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There lies a little city in the hills,
White are its roofs. dim 18 each dwelling’s door,
And peace with perfect test its basom hils.

Thete the pure mist, the pity of the cea,
Comes a8 a white, soft hand, and reaches o'er
And touches 1ts still face mnst ten o1l

Ttnetirrad gnd malm amid nuy ehifilae e
1.0 7 where it hies. far fenm tha elach and roae
With quiet distance biurred, as #f thro tears

O heart, that prayest so for God to send
Some loving messenger to go before
And lead the way to whete thy longings end,

Be sure, be very sure, that soon will come
His kindest angel, and through that still deor
Iato 1nfinite love will lead thee home.
—ZE. R, Sill.

MODERN MISSIONS CONSIPDFRED AN CHRIS.
TIAN FVIDFNCF

BY REV. PROFESSOR BAIRD. B.A.

Christianity is a missionary religion. The precepts and
practice of its founder alike bear testimony to this: a testi-
mony corroborated by such wvision as the Church has
enjoyed of her own highest ideal, Whenever the Christian
attempts to realize in his life the principles to which he is
pledged, he finds that a condition of his own full enjoyment
of the blessing is that he share it with others and so by the
necessities of his own spiritual life as well as by the command
of his Lord, he becomes a witness holding forth the Word of
Life. Slow as the Church has been to realize in her cor-
porate capacity the behest that is so plainly laid upon her
members, Christianity still stands conspicuous among the
religions of the earth by its missionary character. Other
systems have spread by conquest, by colonization, in the
train of communication opened up by commercial or poli
tica! alliance ; but it is one of the distin~tive features of the
Christian faith that it has made its most renarkable progress
not by these means, but by the peaceful eflurts of its followers
who have deliberately addressed themselves to this conquest
of the world and have given not only time and thought but
life itself to spreading the knowledge of Him vho brought
them from death to life.

Christianity moreover is the only missionary religion. As
it stands unique on the one band in the motive that prompts
missionary effort, so it is without a rival on the other
in the coutinuity of its evangeliang energies. Bud-
dhism which .nzy <laim a larger following than Christianity
displayed at one time considerable aggressive energy of a
missionary charauter—but it was for a comparatively brief
period only aud the time is now long past. Mohammedan-
ism, the only other system that can be mentioned in this con-
nection, has always depended for the success of its aggres
sive efforts on considerations other than those which appeal
to the moral or spiritval pature. The conquering armies
which fought under the crescert have made famous the triple
choice of the Koran, the tribute or the sword.

There have been three periods in the history of the Chris-
tian Church conspicuously marked by missionary zeal. The
first is that of the apostolic and post-apostolic times when
the early Christians in the joy of their new found faith went
everywhere preaching the Word ; when Paul, prince among
missionaries, carried the good news to the Gentiles; and
when by the blessing of God upon these m=n and their suc-
cessors, the whole Roman world accepted Christianity within
300 years. And all this in spite of the fact that the men who
advocated the new doctrine were poor, for the most part
without learning and altogether without prestige. They
made their way amud the clear light of the Augustan age
against Roman strength, against Greek cleverness and aga:nst
Jewish bigotry, and established a new doctrine which offered
no compromisc: to their vices but demanded a degree of
purity of which they had hitherto had no conception and
for which their past history showed that they had no natural
liking. The very success whirh commanded the recngnition
of Christianity as a national religion and gave it an aspect of
attractiveness for those who had never felt its spuitual power,
wrought a reversal in its onward course. Missions which
have always flourished in proportion as the Church sought
nearnsss to its Fead and conformity to His Law, and which
have languished when confarmity to the warld has taken the
place of transforination into the image of Jesus Christ, were
in the backgvound from the beginning of the third century till
the fifth. From the begioning of the fifth till the middle
of the sixth century new life prevailed and missions
revived. Men ‘ike Ulfilas amoag tne ¢3nths, Patrick in Ire-
land, Columba ia Scotland, the Abbot Augustine in Eagland
and Boniface in Germany mark a new era and weave a web
of romance cbout the history of medixeval missions. This
was still the age of individual missionary effort. The period
when societies were formed for Christian work of this kind
had not yet come.

The period of the Reformation, which one would naturally
expect to b characterized bty an outpouring of vigorous
missionary effort, was painfully lacking in anything of the
kind. The Reforaels were so uweupied wah toubies and
disputes mamly of a doctninal <haracter among themselves,
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Su hapaged ti deiunning their own posiioa and estabiish-
ing poltical can ectinns for the better securing of their
rights, that they bad ac thought to sparo for the heathcs
e:ther w.th.n or beyoad seas.  Yet it must not be teft uanoted
that many of the Eagiish mariners of Queen Elizabeth s reign
were marked by a true sense of missionary duty. Sir Hume
phrey Gilbert's chronicler says that *the sowing of Chris-
tianity must be the chief inteant of such as shall make any
attempt at foreign discovery, or else whatever is builded upon
other foundations shall never obtain happy success or con-
tinuance.” Sir Walter Raleigh gave /1oo for the propaga.
TL e Thsdaa sthgewo L0 ihe newiy louned coiong of
\ eginia, aod the cbarter of the East Iedia Company, sut

prsing as 't may seem to those who are only famuhiar wub
the subsequent history of that corporation, expressly regarded
the promotion of the kingdom of God as an obligation ona
higher plane than the advancement of interests of commerce.
But hopeful as were these signs, it was only with the close
of the last and the opening of the present centut s .hat Chris.
tian people in any general and organized way began to address
themselves to the evangelization of the world. Twoinfluences
were at work-—one was the evangelical revival in Britain and
America towards the close of thslast century. The preach.
ing of the Wesleys in Eogland, Jonathan Edwards in Amer-
ica and George \Vhiteficld in both, had a tremendous influ-
ence in dwaking the people from their spiritual lothargy.
The other influence was the enthusiasm for human ty, the
spirit of philanthropy, of the good Samaritan which at this
time was deeply stirred. Howard was spending his life in
alleviating the suflering of prisoners in noisome duageons;
Wilberforce was thrilling England with his pleas for the
negro slaves in the West Indies, and Robert Raikes, the
pioneer in another direction, was opening the first ragged
school. The conflux of these two streams of tendency, each
of which aiready possessed wn tself the spint of missions,
soon directed attention to the duty which the Christian
Church owes to those who are without her pale. The pity
and compassion evcked on behalf of the suffering and down-
trodden in British domains naturally led those who saw that
this was the spirit of the Gospel, the spirit which had led on
to its early successes, to enquire why they might not unite to
send the good news to those who were still in total darkness.
The beginnings were scattered and feeble—yet within twenty
years following 1790 most of what are now the larger mis-
sionary societies were formed. Carey went to India in 1793,
Morrison to China in 1807, Judson to Burmah in 1813, Wil-
liams to the South Seas and Moffat *o South Africa in 1816,
Wilson to Bombay in 1828 and Duft to Calcutta in 1829.
These were the pioneers of 3 movement which has grown to
such proportions that it may now be said with a greater truth
than ever before that the Lord's work is going up and pos-
sessing the earth for Christ. The story of this world con-
quest finds no parallel except in the apostolic days. Indeed
one is scarcely surprised at finding the Bishop of Ripon say
as he did a few days ago that * the story of modern inissions
15 a conunuatnon of the Acts of the Aposties with all its essen
tial supernaturalism.”

Although the narrative of this mussionary actwity fur-
nishes the facts cn which the following argument is based, it
is impossible here to go over the history of the evangelization
of cven a single country. All that can be done is to indicate
in a few sentences the results in three specimen countries as
widely dissimilar as the Hawaiiau Islands, Japan and British
Columbia.

The first missionaries visited the Hawaiian or Sandwich
Islands in 1819 and found a people ripe for the Gospel. Five
years afterwards the principal chiefs agreed to recognize the
Sabbath and to adopt the ten commandments as the basis of
Government. Twelve years later in 1835 the great revival
came. It lasted six years and 27,000 persons were received
into the Church. In 1863 a g-eater proportion of the people
could read and write than 1n New England. The islands had
been Christianized. Eighteen foreign missionaries under the
auspices of a native organization had been sent to the
Marquesas and the parent society—the American Board of
Commissioners for Foreign Missions, practically withdrew
to bestow its energies on more needy fields.

Japan opened its first port to foreign residence in 18590—
thirty-two years ago. Before that year closed six mission-
aries had entered the partially opened door and for tea years
they laboured with but httle wncrease 1n numbers. In 1872
and the years following a revolution came. The Japanese
set out to look for a new religion. It is too soon yet to say
that they have adopted Chnstianity, but the progress that
Christian ministers have made has been almost without a
paraiiel. The country has adopted a new constitution with a
considerable measure of responsible government ;°the Sab-
bath has been proclaimed a public holiday ; immoralities
formerly practised in public bave been suppressed by edict ;
radical changes in the direction of Christian living have been
made 18 many social custons, Christian education is every-
where sought after; self-supporting churches manned by
native pastors are multiplying on every hand and the num-
ber of church members is eight times as large as that in the
Presbyterian Synod of Manitoba and the Noith-West Terri-
tories. -

To be continued.)
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INTRODLCTORY

Afrer Ueing formally condumoed by Pilate, Jesus was delivered
into the custody of the Roman soldiers, who led 1lim forth to the
Piace seitticu ful Lutiieawd.

1. The Crucfixion When a criminai was ied forth 1o be cry
Oficd ot was & part 3 bis pudisbment to cang hes cross  Ehess ture
His cross on the way to Calvary, but so worn was fle with fatigue
and sorrow of spirit that He fainted under the burden, and as the
procession met & mwan named Simon, of Cyrene, he was pressed in.
to the service of relieving Jesus from the burden of cartying the cross,
The scene of the crucitixion was Talvary, but the Hebrew name of
the place was Golgotha, both names signiflying a skull. The exact
spot is not now definitely known., It was, however, a wril.known
place at the time, Though near the city it was without the walls,
and near a well-travelled road leading into the city. Learned men,
familiar with Jerusalem and its envirtons, are of opinion that Cal.
vary was on the north side of the city, upon a slight eminence con.
taining the cave koown as the grotto of Jetemiah. **In its form,”
says Sit William Dawson, ‘‘and certain oid tombs which simulate
sockels of eyes, it hasa rematkable resemblarce, from some points
of view, to a skull pattly buried in the ground,” From the resem-
blance to a skull 1t is supposed that the place got its name, Gol-

otha., When the place was reached Jesus was fastened to the cross
0 a manoer that would eotail sevare bodily soffering. His aims
were extended aloog the transverse beam and Ilis bands pierced by
the aails by which they were affixed. Through His feet also nails
were driven, bioding Him so that e could not in His agony change
His position. The cross was then ruised upright and its foot
phccclui,n the hole that had been dug for its reception. There were
two malefactors condemned to death st the same time.  The cross
of Jesus was in the centre and the two others on each side. There
He was placed to endure the agony that would end only in deatn,
It may have been the design of the enemies of Jesus to create the
impression in the popular mind that e too was a criminal, but un.
consciously they were fulfilling the propbecy spoken by Isaah ven.
tuties before. ** He was numbered with transgressors.” It was a
Roman custom to inscribe on the cross the desigastion of the crime
for which the victim suffered. In the case of Jesus, Pilate had caused
to be written : ** Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.” True
to his belief that Jesus was ionocent, the Roman procurator wiate
annscnption that 1n no way indicated gaiit of any cnme.” It was
weitten in the three leading languages of the time, unconsciously
indicating that Jesus would receive the homage of all nations. It
w.3 written in Greek for the benefit of the strangers that were in
Jerusalem at the time, the language of the educated ; in Latin,
the language of the people that at that time were masters of the
civilized world 5 aod in ebrew, the language of the nation to
which He belonged. Each of the evangelists gives a slightly differ-
ent form of the inscription, but substantially it is the seme. The
explanation is that there is no contradiction, but each gives it in one
of the languages in which it originally appeared. Joln gives ot 10
its Hebrew form, Mark in the Greck and Luke in tue Latin. The
inscription however did not please the Jewish leaders, They went to
Pilate and expressed a wish that it might be altered. In this they
were unsuceessful, He refused to change the writing. In a small ma:-
ter he was firm while in the greater matter of acting justly or un.
justly he temporized and failed utterly. The clothes woin by Jesus
were divided among the four soldiers who had charge of the crucitix-
ion., The apparel of criminals was their perquisite and in this zase
the usual custom was followed.  But the principal gacment, the cuas,
or tunic, was of onc picce, woven throughout, without sezm. They
agreed that it should not be divided, but that lots should be cast for
it. This incident, in tsell apparenily ummportant, was neverthe
less predicted many ceotusies before, for in the twenty-second
Psalm, one that is universally reccgmzed =5 Messianic, it is said
‘‘they parted My raiment among them ac.d for My vesture they did
cast fots.” ** These things, therefore, the soldiers uid," pot that they
knew about the prophecy or were desirous of fulfilling it, but tbe
divine purposes are often accomgiished by utconscious agents.

1I. Watching By the Cross.—Near by the cross there stood
a group of sorruwing woraen, who showed the depth of their sympa-
thy ‘or the august suficrer by their preseoce. They could do but
little beyond the cxptession of theic deep concetn, but they were
there amid the mixed crowd that looked on, different partics
manifesting their feelings in different ways. The coemies ol Jesus
exhibited the keenness of their hatred by their bitter taunts and
sneers, the thoughtlsss and unconcerned by their stupid jests, while
these devout women stood near, their hearts wrung with anguish.
fh women menuoned were Mary, the mother of Jesus, His
mother’s sister, Mary, the wife ot Clopas, and Mary Magdalene.
Christ’s considesate care for His mother is seen in what He said.
Johp, the beloved disciple, was also present near the cross. To
Mary He said : ** Woman, behold thy Son,” and theo itke words
weee addy ssed to John, indicating the affectivnate relatonship thai
should henceforth exist between them. John, as lopg as Mary
lived, had a place in his heart and home for her who bore so inu-
mate a relationship to the Lord.

111, It Is Finished.—The ¢read agony was now nearing its
close. Nature mantfested a mysierious sympaihy wuh the suffer
ings of the Lord of nature. At noon, when the sun shone at s
brightest, a sirange darkness overspread the scene, and i conhinued
until the sufferings of Jesus ended 10 death. At the wme ot the even-
ing sacnfice the veil of the temple was rentin twain,  The Mosaic
dispensation was ended and the Gospel age begun. The one true
sacrifice for sin, which all previous offerings prefigured, was offered
up once for all. The human and the divine nature of Chnst so inu-
mately blended all through His life on eartb, is also apparent in 1lis
death. Jesus, knowing that all things were now accomplished.
that the Scripture might be fulfilled, saith: “I thirst,” a refer-
ence to Psalm sixty-nine. This 1s the only reference that Jesus on
the cross made to His bodily suffering. Those who heard this say-
ing were pot insensible to the ordinary feelirgs of humanity, They
dipped a spooge in the sour wine or vinegar provided for the soldicrs
todnak. It was placed on a rced and held up to His mouth. Then
followed the final word, the word that pruclsimed a completed
atonement fot sin, and that intimated that those unparalleled suffes -
ings were over, ** It is finished.,” He bowed His head and gave up
His spirit to the Father.

PRACTICAL SUGGRSTIONS.

The divine gloty of the Saviour was not obssured by the at.
tempts of His foes to humihiate Him. He was numbered with trans-
gressors, but one of these was saved by Him on the etoss.

In the death of Christ the greatest and the most minute prophe
cies concerning Flim were fulfilled.

Amid the deepest agonies of the crucifixion jesus was mindful of
His mother’s comfost and well-being.

Christ io Jyinp, compleied a petiect saivaiion.  The atonement o
sufficient for all who accept it by faith as the grcund of *heir jusun
cation.




