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of stîchi ciainîis cxceedliîîgly dlirncult, aîîd slhow, h)v
pliblic lisapproval aniff social ostracisnîi of Ilte gtîilîv-
parties 1 lt stuci acts nlient aîîdl wiIi receive Setr

cot(etllltiii ?
Uîîdclrwvriters, are chiargcd wvitli tlie too prompt pa%

men ofioss riaitîts, aîîd iL is lrgel tlit Ibis is le eaî ise
tof iiauv fires. I arni coîîfidetit tiiis clarge wvilli îota:ppiv

10 UIl adjîîstiieut ai settleîîîcît of dlaiims tlit appear
to be fraudiaileut, or tiiose growiing out of suspiciolîs
ires.
Just Ilion iiiucli justice liere iiiay lie iiu lle applica-

tioli of tlie chiarge o tlie settletîîeîît of otlier ciajits 1
Ill, imot prcparedl 10 say, but I atui sure tliat if tlie eîtor.
nimons amount paiti anmmnially for Ioss, thie v'ariety ai
niaguittide of tlie initere.ste coîtnectedl %vilî Ilile siliie.
aiîd Ille ilnPOrtamtce of elabliig lte assured b p)rOteet
Ilîcir legitintiate ititerests aiti prevemil furthier loss, are
gîveni proper weiglit ilu cousidleritig tliis chiarge, it will
be adînitLedl th'at Ille conîPalties laiudie tUlis great fillan-
cial qmîestiosi w'itli reînarkable ability, juidgiuieit, prul-
dence ittd discretioti.

Tlie importance of sectritg legisiatiou by tlie State.s
ptuvidl;tg for a thiorotigli officiai iiuvestigatiou of tlite
enses of lires sliotild be kept iiu iittid, withi a vie%% of

pusing a siscce.ssfuil catupaigit before tlie differetit
iegisiattmres at tlieir itext sessiotîs. Aiiîd otîr efforts to
ecutre locil building iaws providing fur iimnpruved ciî-
structioit unidera properamtd efficiemit supervision sliotld
Le coutîiinued ou a weli deliîted plani.

Renieed efforts shiould be mtadle 10 secuire lie passage
of a National Bamîrlpî Law by ogrsfor il ks be-
heved tlhat sucli a law wvouild le 1i>eneficienit and( cffec-

ie iii reduciitg lite fire ivaste.
Tie liazards growiing out of tlie ulse of electricity for

liglit.poiver, atnd ntail o111cr purposes sliouti( receive,
speial attenitionl by a fuîiiy cîupoweredl couxilîcite, look-

iing 0 Ilte foriniaîliti of uniifonui rîties aîtd restrictionis
in Iijîe %vitli lte present kttowiedge of lie liazaril. Pos-

4bly lite tinte is niot yet witli uis for flily tneastrittg lie
lenteuits of dnger conttiected wviti tlie itîtrodluctioit of
tiecticity, buit il is w-ellii itderstood tlit with ill lie
safegnlards -lready iitroduced lie dlatigers are great,
and tucre is strottg belief tliat lie fire tvaste lias lk-CI
greatiy iincreased by tlie uise of tiis powerfui propcrty.

Time relative ailloulnt of iinstrattce to tîte value of pro-
pwrty covercdl is a poiit t lit lie adIvers;e Ioss experienice
of te past sixteeni ittotits 1,as foi-ced lis seriouîsly lu

çottsider, arnd I aint coiiviiîtd lit a tmore getîcrai xtse
of the co-inistîramîce clause is deuulaulded, auld if scuredl
ui! lie a po)werftîl ýfa-ctor lii rcduciîtg lie ire w~e

The imtportattce of titis is receiviimg lie liotglitful com-
5ideratjoît of lite active imîiids iii our busitmcss far mort
thau ever before, ami tihe actioni of Ille New Y ork, local
lxerd ilu adopttuig ail Su lier cenit. co-itîsuiratice claus.

lotipjly 10 :.Il rated risks lii lIte bletropolilau District
isof tlit greatest imîportamce, anid foresliadows ait cra
oflprospiîy iii New Vork city iiiderwrvitiiig. Ibelieve
ibat if lite coniipanlies gcerily Nvoutid takze ill titis
questioli of co-iîsuramce for iiniediate co-operalive a-le
lion, atîd wultd jouii iii iinstrmctiotîs to tlîcir rep)reseita-
tires iii tc ifferetît iintderwriii.g org.ittizatiost, look-
ing to Ille fonîtatioin of rules providitig fur tlie more
general us;e of tlite clause, a briglit amtd promtisittg dany
intout buisiness wvill Iave beeit reacltc(l.

At Ilte anîmutal tnicetiiîg of ti Natioitai Boardl of
Fire ljîtderwriters liu Ncwv Vork oatlie 12tl1 uit., of

wKbich Mr. D. WV. C. Skiitotî of lie Pliocttx of Ilax-tford
Tus presildemît, ail lle farinier officers were re-cle-cted.
The execttive cottunlitcet ivas aulthorized to issute a

c'Il for a geiteral coiifectce orflire iiiiderwriters at aum
WilY day to coiisider lie fire insuratice situation.

A HIGHILY I'NJIUDlIOUS TAX PROPOSITION.

\\le lhave i>eeîî as-toili>liedl 10 Iiarit by soute bni
niotices iii lie I)cs, bit appareittly lie Govmeritnîieit or
Ilte Provinice of Qîîeb)CC elitertaiîts Ilte ide:î of adoptlig
tite suicitil poiicy of îaxitg hlotîds -111( itorigages
'Ple rate wliici is spokzeu of varies froui oite-teiiti t l

otte-qîtarter of out lier relt. ou lIe i)riitcipal, accoffdisig
10 differetît autitorities. A ta-, oit rual estiate is also0

Iitntted at. itli regardl 10 tiis '.itter, probamiy but
l1111e fautit cai be foltmmd, seeiig tluit dlirect laxalitl or

soutle k'iît is a ttecessity. Blit il) imptose a tltx oi1t lit

is 10 uis lie veîy lieiglil of foily, attdl if a ptdcati
Iiîrdiy 111 lu li ttie 1<> briîîg niito 0lte lmusimte.ss of Ile

prov'itice. Tlue cily of Momtre.-l voiffi lie lie cliel
sitiferer. for il is litre litIlite timoîey iteresl-s of tlie
I)ottiitioi art- besl represt:eîl. Tlie very positioli of

lte City as Ilte finiaticial ccimîre of Ilte coultly woltd lie
cîtdaxîgeredl aiîd probably losI. It is surely liardlly
itecessary to reitittid our legislalors tlitI Tlorotîto i.
waitittg amtdl wiliii t receive ail1 tuie comtmtercial aîtdl
fitiancial corpiotaîiotî il ca11 ù-l ulti tsîaý b:~ lit il
siiort-sigled iegisiatioîi lie dIriveit fioti Ioutîreal. Let

is, for iiitamce, takze Ilite illsuramîce iiterests. At pre-

seul Mottreal is lite liteaidqtarlv:r-- for Caîtada oftlie

xnajority of lte great Britislh atîd Aturican oapxe
dloiig businiess iii otîr iiiî(iSt, but aI tlie appoiiîtîieiît of

every itew chiief aget, lie qutestiot aireadly i--

'mitetther a relioval of tlie ciief office 10 'F'oroîtto woil(
tiot l)e wvise iti vicw of tlie greal growt1i of liat citv

Sutie comîxpaimies liavu alealiîade Ilte cianlgç, aitd

lucre cati be iittie tdouht but tlit if. tax wc-re inîiposedl
atm lie iuetut l uxade il% lte i)ouiuiot. liy culpa-

iiies wiiose Caladiau it idqtiarters- are iii M,\ommrei, a
sîcady aîîd rapid climtge wvoîtd takze pliace, attd iiia vcry
feu, years Troronlto wvotiicl iecottte tlie ccite for- ai! tli

tîtsutraitce iltlerests of aaa It alreatdv k, tlie cetre

for our boulte comitirties, eilit of lieimi lotg ucaled
tlere ais aganîist ofmiy tliree litre. Aiftd if tlite otild

it titis inîpouiatit brjîici of ittauice wiil lie rit ait eiffl

Atici limatI tie will do0 su tlt<-v i- lio dt1oubt. Is 111o bie
:slltpor., exaimpie, limI tlig itauiagers of lie large,
Britisi life conax~ wili ~omit to1 pay zt la%
anurlittig 1.0 tîxtiy ttisîdsof dlollar-s peruîtnî

wvlten h)y siitpiy tttoviiimg lu 'l'ototîto liev cati avoidl il ?
Ouxe of lte luirgest of titese iîitîillionis, w1lici lias
ilveslcdl abot $0,ooKo,ooo lt Cauîidr, cliiefil' iti Otîtario
itmiiticipai I)ioîîd, is alreadly discussiitg lie ttcCcSsity of

îmmalimmg Ilte itove, ,iîold lie liw carry, -as tlmcy uvoîml
oilierwise liave Io pay a ta\ of curt.iiy nit h-ss tita

si-, îimotisilitd dollars lier aîixitmiii. ammd perialis as uttîtei

as lifîceix li at-at ýSteadIiiy iîcrcaiîîlg wiîi tlie
growtii 01 tlitir iitVeslitteits. 'Vie blow wh-Iieit woldk
be give to uir commtîerce by tlie retmoval ol eve t uijis

aime ilstitîttioit wollkid be iîttîieitse, aîîl wlit il would(
bL if aj itunthier of otiterb took lte saits. stiiatt t..ît l 3

lie intargiliedt, il. NVoldt Y- lie ue datxkli la10 t Moutreail's

fînaticiai sttpretxaCy.
But pcrItaps sonte 'tvill tbiuitk lit we rire wroutg iii

siopposimtg Iltlitle ta-, woild apply tu aiîy corporationis
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