ain could save even a Governor-General Cup (grand aggregate)-
fraction of their crops. -,%"I heard twa people talking about it

"We'1i ho ruined if it does't ain," yesterdny, and I tlougit maybc* it vas
Joel ssid ta aid Dr. Camneron, ta whom hie somotbing that ivouid belp us:>"
hadgant for advice and comfort. 'We "I think it's, cfiickeîis,» announced
cauidn't soul for the cost of aur build-. Sadie.
ings.ý It isn't nîysoif; in yotnng and Jool and lis motiior lauglîod, for it vas
strang sud I eau tarit a living aîîywhert; a faîuily joke tiîat the poultry nlwa3-s
but mather hasn't the boa ltlî she used ta paid, no matter wlat the season, but the
have, and Ruth: and Sadie, thcy'rc littie. nnswer di<l mot satisfv Joel.
They can't vork, and it caîît hoctiat they "1I Wonder if ii-I#l Franîk vouhi
are ta ]ose ail tiit tieir father saved for know ?" hie asked.
them wben hie as well anîd strong. And "Tl ask hlm, the next tinime 1 write."
timon, at the worst, ive are better off his motimer proînised.
titan others; there are dozens, yes, lîun- But whlen trie answer came it proved
dreda vimo wilI sufer more than wo tlîat Uîîclc Frank knew uothing wlat-
aima Il eî-or about dry fanîning. Hol couid omly

"Hjave you lever rend of. the men Who guess tlîat it must mnean farming with-
are cultivating parts of the ahiara?" out watcr, which îvas, of course. (Jiite
said Dr. Cameron, suddeîîiy iooking up at alîsurd; and meanwhile Joel's lilqimiieýs
tht boy, "Now tiiese western plains aîioîîg time neighbors liad miet with ino
thoy rnay have beoit meant ta ho btter succeas.
irriÈated, or tiîey inay ho best adapted About' twa weeks after bis talk îvit]m
ta crops that you have uot tmîed." Dr. Cameron a stranger cailed at Joel's

'It's ail es6 new," answered Jool. "¶No, hose. His costume was a dark grill
I imvr iooked at it tiat way before. kiiiekerbocker suit aîid legg ngs9. A pal*]
l'il-l'il have ta think it out. It-" of glasses cxtremnely concave made hi-i
hoe hesitated-"it QAiows me up somne.%eves seeinta protrude like tiiose of 50111e
lt's like tht paabie in the Bible abolit great imnsect, and the reseniblanco wva.
the housos, somewhiere the floods have heigliteîîed by lus largo head and slliglit.
corne and the winds ioîv. 0f course nîy wir:y figur-e. Ilo vas caîîvassiuig for il
-bouse has got to ai nd. ail ight, only book, aimd, hecause strangers were rare.
-", h is voice died out and for some le was made weicoinî and.sat for tweitN
moMents ,ho sat sulent. J tuumnut es ivomiiig tpoit the merits (;

Dr. Canrnron had biai a lîurry caîl to luhs voloîmme. ''lime îecisioii thiat it Nvas

not heat for them ta buy ho rcceived
with a quit" surprising gond gmace and
fortlwith rase ta, go.

-It scouts ta bave been a prettY bad
year for cropa, ail througli tis section,"
lie remarked, as ho descondod thýe stops.

"lt's,.àa lack of ain," said Joel.
««How muchà have ýou had et"
"'None ta speak of sinceMay."
The straïker took out as iitle note

book and consuited it.
'*You'vo hadfourteen inches in the.last

yenr r" ho aaid.
Jool made no epiy.
"TIwelve luches are eout ~hta çrIFaw

forty bushels of whent to t ie acre,' ho
went on, "and in that field it doesn't
look as if you'd get ton. Von iîaven't
used thet min; you've wastod it."

The stranger ended with a amile, ai
Joel mnight bave etorted angrily. After
bis montlîs of umremitting labor, it was
not pleasant to find hiaeif aceused of
-heingythe- author of is"wnmiafortunes.

"How bave Ï wasted it ?" ho ed
Tht strauger replied by putting an-

other question in a quick, nervaus tono:
"Did yau ever write ta the Agieul-
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tumal Departmnit about yo:îr troublies,
nia v I ask T"*

"N, nsî!red Jool. "e twr
<aiiI it w-ou ld 't do aiîy good."

"vrvisit the Agiiultural College at

"Evor visit ane of timeir inodlel farnus?"

"Votu'%e a himcd manT"

"cDo You lise a sub-soii packer T'
'No."
"D)ry fariniiîg-"
Amni tîmem of a qndden Jeel fell uponf

tiiat book agent and seized lii, as if hlie
feai-ed tliat fieîîiimlt take to lii, Ieelu

' mm seaipe down ithme road.
",Sec lîcre," lie exehtinied. "Wliat i,,

t11- fiî * , le hee1)iVItryimîg for i- iîts

'liev soit uloNvil (on, te steps anîd taiked.
Aft;er a vhmile thme 'v iii-.andi îvaikced

ab)out fi-ni onie par-t of the farni to an.
othmir. inspeetimg and i (îseaus-ng it. imot
hi-ding Ille i ie, whîile thme Siu i k
lower amndI ov-r ini tii,-westvn iskvY.

WIIIere 'did o 1111fltM li?
a-kî-d Joil, a-i Hie to ihiglut hegauilta,
(-o,- about themni. 'Wl i't uVi, a y.

'Tia sort of umussiommarv --nigi,
i mweelie strigerm. 'h teail ut Waîua.

iii. vitis is sni Otinteamiso ii

-z '-.

-i
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tramping the country and seliing books
ta pay expenses."

"fCorne ln, and have Borne supper,"1 sa*i
Joei.

SEldredge Brewster accoPtéd the invita.
tion ang stayed the%' night. Every
moment- thaât wav flot sPont in aleep -,vas
lapent in carneat conversaationl, and.WSvhen
lie ieft next niorning, Jool walked with'
hlm'down tho dusty road- a mile or more.

111i Beiid >you the booksand the tool
catalogues," said bis new found friend.
at partiug. "You'il want ta read it Up.
It wouidlp.too if yôu woui1d came to
the college and see one of our model
farms. Il ever you get 'stuck' write to
me ard 1VIl caine or'send somne one, but
ln the main, ail you noed Is ta réxnem-
ber a few simple things. There's Tain
enough, this section bas always had Tain
enough, if only it ls kept from running
off the surface and evaparatîng. Ta Bave
it you must keep your suh-sal packed
and your surface, yaur.soul muich; pul-
verized.- Begin inÀthe apring. as soan as
the graund is dry enaugh te lot you on
it, follow your plow witk the sub-soil
paeker and the disk harro*. Harrow af-
teroevery rain. Save the vater, don't let
it get away from you, that's the- secret
of the wliole thing. Keep the work up
il summer and if, as you say, you havethe monoy ta skip a crop that yoar, and

givo your time and, energy ta getting
your sou inuto the right condition, there
isn't a reason la the worid why, after
that, you shouidn't bave good. crapa every
year. Y ou won't need ta dopend on the
we«ther. The work will ho hard and
atoady, dry Trming iras nover invonted
for a.az in but you and your bired
man wili bo she ta do it, with perhaps
another horso. It la the rosuits you are
aftor, and whon you coaeta try it, yoiu
w'ill fid that yau use lesa aood aud get
bigger crops than you'did theolad way,
evon in the best yoars. 0f course the
irrigation ditch would heip even a dry
farmer, but, as you say, youwon't get
that for soine years yet."

They shook: banda and Eldmedgo
Brewster set off down tho rond. Thoen,
w.hen lhe had gone a haif dozen roda, hoe.
tumned and came back.

"«Just one thing mare," he* said, «'don't
b. talked out of this. If it wasn't s
pathotie, it wouid ho funny, tbe way tbe
old Uino farmers stick ta the notion that
ijiothods which were good in Illinois, and
Ohio, aud New Englaud, must ho good
hore, aud nover stop ta con sider that
thero they had twice the Tain fail. rve
ta-lked to such men, and mon who knoev
ton tîmes what 1 do about dry farmiing
have Otaiked, and lectured ta them, and
shown tbem resuits, and stili they keep
o* in the samne aid way, year nfter ycar,
aud fail. The hope of the country lis in
the young men. Don't give this up, or
'b. talked out of it. l'il pay the expi'nses
if you fail; oniy if you do as I say, you
won't fail. GondI-bye."l

And this time lie ivas really gone.
Joel set ta work as soon as the books

came, meading tliem eveningsand at odd
moments. lus mother joined hl-n in the
study and later, after their filds had
been harvested, and, as anticipntod, had
pro#ed aliiost a total faiiure, she la-
sisted that lie foiiow Mr. l3rewster's sug-
gestion and i-lisit tIiý Agricultural Col-
lege and model. farin, at Wapnhoe.

That week's trip va-s to Joel a revela-
tion. Coing over the grounds of the col-
lege, withi his friend, lie saw comn, whent,
soi-gliiim, potatoes, and sugar boots, ail
of which had grown Iuxuriantly under
weather condfitions exactiy similar ta
those upon his own fnrm, seventy-flve
il les away. Rue saw, too, class rooms and
lah)oratories in wliceh were studied
sciences which he liad neyer known ta
have any bearing upon farming anxd, bc-
fore lie retuirned homne, his last doubits
lid been vanquished and hoe bad placed
his order for his now toole.

and ehapp', Canada
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