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AN ET was ushered, into -a diei. hall so perfect that just %Wh-y she had postýoAd ber answer tili now. "Perhapb an i
entering it seemed part cf a ti.A triin maid finable wistftdlness in hier widowed niother's face had stairedh
showed her up the carved àtairlWgyi and..nto the~ reluctance to.-leave her alone.-,Wasit somle inistinct that î
room where soft ,voicd omn veê aying aside* "Wait?" She was sure it was no tbought of Elli.g FieldwoJ
their wraps n isus- hér~tlof chamber refused because sbe was not sure cf more than a comradely ai

music abouttobegin in the' roome below. A mo- for him, and who had temporarily left town just before them
mentary hUskl followed Jarlet's entrante.' and as came. She had. hardly thought of Ellis; cerl;ainly had flotnlSse«
the maid took her hat and coat she Wras. conscious Wbat made ber rememnber bim now?
that thesé women of ber wôr.<ld b.d béen sç>eaking Tbe tuning ended ;and a Beethoven Adagio thrilled so softlyj*i,
cf ber. Henri Reaux' manifest. and aaettWooing the roomn that its beginning wras feit rather than hteard. M~d ab1~
haci not passed unnoticed..-l!I - answer to a cali, EllisFietd quietly entered and took a #eat in .~i

Janet smiU-d -and bowder p tg t er of Janet and just to one -side. For a moment every bead turejp
friends, and wenit down w-thutl , nce at ward bim; flot entirely. because his return to the city was 'un~,
the mirror. Her daïlk hair was paited -fiom .brow and unexpected. or because. he was more often.found at his la'p

tneck and rolled behind,,ièreàrsý'.iû ' faibio'n tbat tban at afternoon functions; nor even because be was an.'open loe
lent an odd Japanese appearance .tý-hé,e1 ak oval of Jainet; but because bie was disturbingly definite and. vtlte

. face and long gray eyes.' She was smtatllbut îvild note wbere tameness prevailed. H~is strong and lovable persoU--.
lit siender, witb a distinction of carrnage that ality -pervaded any company wbere be appeared, and neyer retreate4

cWnae her 8eem tall. Her.cress was so perfect that *the into the polite colorlessness of mere convention. Other men love«
aiug observer would o'nly bave known tbat it was gray, with soft him; cbildren sought bim; old ladies told bim their troubles. Heiiiii

laht rtid on the bodice. and that she was very beautiful in it, At tali and a blonde. witb the smile of a boy. and stern righteouisness l>y
thç»Wrsý éotherhosessgreeted, ber, a pretty cbild banded bier a beneatb the kindness in bis blue eyes.

~.ptogyauz, and she seated berseif near a littie ,candle-stand ini t>e Ellis Field's proximity troubled Janet and disturbed ber mnood
MÈ5, mr0m doorway facing the musicians. Hie had placed one long ami across the back cf the vacant cbair before'

.1e,Imusic roomn was even more shrine-like than the hall and. like ber and she found berself watcbing the fine tenseness of bis1-aud
4. tt- large rom pening from it, gave a marvellous effect of sim- wbicb, without actually moving, yet seemed to vibrate to every t,6ne

cty, considering the wealtb of ricb detail. The generâl. cQlor- of tbe music. She remembered that bie was no mean pianist bîme»lf
C-2010q«yvas thatof stili green relieved by jars of red roses set. care- His face was turned to look past bier., and she could . see b is.oe
le#ly, about. Soft ôrierital draperies wvere drawn back -from the door- narrow a littiei evident contemplation Of Reaux. She bad a nmm-

-wy n nanch vrtepao to rawbite-wne entary indignant impulse, balf motherly, to sbield the artist from

Vkétory.Ail the 'curtgins -were close-drawi, _and many sbaded the pitiless scrutiny of this balanced young, man of the ,àorld.,,'n
candies Ugbhted' the soft- gloom, for it was Henri Reaux caprice tû wbom the judge neyer slept. She felt nervously that Ellis would
thli imself unablt Ito. play by dayligbt. Hesi h.gaeds o nesadtemscan's temperament. Neyer before bad sh*
troyed bis mood andi irritated him. feit a tbrob of apoýlogy for the man she intended to marry.; it'sur-

Joilet sat watching the ittiè orchestra of four pieces. For ail that prised and burt bier.
bis apera : old, the second. violinist might bave been a cler Then the caressing passion of tbe violin's singing laid tspl

a boke; te 'ellst as fa, cmmo-place-looking man, wbG upon ber, and she joyed in the tbougbt that she was inspiring it-
sug oetd-mubber u the sixs ws àfteemmn-ya obywibtevoi that she was stirring Reaux' interpretative lite to new vitality. She

*be it vetingly worn a halo; bis face, tbougb not perfIlect of felt the woman's pleasure of giving ail that she bas, and found a
- fatue, as f epresio beutiulandver far. is ees' sosugbt finer generosity in the man's ability toi receive without any thouglit

Jaets ac wtl rspcful adoration. of recompense. Ellhs would flot have accepted any sacrifice from MuY
Then the first violinist rose to toucb the key-note on the piano. Cniudo ae~

While the others tuned their instruments and as bie returned to his
ptacej he took a lbng-stemmed rose from a vase and, passing Janet

.droppoéd it in b'er Iap. Fie- was the observed of ail eyes. Henri
Reuux w*as the city's newest musical idol; for three montbs society -

had adored 'and feted lbim for bis. music, hi9 perfect manners, bis -
* peculiar foreign charm and distinction. He wNas ainew sensation. He

Whsofmediu m beigbt and graceful, tbotugh rather tbick-stwt
dark bair only a miere tbought too long, and a pale complexion offset
by b is carefully curled black moustache. He. could flot, bave been
forty. Alwaysa favorite with wornen, -men shrugged their shoulders
and Iaugbed at the women wbo surrounded bim, tbougb they bad no
definite objection to him. As bie tuned bis iristrument QL prelimina-ry
ecstasy shone in his fine dark eves and, meeting Janiet's glance, bis .

face almôst lit to beaut,.
ja net sat fingering bier rose, wbicb was a splasli of crdmîson agai ns.

:lier gray gown. This afternoon bie was to play for lier and to bier,
and aîterwards she was to sav -,whether she wotild go to Paris witl -

bim wben lie returned thither in a week. Hie told bier slie alone couil(1
make him play as a god, could throuigl him pour the beauty of bier
pure spirit into his music. He could do nothing without ber now:
shie had taken from Mirn bis ow'n po-wer and must not deny him the

* gift of hier more perfect Strellgth. «'

R' 5e11IliN devotion to wb t h ougbt vas an nanswering


