4 . RELIGIOUS BODIES ENTITLED TO

“urrrr  Escellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the Legislative Coun-. * .
CANADA. - cil and Assémbly of the Province of Upper Canada, - constituted and assembled . -
~ . by virtue of and under the authority of an Act passed in the Parliament of Great
" Britain, intituled, “An Act to repeal certain parts of an Act.passed in the 14th
* year of His Mujesty’s reign, intituled, * An Act for. making more effectual Pro-
. vision for the Government of the Province of Quebec, in North America, and
. to make further Provision for the Government of the said Province,’” and by
the authority of the same, that the marriage or marriages of all persons, not .
being under any canonical’ disqualification to contract matrimony, that have
- been publicly contracted. in this Province before any justicé of the peace, ma-
- . gistrate, o commanding officer of a post, or before any minister or clergyman,
Former marriages beforé the passing of this Act, shall be and are hereby confirmed, and shall be .~

- contirmed. . “considered good and valid in law ; and the partics to such marriages, and the
s .+ .0 issue thereof, shall be entitled to all the rights, and subject to all the obligations . -
resulting from marriage and consanguinity, any law, usage, or custom to the
© contrary in anywise notwithstanding. - & T '
" Method of preserv- 2. And to.enable any person ‘who may be desirous to preserve the evidence

“ing testimony of . of their marriage, and of the birth of their children, be it further enacted, by
former marriages.  ¢he authority aforesaid, that it shall and may be lawful, at any time within six -
: © years after the passing of this Act, for any justice of the peace, at the request
- of either of the parties, to administer the following oath or affirmation, as the -
*case- may be, to the husband and’ wife, or either of them :—*“1I, 4. B.do
* solemnly swear or affirm (as the case may be), that I did publicly intermarry -
" . with C. D, at ~onthe - dayof . in the year of our
“ Lord-© - andthat thereisnow . . - living issue of the said mar- -
- riage, (asthe case may be), . B.bornonthe: ~ - dayof =~ = M.B..
bornonthe - . dayof - » - and that such’marriage was solemnized .
by M. D. of the districtof - .” Which form of attestation shall be sub- "
scribed by the party making the same, and certified under the hand and seal of the
- justice administering the said oath or affirmation, who shall be entitled to receive
" .therefor 15.; and it shall be the duty of the clerk of the p:ace, upon payment .

of the sum of ¥ 5: G'd., to enter and record such attestation, duly certified as =~ J

aforesaid, in a register or book, to be by him. kept for that purpose, and such .-
register, or an attested copy thereof, shall be considered sufficient evidence of.

such marriage and of the birth- of ‘the said -children ; and the said clerk of the - . -

peace .is hereby required to give such copy duly. certified to-any person de- = -

3 _ﬁ,,me,“,,‘,_a,','iage,_‘ .manding the same upon payment of 2s.: Provided always, that nothing in this. SO

-miot to be rendered  Act contained shall extend, or be construed to extend, to make valid any mar-

- ::;Teiﬁh:,fffi,fé‘g' riage illegally soleinnized, when tlie parties to such illegal marriage, or either: of. N

| ! hus heen legally  them, shall have subsequently contracted matrimory ‘according to law.

' contracted. . e e e s S W L 45t shalland mav -
Ministersof certain ~ 3- ‘And beit further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that it shall and may -

. denominations au-. be Jawtul for any clergyman or minister of any. church, society, congregation,

. thorized to solem~ relizious ¢ nunity of person fessing to be | bers -of the Church of

, vize matrimony, . OF TELZIOUS community ol persons, profcssing to be memubers -ot the LAurch o

_ Methodists,” Menonists, Tunkers, or. Moravians, who shall .be authorized in- '

Scotland, Lutherans, Presbyterians, Congregationalists, Baptists, Independents, ' R

- manner hereinafter mentioned, to solemnize the ceremony of .marriage- within +

B this Province between any two persons, neither of whom is under any legal =~
. disqualification to contract matrimony. - . .. e e T T

' Certificatetobe 4 Provided nevertheless, and be it further enacted, by the authority afore:. ..

obtained from the _said, that no person shall be taken or deemed to be a clergyman or: minister of -
quarter sessions by guch church, society, congregation, or religious community, within the intent .

‘ministers before -

. they ¢an solemnize -and meaning of this Act, who shall not have been regularly ordained, consti- "= -
mutrimony. - tuted, or appointed, according to the rites: and form of such-church, society, .-
PR ~‘congregation, ‘or religious commanity of which he professes to be a clergyman

‘or minister, and unless he shall be a subject of His Majesty, and- shall appear

" before the justices of thé district in which -he shall reside,  in ‘general quarter’ . « .

- sessions-assembled, and unless he shall produce proof of his ordination, consti- .

_tution, or appointment ‘as such minister, and shall then and theke take the = .

oath of allegiance to' His' Majesty, which oath the said court shall then and =~ -

- there administer, and thereupon, if'it shall appear to the majority of the justices ' -~
" then'present that he has been regularly ordained, constituted, or appointed as.
aforesaid, they are hereby authorized and required to grant him a certificate

- under the seal of the court, and signed by the. chajrman and the clerk ‘of AT
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