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its rivOI s, gorgeons in tho l:hvishCd
beauty of its mîountains anîd valloys,
sublime in its ondless woods, r'ich in the
relies of its past bright in hopes of its
future, the frinîgos of the Atlan tic iaving
its Eistcrn slopos; tho mirror-waters of
the Pacifie reflecting the shadows of its
Western hills.

The pleasant task which ve now mark
ont for ourselves, is that of bringing1
forth in as simple a man ncr as possible,
a fow of' the divers characteristics. beau-
tics andt adi vantages that cmbollish ouir
land. If wc succecd in intresting the
p.ublic, we wil f'el a truc satisfiact:on;
if vo siccccd in lighting up a spark of'
patriotismn which may have bec simoul-
doring for want of a bre:ath to stir ià
into action. ve will xperience a par-
donable pride ; if wo su ccced i n awaking
in the breastS of Our fel Iow-countrvn c.

sn interest in Canî ada, her past, her
present antd hor future, wc shall considr
our object attained, and it will bo our
plcasant. duty to thanl a gcenerous pub-
lie for being instrumental ii our success.

A SKETCTÉ OF TRE PAST!

IT înay secm. a usclcss task, a supediuous
work to retrace the historyof our yoiing
Country, but our object is not to 'give
a history; rather would we throw a
ganco. as rapidly as possible, on thosec
events wvhicl characterize our earlier
epochis, il order to prove the fact, that
if Canada continues to progress in the
ratio in which she lias progressed froin
the days when first the foot of civilized
man was set upon ber shore, on to
oui own tine, that in years to come,
wben the mighty nations of Euroye
shall have folloiwed in the wake of Troy,
Palnyra, Athens, Carthage, and Ancient;
Rome, when their trophies and thcir
monuments shall lie by the side of
Babel's ruined tower, and Nero's desert-
ed temple, that Canada. still in the fresh-
ness of her being,still in the vigor of'
her existence, shall have reachied the
noon-tide glory and prosperity, from
*hich to-day shine the kingdons, em-
pires anld republics of the olid vorld.

Ascending the streain of time, we find
ourselves towards the close of the first
half of the sixteenth century, looking
down upon a yet undiscovered land.
Whore, to-day, the flags of Eiglaïd and

Canad yave fron the spires of Ottawa's
Parlimnent Houso, the pmn-tree swayed
to tho brcezes th at swept the spacos of
the Ottawa valley; where, to-i by; tue
vaststructurs ad towring mloiinncits
iiark tue g-cat city of Moni0t real, froi.
thlie top of \oniît ]oyal the lîiii war-
rior gaze tipon the Coiîcil-fire tlhat
blazed in the village O llocieliga;
where, to-diay, tic grini oldci fcrtress aind
hunidiced )Spires Of the aiitiquiiatel city
of QIebcC point to the bine deiiic, the
wvild i ici nd tiary Iroquois met in
deadly strifb ipoi thc historic heighîts
of Stadacoia. Froi the sraits of
-Belle-Isle to the hleighit of Imad Lhre
was nauigit but one bounîicless, nuniieas-
urable forest. iHore and there it was
intersected by the rivers aid strcaims,
that dwirg n triegh the cointry,
bleinded at iast in the wavcs of one giant
floodl w h icl iii its turn rolled iLself into
the vast bosomî 'of the Atiitic.

SuIh was Canada nupo theîc 13th of
September, 1-535. , was eveiiing and
tei rcd sui was sinlking behind the pmur
ple Lauirentidies. as a piligrim barque
plougied for tue tist time ihe mighty
St. Lawr-ence. W'it h wconderinîg admira-
tion, with wiole-souled we, w'ith sonti-
moncîîts of g-raitude to the Guider ofNa-
tiojs' dostinics, breating, periqps, a
prayer to the Star ofi the Sea, the sailor
of Sf. Malo stood upeon the dock, cdrinkc-
ing ii ftl grandeur of Canada's priineval
landscape. Nigit cast lier shadois
upon the new fairy-land, aid the moon,
slowly rising. lit withi a ghastly light,
ti specri-ko rocks anMd yawning
abysses that lined the great lood. Day
daiied on tue 14th of Septei ber, the
day consccrated to the mcmîor-y of the
great St. Lawrence, and Jaccques Cartier,
the founidcr of this maisginificeiit laid, the
first European to sail on those miighty
waters, filled iith that chivaliric spirit
that characterizcs the sons Of France,
inîstead of giviiig his name to Che land
or the stream, styled the ono Nd
France," and called the other after the
Saint on wihose day it was discovered.

Thus was Canada found h Tue cross
was planted by Cartier on the baiiks of
the St, Charles, and thenl and there did
tue enîvoysofFranîce cmeun ec-thec oee
party to conquer, the other to convert
the wild India inhabitants. Cartier
ascended fuithier the St. Lawience. le


