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In ordinary intercourse in society every titled lady up to a

Marchioness is addressed ii the saine mianier-simrply " Lady
So-nitd-so." The highest rank of all, Duchess, alone receives
lier title lm conversation. But comibined with this there is SdCh
clinging to the shades of rank that iot mnerely would each
'' Lady "l insist on having lier particular place the hierarchy
-- aron's wife, Viscounitess, Countess and . rchioness-care-
fully observed lu any case where rank could be exhibited; but
li the case of those of equal rank the right of precedence is
followed to the point of allowing to go first the one whose title
is of the elder creation."

This was anusingly brouglit horne to nie at one of the fune-
tions attended by the Queen in
the tirst Jubilee celebration ten
years ago. At that tinte, wlien
she wars onfly neryiN seventy,
the Queen went about a good -

deal; lu this last Jubilee, at
nearly eighty, she was seen only
lii lier one formal appearance.
So the little incident that I an
about to give occurred, be it
understood, in 1887. I was
standing talizng to the Dowager
3Marchioness of Londonderry,
wlien lier daughnter-in-law, the
present 31archioness, approacli-
ed. 'lie younger Lady London-
derry was at the tinte the Vice-
Queen of Ireland and accord-
iîgly liad the cares on lier hands
of arranging the order in which,
the Irish ladies present should
approichr loyalty. She was in
great anxiety. "Can you tell
me. she asked lier mother,

whichi is the elder creation,
Downshire or Drogheda? Lady
Dowisliire and Lady Drogheda
are both here, and I catnot re-
iemrber which goes first." The y

Dnwager lady hunted through
lier inemories with all the care
lIat the inportant point de-
served. Ultimately, as neither
of tlemu was sure, it was settled
·tlhat it was unfortunately neces-
-sary to go and ask the ladies
themnselves. "l They will know,"
said the elderMarchioness-aid,

-sure enrougli, they did! I lad
ilie curiosity on my retur liomne LLDcis
to searcl tîe volume willii Lu., DUCtESS O
.old Major Pendennis urged Pen
to make hiimself so faniliar--the British Pecrage-antd I found
·thait Droglieda was created a Marquis in 1791, wihile Downshire
daited fromt 1789.

Precedence is strictly observed in every case where one person
enn go lu front of another. Thus, at the State Concerts tliere
are zeparate rows for ladies of different degrees of rank, aid
4)V o1f the hardships of a widowed peeress narrying again is
thaut she forfeits lier r!.ht to a seat on the Duchesses' bench "l
,r whatever lier place muay have been ii lier first lusband's life.
This loss of rank occurs, thoughr the first iusband's title con-
thrues to be used; a widôwed peeress re-mirrying a peer of
Inwer rank continues to bc called by the naine of the dead ius-
I"nd, but this is a matter of courtesy trot adnitted as giving
lrecedence. Tius, the lady once known as Mrs. Hannersley
of New York and next as the Duchess of Marlborouli is now
the wife of Lord William Beresford, and as such is no longer
allowed a seat on " the Duchesses' bench" at Court: never-
theless, she is never called Lady William Beresford. but still
Lily, Duchess of Marlhorough-lier Christian naine being
used to distimguishr lier fron lIre wife of the present Duke. lier

stel)-son. This continuance of the verbal rank that lias really
been resigned and that cannot be claimed at any cerenonial is
another illustration of the observation made above--how the fine
courtesy of society covers over and ignores in daily imtercourse
the varying degrees that tire yet essentially clung to so very
tenacioisly.

A quite undue infinence is given by the possession of a title,
and a lady with."' a handle to lier nane " is sure of being casily
recognized as supreme in whatever circle sie pleases to nix,
where titles are trot every-day iatters. lin "societies " or asso-
ciated efforts for public objects, as well as in privarte intercourse,
a title is all-powerful, with little regard to the talent or wisdoit

of its ownter; her wislies, lier
opinions on other workers, lier
utterances, even unsupported by
any pretence of reason, will re-
ceive the nost submrissive atten-
tion. The result is often mis-
chievous in the extreie: good
fellow-workers are discarded,
wronrg lines of action are sup-
ported, individuals are favored
or ignored at the bidding of
"Lady So-and-So" and sIe is
put in evidence on occasions
wlien lier essential betters are
available but are ignored. But
then, on the other hand, infinite
possibilitiies of good are thus
opened to the women of -the
aristocracy, and the majority of
them avail themselves, to a
greater or less extent, of those
opportunities. If our aristo-
cratic leaders do not generally
widen and enlarge the minds of
those arouud them, they at any
rate encourage organized chari-
tics, patronize elementary edu-
cation or feed the aged and aid
the sick. There are few women
at the ltead of society who alto-
gether ignore the obligations
that their fortunate and promi-
nent position lays upon thent to
do sonething themselves for the
less prosperous and also to lead
the rich middle classes on to
spend some of their money for
good objects. They know well
enough that threir patronage will

F~aLntoUt'GHt. bring into charitable work the
money and exertions of many
whose motive is not a- pure one

but nerely a snobbisi desire to "get to kiow her ladiyship";
and they very rightly exploit this unworthy motive for the benefit
of the efforts in which they are interested. .

As regards tieir "own " villages-the folks living on the
land surrouînding the aristocratie abodes, the ladies' lusbands'
estates-public opinion expects then to do a good deal for the
more needy of these working people. It is only riglt that they
should be held responsible for a moderate degree of well-being
amiongst the poor and decrepit, since they have often, as sole
owners of the soil, absolute control over the village. Unsanitary
cottages, overcrowded and ill-ventilated, are tole-·ated by public
opinion still ; but that there should be no charity ready for the
emergencies of life. for sickness, accident and old age, would
cast discredit on the lord and lady of the manor. They can,
if they wish, meet this to some extent by refusing to allow build.
iag on their land. In one case known to me the tyrannical
Earl not only refuses to aillow "I his " village to grow beyond the
exact size that ie judges will supply him with au abundance of
labour for his estate, with the necessary shops. forge and so on-
so that the poor- pettple who wàvnt to marry have to wait
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