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- the iast’ remrant- of ‘any Chil‘mh ‘hope ot -

‘fAnding the Dot of gold at thie end of the raln-
iscovery tha.t alas' it ha.s no‘
! yesumes i‘s nomal position.”

.winds a clea.r, deep river or melted snow,
wearied by its, plunge over fean‘iul chlfs. On
its ba.nks grow cool ferns and grea.t massa
.ot pure azalea.s, while over the whole ﬂoor ot
- the valley is- ‘spread’ a.carpet of - the lovely
wild: ﬂowers of Cahfornia., lifting their tiny,
-perishable fa.ces up to the frownmg walls .

‘that are swrred and worn by glaciers of by~

_gone ages. Down thelr sides leap thie most
l-bea.utxful waterfa.lls in all the world, mimgl-

from ‘the mosses, and for two milés atthe’
~lower end of the. ve.lley the rlver da.lhes itsolf
in rdage *iga.mst the: bowlders that’ lme its
path, drops into deep, sullen pools and ﬂings
" white ‘arms wloft as 1f in despam at its en~ -
forced ratreat from a scene of such erncha,nt-
ment ' .

cades, at the head of the. valley lies beauti-
ful Mirror. La.ke phcid a.nd serene. I-Iere
- thereare two Yosemites—one far above one's |
.head, -and t:he otheu' reﬂeeted six thousand

' ieet below, quite as’perfect-in color and ‘de-- . ;

-i:axl and. mtensxﬂed in beauty., It isd sight
. never to be: formotten 1o .,ee the’ sun rise as
.n_:ule belew.ones feet., to- see his “firs, ra.ys

“film of burnished: silver SRS
Near ermr La.ke is the foot of. the tra.il

o Throrugh the centre of the Yosemte Valley '

- In nt.rong contrast to the fury of these cas-"

bow bY th
end..~

hood u:pan four-mile mountain tra.xls, lt is

It one’s- stay in. the Yosemite is limited it ’
is Tnever- ‘Glacier’ Point that is omitted. from’ .
the long list -of chm-mmg excursions; a.nd i
'unless one. has been bromght up frum child— :

‘the bottom; the mule slowly revolves upon. a_ i
pivot, and the rider is once more headed up ¢ - - .
" the narrow ‘trail, while his heart momentarity © -~
‘In reality there. ©

is no.danger, and oue’s. fears are. oblitera.ted '

the va.lley displayed in magn.iﬁcenrt pa.n.o- 'f-'»-
rama: . Over the opposme bla.ck clifr the Yo-

ldél‘\ /) il\ii

leadmg up to the only two falls tha.t are-not ‘

Visible frem the floor of the valley' Itis a-
long and. diﬂicult cll.mb to the top .of the

mgher and more beautiful of the two, Nevada

Falls, but cne is more than repaid. by. ‘the
ﬂ:rst glimpse of. the grea.t Silmy clouds of
vapor, which, flung far over the preepice
are eaught by the wind, swaymg to and fro,
and pierced. by swift white rockets that burst
upon- the rocks 'six hundred feet beneaiih to
float away in rainbowed mist.

Bven above the place of its fatal plunge
th.e swift-flowing river loses all likemess to
water, though the very rocks beneath- oue's
feet tremble with the onward, resistless rush .
of these soft, cloudlike billows. As one re-
'lucta.ntly descends the trail and reaches the
Diamond Cascade, half.-way between Nevada
and Vernal Falls, one is again loath to be- -
Heve that this can be water—these millions
of digmonds tossed high . into the air, these
great sprays of fro3twork silhouetted against
the blue-of a (*ahfomia. sky. _Yet, within
these. rocky walls, barely twelve feet apart,
Ads confined the whole of the Merced River,
‘rusrlnng headlong, at the .rate of s1x'ty miles
an hosur, to its plunge at Vernal Falls, half ]
mile away. Vernal Falls is by far the sma.ll-
est slster of all the- falls; | yet: it ~measures
'twice ‘the " height of - Niaga.ra, ‘though ‘only
aeventy feet wide, end oe.m mg, ot course, a.
far less volume of wa.ter Tao '

At this pemt it is best to: leave the old

'trail if one is not ‘afraid of a little- wetting, " '

and dercend two stairways mto a stone arch
lined w1th moss and’ ferns.” "Here one finds
oneself the centre of a’small circutar- ra.inbow
that maves forwa.rd wlilh one’s a.dvanee
through t'he mlst of bhe fa.ll and demolishes
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o ‘UPPER' AND LownR YOSEMITE FALLS. .

best to trust une’ s sa.fet:y to th.e sturdy legs
of ‘Dcc oir ‘Mamie,’ or any ‘one of the mules
for rent 'tn.the valley
rather a huza,rdous undertaking, for the mule
Jnsists on.taking the extreme. outer: edge of.
the tra.il .and, when ‘he reaches the DUMETONY

sha.rp curves, hangs His head far over the'

 precipice.” Then, just as his rider has made
a rapld caléulation, based upc'n ‘the'laws that

govern. fa.lling bodies, as.to- how many sec-"
onds 1t wlll ta.ke him a.nd the mule to reach .

. 'At first it scems

-a mile; the clear; swift river at one’s feet
becomes a stagna.nt green pool;. the orchard .
is a cheekerboe.rd ‘and horses and ca.rriages,‘
bea.r a laugha.ble resemblance to tiny toy
waggons wound up by a string and sent glid-
ing a,cress a green carpet. ' To the right
" tower lofty Clouds’ Rest and the’ in"tccessibl.e :
rounded mass of Half Dome -Far across the.
"green canons glemm the silver. threads of
‘Vemal and Nevada Falls; while beyond, ris-
fing txer upon tier, the snew—covered peaks of

An the first. glance’at’ the: whole -uppér end: of )

semite Fall makes. ‘the’ stupendous leap of hal: o
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