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From the Cathelle Advocate.
FOUNDATION OF PROTESTANT FAITH.

We have seen that Protestants cannot conslstently
ground their fanh upon the authority of the particular
church 10 which they may profess to belong, because, in
their separation from tho Catholic church, they express-
ly majntained that the authotitative teaching’ofthe church
could not be the ground or basis of faith, and in eflect,
they contemned the authority of the church, as erroneous,
oorrupt,and contrary to the word of God, and therefore
on their own individual responsibility departed from her
communion.  Their leaders taught that the scriptures,
read by the right of private interpretation, constitute
the only rule and foundation of faith. At first they en-
deavared to prove, that the seriptures are plain, simple,
clear, and easily to be understood by {the most humble
capacity~that overy article of christian faith is there
plainly, clearly, aod unequivocally tavght. Butit was
soon avident, that such is not the fact; but on the con-
trary, that tho scriptures are * hard to be understood,”
snd may, by many, “be wrested to their own destruc,
tiom.” This fact caused a new modification of Protest-
ant Theology, and it was next asserted, that nien are not
obliged to believe anything, which is not clearly taught
in the scriptures; and thus, a great portion, of what is
declared to be the word of God, is virtuslly set aside, and
rondered nugatory, by Protestants.

With such a principle moreuver, it was easy for Pro-
testants to narrow down the symbol of faith to the dimen-
sions which might bLest please the investigator. When
he had an aversion to any of the received dogmas of
doctrines, he could exclude it by the ingenuity of inter-
pretation, which is skilful to overspread the most plein
and avident texts with obscurity and difficolty.

No language can bo so explicit, detailed and compre-
hensive, as to defy inganious discussion. And although
it may, to the docile pupil, clearly express the doctrines
designed. aud the signification intended, it is neverthes
lass liablato be mystificd, perveried, or wreated to a
sensa not intended by the writer. *The scriptures are
eufficicstly plain, wLien read in submission to the unalte-
rable teaching of the church, to which, of right, they
belung, because with her deposited by the sacred pen-
man § but they. more perhaps than any writings besides,

| can be disfigured, obs.ured, tortured, and perverted by
ingonious and learned interpretation.

The church had the sctiptures from the moment of]|
their first existence, but she had the doetrines of Christ
before she had the scriptures. It was her duty 10 pre~
serve and promulgate these doctrines.  She was express-
ly ordered 10 teach to *¢all nations, all *hings whatso-
sver” Christ had commanded her to teach, but sho was
nover ordered to dissesninate the scriptures, as a book
for the iastruction of the people, to be by these under-
si0od in every sense, which private interpretation can
*wras’ from thens.

When tho chorch was commanded to ¥ teach to ail
mtions all things,” which Christ had Limself delivered,
it was for the purpose of bringing ** all nations to belicve
al things™ with the same faith. Hence the body of docs
trines 10 bo taught were called *ike wruth," and tl - belief
of *¢1he trath,” constituted ** faith,” and this fuith was
to he ore, not manilold. St. Paul cxpressly declares
that there is** one Lord, ane faith.”®  And the divine
Saviou. prayoed to his father that his disciples—~that isto
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say, all taught by him whether directly, as when hespoke
to them, or indirectly, as when his church fulfilled the
commission which he gave her—should be one, and by
their unity of fanh, convince an infidel wosld of the di-
vine nature of his mission; That they may be one in
us, that the world way know that thou hast sent me.”
He further manifi:sted his wish on this subject by deciar-
ing that he regarded himself asjthe good shepherd, who
would lay down his hife fur his sheep, who would search
afier the sheep that were astray, and who would gather
all into the same fold ; ** other shieep I have which are
not of this fuld, them also must I bring. and there shall
be but one fold and onc sheplierd.” If any refuse to
enter this fold it 1s & sign that they donot belong to him.
“ My sheep will Liear my voice ;" and hearing his voice
they will come into the fold. If they come not, asa
conscquence'they are not his sheep, for they do no: obey
the voice of the shepherd.

Evidenly, Christ here speaks of his church, under the
the figure of a fold. He wishes that all who hear his
voice, should vbediently receive the fuith, and enter his
church. In the fold, we must expect to find ** sheep and?
lamts.'? And Christ designates the members of his
church by these terms, for he says 1o St. Peter * feed
my sheep,” ““feed my lambs” thus giving 10, him,in chiarge
the whole fold, and fulfilling what he declared he would
do; * There shall be but one fold and one Shepherd.”

What a beautiful provision does the Saviour thus
make for the perpetual existence of his church!  And
kow melanchaly and ruinous & step was taken by pro-
testants, when severing the bouds of unily, they wan-
dered forth, singly or in herds, in search of forbidden
pustures, where craggy precipices, and hiddea sinks a
every step caused their ruin.

The church had her doctrines well ascertained, her
seven sacramonts of universal observance, and centuries
had already passed over her while she siill faithfully dis-
charged her high and most sacred office. Butas soonas
the protestant rule was reduced to practice, what was
the consequence ' Immediately five of the seven sacra-
ments were destroved. Five of the seven sacred chan.
aels, instituted by Jesus Christ for the purpose of minis-
tering grace to the souls of mcen, were removed, and al-
though it had been the undisputed teaching of the church
that the sacraments conferred grace, itwas declared, xha;
the tiwo not destroyed had no power to confer grace, buy
were the mere seals thereof.  Thus were men at once
virtunlly deprived of these sacred iastitutions, and by
kuman pride robbed of the mercifal provision which had
been made for their souls in the varivus circutnstances
of the merciful provision which had been made for their
souls in the various circumstances of their carthly probas
tion.

The Saviourshad said * suffer liule children to come
to me and forbid them not,” and as, without actof their
own, they had been made ckildren of wrath because of
orignal in, so0, without any act of their own they were
mercifolly admiticd to become children of God by ¢ the
lover of regencration ;** arnd in pursuance of the inten-
vion of Jesus Chieisi, who would have them **come 1o
him," the church caused them to be braughtlearly 1o the
sacred funt to e baptised, butl protestants came forward

unless any one be born sgain of water and the Holy
Ghost he cannot eater into the kingdom of heaven.”
Cruel fruit of the new principle of protestant faith, tbe
private interpretation of the holy scriptures, by which
childien, dying before the age of reason, sre robbsd of
.hat provision which a most aflectionate Redeemer had
made for them!

The Savieur hiad said, ** unless you eat the flesh of the
Son of Man and drink his blood, you shull not have life
in you,’* and that you may be able to do what I require
of you ; thatis, ** fo eat my flesh and drink iny bloed,"”
I, by my power, make my flesh and blood present in the
Sacrament under the form snd appearance of bread
and wine—and] that generations afier you, may huve
the same opportunity to eat my fMesh and drink my
bluod, to you, I give the power * to do in commemora-
tion of me”® what] have dono for you., Aslsay that
“ this is my body, this is my blood,"” so0 shall you declure
1o those whom ynu will invite to partake of this holy
sacrament, and give it to them us ** my flesh and bloud.”
for * my flesh is meat indeed, my blood iz drink indecd.”

The charch nnderstood that in this most holy and mys~
terious institution, Jesus Christ had devised « meuns of
giving his body,blood,soul and diviuity,to his disciplesand
followers tnat they may be branches of the living vine,
and be supported by the very subsiance of {lim upon
whom they were engrafted. ~“Therefore, with St. Paul,
afier blessing the bread and wine, said, ** The chals
ice of benediction which we' bless, is it not the commu-
nion of the b'ood of Christ? {And the bread which -va
break, is it not the partaking of the body of the Lor” *
But by the Protesiant rule, it was discovered th: , this
wus not a reality, but & figure. [t was found out 7 1at we
cannot *¢eatthe flesh of Jesus Christ, ardriuk ! blood,’
because his fesh and blood are not presentin :ne sacras
ment. The meaas which Jesus hud affect nately de~
vised for making himself one with men, ** v abide in
them, and they in him," was rejected as 1 absuidi
ty and impossiviliny,  The sucrifice of the No  La+ | a
foresight] ofs whichy had given joy 1o the prophiet Mala-
chias, in? his vision, and which was designed to the end
of time, to show forth the death of the Saviour in lus
great Sacnfice on Calvary, was abolished, and religion
was left without an altar, without a sacrifice; and with-
out the necessity for a priesthood. Thus did men,
the pride of their interpretation of the Scriptures, reject
vne after the other, the consolations, the blessings, the
sucred dogmas, which had fur cenwrics been received
and cherished.

But the principle of private interprotation is an active,
operative and himutless one. It must continue to work
unul 1t reaches its lust possible consequences.

( Continued neat week.)
SR A R AR,

The cuormuus sum of £12,000,000 sterling in Eng-
land and Wales, is annoally unposed in the shape of los
cal taxation ; upwards of 150,000 oﬁ'xccrs., who ate an.
uually changed, have the application of this ameunt fur
which they arc responsible.  The tempiatioas to whch
they are exposed, and the apportunities affurded fur
abuse, lead of course, to a great deal of dishonesty aud
extravagance.

o forbad rhiesc children 10 come to Christ,” refused
thenr tho vite of bapiism, and allowed them 10 die unre-

b gemerated, in spite of the declaration of scripure * that

A fawlingpisce, or gun of any orhar dascription, can-
lnox legally be imported from Eapland 1o Ireland withs

out a hicense from the privy couucl, e fee on which
Yamounts to £2 12s, 64



