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AND NOTIONS.

"3t would not b under forthe publishers
to allow the tade a better profiv. They can
affond to do o as they make enormous protts.
O the other hand, the regolar trade sell
most of the schiool bBooks at or about cost,
when express and other charges are taken
into consideration. There » practcally no
eveuse for them.  They have the Mmister
completely under their control, and he dare
not reduce prces. Tins was never betier
shoun than i the present arbiraton The
Ainiseer and the aebitrators have to do just
as the publistiers say m the matter, as we
shall show an later issues, Tuis said that (wo
~teatg loced irms have offered 1o produce the
hooks at 30 per cent. less costand to give the
wrade a much lagger proat

THE NEW POSTAGE RATES.

The followmy s i copy of the circular
issued by the Postmaster General w regacd
ta the postage mcteases, whih cune into
force touday .

Ihe rate of postage upon letters posted in
Canada, addressed 1o phices within the
Domimon o1 in the United States, will be 3
cents per ounce mstead of 3 cents per half
ovunce as heretofore.

Upent drop-letters posted at an office trom
which Jetters are delinered by letter carriers,
the postage tate will be 2 vents per outice in.
stead of 1 cent per half ounce. The rate of
postage upon drapeletters, except i the aties
where free dehivery by letter carners has
been established, will be 1 cent per ounce.

The fee for the registration of & letter or
other atticle of mad matter will be 5 cents
upon all dasses of correspondence passing
within the Dommon  For the present and
until further anstrucied the registraton fee
may be prepard by using the 2-cent regstm
ton, stamps and postage to make up the
amount,

Letters  msofficiently  prepmd will be
charged double the deficency, as heretofore,
rmrhlvd at Jeast a parnal prepayment has
)xen made.  Letters posted wholly unpaid
will be sent 1o the dead letter office for return
to the wnter.

DISGRACEFUL JOURNALISM,

We seldom make reference to our daily
press, but when occasion demands we feel it
oug duty to ift our sasce i fasor of honorable
jurnalism The disgraceful conduct of some
of our oty papers is fast reducing the stan-
dard to mere personal abuse.  Instances of
this character we regret to say are far o
Fhey are pamfully frequent and
seem to be despnedly written with the view
of catenng to the depraved tastes of the wonst
phases of human nature  Such practices
shonld be stopped  Surely the law of libel
does not mean thatan unscrupalous journalist
shaald be perminted to tire his ballets of
venum mdiscnmunately mto a body of men
avy mare than that he should be allowed to
ke debberate ann at a sigle mdinvidual.
Let any man with a keen sense of honor read
varcfully the pages of the Eveninyg Telegram,
amd we venture o aay he must feel hunibiated
as well as distressed to think we live m o

numcrous

commumty which tolerates such degraded
and degrading journalism.  The public re-
cogmzes the true unssion of the press, and
cven when it steps a little beyond the line in
A righteous cause they are prepared to forgive.
An example of this kind of recent date was
this very paper n defending itself against the
libel swit by our city contractors.  Our peo-
ple, however much they sympathized with the
Telegram during the trial, took no delight in
the persecution it kept up after the toal was
over; and there was a geaeral expression of
repret when the Judge could wot see his way
to make the paper pay its own costs, purely
on account of its conduct subsequent to the
trinl  We quote a few examples from the
Telegram as follows -

*To say that that august body, the Court
House Commiittee of the City Council, hadn't
as much brains as o hen, is o throw & most
undeserved slur upon the intethgence of that
most useful biped.”

* He has more clothes than he has intel
lect, perhaps, but the truth is that Ald. W, J.
Hill can change his mind guicker than he can
his miment.”

Such wniting as this we know every respect.
able citrizen tharoughly condemuns with a most
profound contempt for the paper that writes it,
and yet such thigs are of daily occurrence
among us, s there no remedy for such out-
mpes on our people?  Must our aldermen
give thear tme to the public free and abso
freedom 1o the papers to slander them at will,

CANCELLATION OF ORDERS.

If there is one thing more aggravating than
another, to the ordimary wholesale merchan,
it s 1o have an order for goods, which have
been booked, refused or cancelled by the
customer, for no other reason, perhaps, than
since the onder had been given the market
price of these particalar goods had declined
or that a nival traveller had offered him the
goods at a lesser mate than be had given his
order for. 1t 15 annoying to the wholesale
merchant, that, after an order has been
booked for goods for import or forward deli-
very, if the market dechne, a desire is ex-
pressed 1o have the order cancelled.

There are fow, if any, wholesale houses in
Canada, that will not delner goods as
promptly as possible, even though prices
adhvance sharply after the order is booked.
in fact, at the time the order is hooked, all
rehable tinms, in turn, contract with the manu-
facturers or therr agents on the basis of the
sale, or clse have previously covered their
contracts by purchasing ahead, and, conse-
quently, deliver at the siune tme profit 1n
case of an advance, as they would had the
market declined.  But when w the event of
& dechine customers endeavour to cancel, or
refuse 10 accept dehvery, the wholesaler or
mporter s placed i an eaceedingly awk.
ward position.  As for example: A, whoisa
vonsumer of gahanized iron in, say Wood-
stuck, places an order with B & Co., & Tor-

onto wholesale finm, for two cases of galva
nized iron at 3¢ per lb, delivered at Wood
stock. [n order to deliver at this place w i
necessary for B & Co. to have this iron ship
ped on a through bill of lading from Londo:
or Liverpool, as the case may be, and thus 1
done. But before arnval of the iron A
writes that he has been offered smne quality
at a lower price, and unless B & Co. wilt
meet this figure he wants the order cancelled
For B & Co. there is but one thing to be
done in order to protect themselves, and that
is to insist upon the ters of the contrace
beinyg carried out, but in most instances the
buyer is a customer whose trade is, perhap-.
valued highly by the whalesale house, and
for this reason the latter does not care
insist on the purchaser taking the goods, an)
must, if he cannot otherwise arrange and
does not see his way clear to lose money m
accepting the price offered, have the iron
held to order at Woodstock, and sell it when
opportumty offers at whatever he can get
for it.

This is manifestly unfair.  No wholesale
house can afford to pay teavellers eapenses
and salaey for the purpose of booking order
and then have these orders cancelled, nom
can they afford m every instance to fnsist
upon dehvery being taken ; the results are
clear. The wholesaler loses confidence m
the retailer and m the neat transiction mus
tike into account the manner in which the
previous transaction was regarded by the
customer and ask for his goods a propor-
tionate increase in price by way of protection.
The retailer on his part must feel that he
cannot cantinue to do business on the same
footing with the wholesale house, and dis
trust and  dissatisfaction, besides oftentimes
pecuniary loss result from what may at the
moment scem to be but a minor matter n
the cancellation of an order.

Let it be laid down as a standard principle
to guide every transaction of every business
man of integrity and honour that whatever
gowds he orders he shall be prepared to take,
and that without grumbling, no matter what
changes take place in the market ; and alve
it is well for the retailer to bear in mnind that
the wholesaler has his business to cany
on the same basis though on a somewhat
larger scale, and the same rules which govein
one in a transaction or in the carrying out of
a comract—should also govern the other.

KEEP CLEAR OF THEM.

Atan informal meeting of creditors held P
his city last week, an evil from which the
trade 15 suffering was very clearly demoa.
strated.  The tirm in question showed assors
of about $4,000 and liabilities of about $6,00
The chief creditors were represented.  Thay
were made thoroughly conversant with the
case and unanimouslyurged the firm to assign
Ontheadvice of the solicitorwho accompanie d
them to the meeting, they positively refiscd
to do so, but tried to force a settlement «

.




