[TORS B

———————

Col. Sam
Tried To Have

.

i Work Done By Tg
Without
Success
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FromNew Brunswick
" Government, '

Ottawa, June 7—Colonel the Hon, Sapy

f Hughes, minister of militia, mounted the

parliamentary witness “stahd yesterday

fand gave unsolicited testimony as to the

| economy and ‘business-like system which
prevailed in government comtracts dur.

ing the Laurier regime. The militia es.
Limates were. under discussion and the

:iouse sat till almost midnight on Satur-
ay. e

Hon. Dr. Pugsley asked concerning the
eontracts “for supplies and 'clothing ‘for
the volunteer forces. ;

“I may .as well be frank” ‘exelaimeq
the minister. “When we ook office we
proposed to be‘very poli
We tried to change the system: and ar-
range it so that good Torles Would se-
cure the contracts. But we found that
this resulted in loss and in failure, and
in dissatisfaction and in.trouble, so we
had to give it up and go back to the
same old, Liberal contractors”

“Back to business prineiples,” observed
Dr. Pugsley. -

“Yes, we found we couldn’t improve
on the old contractors and the old sys-
tem,” admitted the colonel.

Fowler Scores Hughes.

As a climax to ‘the earliér Liberal
eriticisms of Hon. Sam Hughes and his
administration of 'the militia  depart-
ment, there came direct and emphatic
condemnation from  George 'W. Fowler,
the Conservative member| for' Kings-Al-
bert. Mr. Fowler's attack had to do
with the plan for acquiring a mew mili-
tary training ground near ' McGivney
Junction (N. B.) “It is-a wild, reckless
‘and foolish ‘piece’ of extravagance” he
said, “and I-am opposéd to it abso-
lutely.” :

Mr. Fowler condemned the scheme for
several reasons. ‘The land in question,
he said, was made up of something like

100,000 acres "of rough, low ' gkound, re- "

mote from 'the settled centres of  the
province. It was to ‘be purchased from
the New Brunswick government for $2
ar. acre, about $200,000 altogether. “I
don’t blame the provinecial governmient
for agreeing to sell it at this  price”
commented Mr. Fowler.! “They are glad
to get rid of it, for it wouldn’t bring
twenty-five cents an acre on the mar-
ket.” G

(Will Cost Miffions,

As for the suitability of the ground
for a military camp, :Mr. Fowler took
the ground: that instead of
it was entirely unsuitable. / r
of work and mopey would be required
for clearing and draining the land and
it was idle for the minister to say that
the necessary labor would be done by
the militia men themselves. ' “Fighting
mosquitoes and black flies will keep the
men busier than anything  else at this
camp,” was Mr. Fowler'’s comment. . In
bis opinion an outlay of at'least $15 an
acre would be necessary for clearing the
and so that with the purchase price and
the cost of the buildings which would
be required, the total expemse imwolved
by the minister’s plan would mn up to
between $2,000,000 and $8,006,000.

A number of interchanges took place
between Mr. Fowler and the minister in
regard to the Sussex camp grounds. Mr.
Fowler asked what would be done: with
hese . grounds . when the. new: training
larea was brought into use, Coli Hughes
was more or less indefinite in hig reply
but intimated that ‘the Sussex property
Bwould do well enough for c¢adet camps.

Sussex Ground Nice for “Picnics.” .

' “The Sussex property,” he said, “is a
Bnice little picnic ground, but it is not
suitable at all for military camp grounds
and military manoéuvres.”

Mpr: Fowler took vigorous exception to
this statement of the’ case and seized
he opportunity for/some sarcastic refer-
nces to Col. Hughes’ ideas of 'tr,dnl‘ns
he militia at the annual eamps. “In
nine days,” he declared, amid Liberal
laughter and - Conservative discomfiture,
“the ‘minister proposes to have the mili-
ia doing manoeuvres: équal to those Pf
he German army and armies he saw in
other places he visited ‘on that trip to
[Hiurope last summer.” { B

“In this whole business the mminister 18
sadly astray,” Mr. Fawler added, “and
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T ROBINSON—To the wife 'of Willi

H. Rohinson, 36 Rock “street, om Junej

6, a son, { “ ¢
TURNBULL—To Mr. and Mrs. Eber
Hendricks Turnbull, ‘29 Cobuzg. street,

on June 7, a daughter Y3

McLEADM
of the officiating clergyman, Rev. J. H.

A. Anderson, D. D, Murdock James|walk
McLean, chief officer of the government|!l

steamer Lansdowne, to Mamie Vemniga .

Stack, both. of St. John.

McDERMO FT-GALLANT — In_ the |

Cathedral of the Immaculate Coneeption
o June 4 by Rey. Wm. Duke, James

George McDermott -to, Amy Gertmdp b

Gallant.

WETMORE - BELL — At . Trinity | Ha

church, Smithtown, Kings county, June

4 by the ‘Rev. Mr. Fenwick, Hunghson})

Elias Wetmore 6 Ladhe Tna Bell. . -

HUNTER:McROBBIE—At the resi-
dence of ..the,. bride’s -parents, Queen
square, on the 3rd June, hy the Rev.
Gordon Dickie, Frederick Leslie Hunter
to Ella Marion MeRobbie,

RK-PERRY—Af the residence

of Coun. Soloman Perry, Perry’s Point,
Queens county, June 3, by Rev. C. Cur-
rie, John, Clark, of Rexton, Kent Co,, to
Susie Pear] Perry, youngest daughter of
Coun. and Mrs. Solomon Perty.

PETERS— At Eimhilrst, “on Ju

558

R George Edwin, infant son of |

and Lillian M. Peters, aged 6 days. =
‘RICHARDS—At Oak P int, “Kings'
county (N. B.) on Wednesday, June 3,
Mary Richards, relict of the late Zebu-
lon Richards, in her 78th year.
KELLY—In this city on the 6th inst,,

Str Governor Cobb,
Maine ports. - - -

B

Halifax. - :
'Str Cape Breton, Ke;mp,,s&dhéy

: . June
Str Pontiac, Sprague, Brow Head, f.o,

after a short illness, John Raymond, son|"

of the late James and Bridget Kelly, in

the thirty-first year of his age, \

. O'NEILL—In this/ ¢ity, on the 4th
after a long iliness, Philip O'Neill,

leaving one son and’ one daughter to
mourn.

McDERMOTT—In: this e¢ity, on' the}:

6th inst., James McDermott, in the 71st
yf"il)r of his age, R

Suddenly at' Edmonton, Alta,}

13, infant daughter of Harry S.
llian Day, aged seven months.
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