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final tragredy of his base selfishi life. Gwendolen's tone of despair
pierce-ý thie heart, as she cries out in the misery that bas corne
upon lier, -"I have been cruel:- I ain forsaken."

This stern doctrine, unrelieved by any recognition of divine
intervention, ,gives a glooiny tone to George(- Eliot's wrsand
iuiakes tiein in no0 mnail. degree depressing. Shie teaches truth,
grrand truth), and the purcst Christian ethics, but she do.,s flot
teach the whicle truth. This lack springs froin what on1e bas
clle(l- tie vacuumi at thie centre of lier faithi." She ad flot
the heavenly vision. Withi no0 hope in a future life, no uc.)lief in
the strengrth given l'y God to heip rnankind iii its struggflles
t(>ward thie Ilîiet, bier liooks fail in one of the nolblest ends of
Iiterature. thiat of quickzening and inspiringy tie reader. The
end(ings of nirnost ail of themn are sor-rowful;- instea'd of conquer-
ing the adverse forces of hieredity anid environnient, lier becroL-S
and lieroines are almnost always conquered. lier gospel of altru-
]sfli, of self-reîîuzciation, is noV suflicient to redcrn the hope-
lc»ssneszs of lier plîilosopbv. hiouprbygreat, as lier wvork is,
it would hiave lbeen greater if lier faith had lieen truer.

Georg* Eliot, thoughi her.,elf an agnostic, liad the po-wer of
puirtra.iyiug religions life ifli an initensely.%vympathetie touchl,
liere agaix i hflering frorn ail tie other îîovelists of lier time, anid
iiever does shie oppose Chiristaity, but it is only one side that
shk- gives; us-the side of unselfishness and hunian tcoipassion,
not the side of tlie spiritual connec.tion with the all-ernbracing

(h '.it rnay i-me timat lier love of hiiniky '«as so intense and
passionate *ust liecause it wvas ail 'lit ha.'d. being witilut thie

kîokge oif the love of (od.
Fier %vork iii literature wviIl lie imniortal. It~ s tlie grand

wnkof? ' grre'a.t criiiisi lioiiestly devoted Vo noble enti.-. Splendid
Ilvoiîd( wvhat '«e can conteive, îvoul it have becen, if . '«lien suie
Si) bravely faced the dloul-it.s of? i questioning ziselîdse

1Huml -,VI](- caime. to solvt ail thie dark problenis o? liuinanity-
thir Man of Nazairetlî. '«ho took upon Huiseif tlîe sin and sorrow
of the wvorld, thbn learing -'thef true Cross of tute leeîe
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