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CHAPTER XXXIV—(Continued)

“Whenever I went strolling at night,
he would produce his curious lights. Some-
times they were fairly startling. One
fact I made out by accident, looking down
from a high place. They did not project
from the laboratory. He always worked
in the open when the light was to be
produced. Once the experiment took a
perious turn. The lights had flickered
and gone. Dr. Schermerhorn had returned
to his laboratory. I came up the arroyo
as he flung the door open and rushed out.
He was a grotesque figure, clad in an
undershirt and a worn pair of trousers,
fastened with an old bit of tarred rope
in lieu of his suspenders, which I had
been repairing. About his waist flickered
a sort of aura of radiance which was
extinguished as he flung himself headfore-
most into the cold spring. I hauled him
out. ‘He seemed dazed. To my questions
he replied only by mumblings, the burden

. of which was:

« ¢ do not understand. It is a mot-to-
be-comprehended accident.” It appears
that he didn’t quite know why he had
taken to the water. Or if he did, he

't want to tell. b -
diﬁl.‘:kxt day he was as good as new. ‘.f[ust
as silent as before, but it was a smiling,
gatisfied silence. So it went for weeks,
for months, with the accesses of depression
and anger always rarer. Then came an

when, returning from a stalk

. after sheep, I heard strange and shocking

moises from the laboratory. Striet‘as was
the embargo which kept me m{tslde_the
door, I burst in, only to be seized in a
suffocating grip. Of a sudden I realised
that I was being embraced. The doctor
flourished a hand above my head.and
jigged with ponderous steps. The dismal
noises continued to emanate from his
mouth. He was singing. I wish I could
give you a notion of the amazement, the
paralysing wonder with which. . .
WNo, you did net know Dr. Schermerhorn:
you would not understand. . . .

“We polkaed into the open. There he
cast me loose. He stoppeq .dmgmg and
urst into a rhapsody of disjointed words.
Mostly German , it wes—a8 wondrous
jumble of the scientific and poetic.

> occurred at intervals. Then he
would leap in the air. It was v;veird, it
was distressing. Crazy? Oh, quite. For
ghe time, you understand. If amy of us
ghould suddenly become the most potent
fndividual in the world, quldn’t we be
apt to lose balance temporarily? One must
make ,allowances. There was excuse for
the doctor. - He bad reached the goal.

« cPercy, you shall be rewarded,” he
gaid. “You haf like-a-trump-card stuck by
me. You shall haf riches, gold, what you
will. You are young; your bl_ood Tuns
yed. With such riches nothing is beyond
you. You could the ancient-tombs-of-
Egypt explore. It is open to you such
collectiono-as-have-never-been—gathered to
make. What shall it be? Scarabs? Missals?
Prehistoric implements? Amuse yourself,
mein kind. We shall be able the-bills-
with-usurious-interest to pay. ‘What will
you hat? w i

«T said I’d like a vacation, if convenient.

« Pregently, he replied. ‘There yet
remains the guardianship to be perfected.
Then to-a-world-astonished-and-respectful
we return. To-night we celebrate. I play
you a rubber of pinochle.’ |

“We played. With the greatest secret
of science resting at our elbows, we
played. The doctor wom; my mind was
not strictly on the game. In the morn-
ing the doctor sang once more. Gl
shall never hear its like again. Was it a
week, or a month, after R
cannot remember. I fancy I was excited.
Then, too, there was something the
atmosphere about the laboratory . . .
T don’t know; imagination, possibly. Once
we had a little manifestation: the night
that the Nigger and Slade were terrified
by the rock fires. Days of excitement
and pleasant work, with the little volcano
grumbling more sulkily all the time . . .
I have spent worse days.

“Such indifference as the doctor dis-
played toward the volcano I have never
known. If I ventured to warn him he
would assure me that there was no cause
fot alarm. I think he regarded that little
hell’s kitchen as merely a feedspout for
his vast enterprise. He felt a sort of
affection toward it; he was tolerant of
jts petty fits of temper. That he com-
pleted his work before the destruction
came was sheer luck. Nothing else. The
day before the outburst he came to me
with a tiny phial of complicated design.

“ ‘Percy, I will at-a-reasonable-price sell
this to you,” he said.

“ ‘How much? I inquired, responding‘

¢o his playfulness.

‘A  bargain, he cried gaily. ‘Five
millions dollars. No! Shall I upon-a-
needyfriend hard pres? Never. One
million. One little million dollars.’

“‘I haven’t that amount with me,’ I
began.

“‘Of no account,” he declared airly.
‘Soon we shall haf many more times as
that. Gif me your C. O. D’

“My I. 0. U.?” I inquired.

“ ‘It makes no matter. See.
it to you gratis.’

“He handed me the metal contrivance.
It was closed. :

“ ‘Inside iss a little, such a very little.
Not yet iss it arranged the motive-power
to giveforth. One more change-to-be-
made that shall require. But the other
phenomena are all in this little half-grain
comprised. Later I shall tell you more.
Take it. It iss without price.” He laid
his hand on my shoulder. ‘Like the love
of friends,” he said gently.”

Feeling in his upper waistcoat pocket,
Darrow brought out a phial, so tiny that
it rolled in the palm of his hand. He
contemplated it, lost in thought.

“Radium?’ queried Barnett, with the
keen interest of the scientist.

“God knows what it is,” said Darrow,
rousing himself. “Not the perfected
product; the doctor =aid that when he
gave it to me. If I could remember one-
tenth of what he told me that night! It
is like a disordered dream, a phantasma-
goria of monstrous powers, “lit up with
an intolerable, almost an infernal radiance.
This much I did gather: that Dr. Scher-
merhorn had achieved what the greatest
minds before him had barely oqutlined.
Yes, and more. Becquerel, the Curies,
Rutherford—they were playing with the
letters of the Greek alphabet, Alphas,
-Gammas, and Rhos, while the simple,
gentle old boy that I served had read the
secret. From the molten eruptions of the
racked earth he had taken gases and
potencies that are nameless. By what
methods of combination and refining 1
do not know, he produced something that
was to be the final word of power.
Control—control—that was all that lacked.

“Reduced to its simplest terms, it
meant this: the doctor had something as
much greater than radium as radium is
greater than the pitchblende of which a
thousand tons are melted down to the
one ounce of extract. And the incredible
energies of this he proposed to divide

I will gif

into departments of activity. One man-
ifestation should be Jight, a light that
would illuminate the' world. Another

was to make motive power so cheap that
the work of the world could be done in
an hour out of the day. Some idea he
had of healing properties. Yes; he was
to cure mankind. Or kill, kill as no man
had ever killed, did he choose. The armies
and navies of the powers would be at
his mercy. Magnetism was to be his
slave. Aerial navigation, transmutation
of metals, the screening of gravity—does
this sound Jike delirum? Sometimes I
think it was.

“That night he turned over to me the
key .of the large chest and his ledger. The
latter he bade me read. It was a complete
jumble. You have =een it. . . . We
were up a good part of the night with
our pet volecano. It was suffering from
internal disturbances. ‘So,” the doctor
would say indulgently, when a particu-
larly active rock came bounding down our
way. ‘Little play-antics-to-exhibit ~now
that the work iss finished.’

“In the morning he
leaving him alone and going down to give
orders. I took the ledger, intending to
set it aboard. It saved my life poseibly:
Solomon’s bullet deflected slightly, 1
think, in passing through the heavy paper.
Slade has told you about my flight. I
ought to have gone straight up the arroyo
.« . . Yet I could hardly have made
i
doctor. My last glimpse the old
man—I remember now how the grey had

old—it had been ageing labour. He stood

there ‘at his laboratory door and th

it,” he said, as I left him.
us as the gods. We will call it celestium.’

“I ‘left him there smiling. Smiling
happily. The greatest force of his age—
if he had lived. Very wise, very simple—
a kind old child. May I trouble you for
a light? Thanks.” !

CHAPTER XXXV.
““ The Doom.

“Nothing remained but to search for
his body. I was sure they had killed him
and taken the chest. [ had little ex-
pectation of finding him, dead or alive.
None after I saw the stream of lava
pouring into the sea. One saves his own
life by instinct, I suppose. There Iwas.
I had to live. It did not matter much,
but I continued to do it by various shifts.
The last day on the headland the fumes
nearly got me. You may have noted the
rather excited scrawl in the back of the
ledger? Yes, I thought I was gone that
time. But I got to the cave. It was low
tide. Then the earthquake, and I was

walled in. . . . Mr. Barnett's very
accurate explosives—Slade’s insistence—

your risking your lives as you did, mites
on the crust of a red-hot cheese—I hope
you know how I feel about it all. One
can’t thank a man properly for the
life . . . .

“Oh, the pirates. Necessarily it must
be a matter of theory, but I think we

L}
have it right.
For what it's worth, here it is.

of the 2d.
ship.
rageously.”

the data at hand.

none. ‘
mon and his worthy associates thought

owned the machinery for making diamonds
or gold or whatnot of ready-to-hand
wealth. It’'s fair to assume a certain
eagerness on their part. Disturbed weather
keeps them busy until they’re well out
from the island. Then to the chest.
Opening it isn’t o easy: 'l had the key,
you know.” He brought a curious and
delicately wrought skeleton from his
pocket. “Tipped with platinum,” he
observed. ‘“Rather a gem of a key, I
think. You see, there must have been
some action, even through tho kevhole,
or he wouldn’t have used a metal of this
'kind. But the crew was rich in certain

to recognise in my acquaintance with them
Both Pulz and Perdosa appecar to have
been handy men where locks were con-
cerned. First Pulz sneaks down and has
his turn at the chest.- He gets it open.
Small profit for him in.that: the next
we know of him he is scandalising Handy
Solomon by having a fit on the deck.”
“That is what T couldn’t figure out to
lcave my life,” said Slade eagerly.
| “If you recollect, I told you of the
Professor’s plunge in the cold spring, in
a sort of paroxysm, one day,” said Dar-
row. “That was the physiological action
of the celestiym. At other times, T have

scen him come out and deliberately roll,

in the creek, head under. Once he ex-
plained that the medium he worked in
‘cmxsed a kind of uncontrollable longing
for water; something having none of the
i qualities of burning ot thirst, but an
-irresiztible temporary mania. It worried

I did not see him again, the .

insisted on my | ! 1 ; :
i the inner box, full of the genuine article,

'has no warning sign-post, so to epeak.

spread through his beard—he was growing | tar,” said Darrow.

mountain spouted and thundered behind. | care. ;
““We will a name-to-suit-properly gif | On the tarred rope he wore for a belt. It
‘It shall make ! made a livid ‘circle on his skin.

He floated the model in a tub.

)
Slade and T built it up.]elcment of fright, you understand: mo|

Let me ! desertion = of
gee: you sighted the glow on the night dragged as by the sweep of a tornado.” !
Next day came-the deserted Dargow spoke dire
[t must have puzzled you out-|“If there is any feeling among you other

“11 did.” said Cavtain Parkinson, drily. | and unworthy.”
“Not an casy nvroblem, even with all|
You, of course, had|captain quietly
On Slade’s showing, Handy Solo-:

they had a chest full of riches when they
got the doctor’s treasure; believed they |

qualities, it eeems, which I failed, stupidly. |

i
him a good deal; he didn’t undefstand
it. That, then, was what ailed Pulz.
When he opened the chest there was, as
I surmise, a trifling quantity of this stuff
lving in the inner lid. 1t wasn’f the
celestium itself, as I imagine, but a sort
of by-product with the physiological and
radiant effects of the real thing, and it
had been set there on guard, a discourage-
ment to the spirit of investigation, as it
were. So, when the top was lifted, our
fittle guardian gets in its work, producing
ithe light phenomenon that so puzzled
Slade, and inspiring Pulz with a passion
for the rolling wave, which is only in-
terrupted by Handy Solomon’s tackling
him. As he fled he must have pulled
down the cover.”

“He ‘did,” said Slade. “T heard the
clang. But I saw the radiance on the
clouds. And the whole thickness of a
solid oak deck was in between the sky
and the chest.”

“Oh, a little thing like an oak deck
wouldn’t interrupt the kind of rays the
doctor 'used. He had his own method of
screening, you understand. However, this
inconsiderable guardian affair must have
used  itself up, which true celestium
wouldn’t have done. So when Perdosa!
sets his genius for lock-picking to the task,

Everything’s peaceful until they raise the
cempound-filled hollow layer of the inner
cover, which serves .to interrupt the
action. Then comes the general exit and
the superior fireworks.”

“That’s when the rays ran through the
ship,” said Slade. “It seemed to follow
the deck-lines.”

“The stuff had a strange affinity for
“I told you of the
Professor Schermer-

circle of fire about

o horn’s ‘waist the day he gave me such a

That was the celestium wbrking

Did I
tell you of his experiments with pitch?
It doesn’t matter. Where was I?”

“At the place where we all jumped,” .
said Slade.

“Oh, Yes. And you dove into the small
boat, trying to reach the water.” |

“Wait a bit,” said Burnett. “If that
was the exhibition of radiance we saw,
it died out in a few minutes. How was
that? Did they  close the chest before
they ran?”’

“Probably not.” replied Darrow. “Slade
spoke of Pulz taking to the maintop and
being shaken out by the sudden shock of
a wave. That may have been a volcanic
billow. Whatever it was, it undoubtedly
heeled the ship sufficrently to bring down
both lids, which were rathqr delicately
talanced.”

“Yes, for Billy Edwards found the chest '
closed and locked,” =aid Barnett. |

“Of course; it was a spring lock.. You
eent Mr. Edwards and his men aboard.
No such experts as Pulz or Perdosa were
in your crew. Consequently it took longer
to get the chest open. When at length
the lid was raised, there was a repetition .
of the tragedy. Mr. Edwards and his
men leaped. Probably they were paralysed
almost before they struck the water. Your |
bos'n, whom Slade picked up, was the '
only one who had.time even to grab a
life preserver before the impulse toward
water became irresistible. There was no |

|
i

|
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i
!

i
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their post.. They were

to Captain Parkinson. |

| than sorrow for their death, it is unjust

“Thank you, Mr. Darrow,” returned the |

“We found the chest closed again when
the empty ship came back,” observed |
Barnett, > i

“Being masterless, the schooner began
to yaw,” continued Darrow. “The first
time she came about would have heeled
her enough to shut the chest. Now came
the turn of your other men.”

“Jves and McGuire,” said the captain,
as Darrow paused.

“The glow came pagain that night, and
the next day we picked up Slade,” said
Barnett. - :

“You know what the glow meant for
your companions,” said Darrow.

“But the ship. The Laughing Lass,
man. She’s vanished. No one has scen
her since.”

“You are wrong there,” said
“I have seen her.”

In a common impulse the little cirele
Jeaned to him.

“Yes, 1 have seén her. I wich 1 had
not. Let me bring my story back to the
cave on the island. After the volcanic
gases had driven me w the refuge, I sat
near the mouth of the cave looking out
into the darkness. That was the night
ofi the Tth, the night vou saw- the last
glow. It was very dark, except for occa-
sional bursts of fire from the erater. Judge
of my incredulous amazement when, in
an access of this illumination, I saw plainly
a schooner hardly a mile off shore, coming
in under bare poles.”

“Under bare poles?”’ cried Slade.

“The halliards must have disintegrated
from some slow action of the celestium.
It could be destructive: terrifically des-
tructive. You shall judge. There was the
schooner, naked as your hand. Porsibly

Darrow.

‘T might have thought it a hallucination '

from a distance.

“Where Darrow’s

i by Meossrs.

" proved by the government.

but for what came after. Darkness fell
again. I supposed then that Handy Sol-
omon’s crew were managing—or inis-
managing—the Laughing Lass without the
aid of; their leader, whom I had satis-
factorily buried. 1 hoped they
come ashore on the rocks.
vengeful then.

“Of a sudden there sprang from the
darkness a ship of light. You have all
seen those great electric cffects at ex-
positions.  Someone touches a button
- . you know. It was like that. Only
that the piercingly brilliant = jewelled
wonder of a ship was set in the midst of
a swirl of vari-coloured radiance such as
I can’t begin to describe. You saw it
Imagine what it was,
coming close upon you that way——dead on,
out of the night. A living glory, a living
terror. e

His voice sank. With a sheking hand

i he fumbled amid his cigarette papere. i
A human figure, glowing

“It came on.
like a diamond ablaze, Ieaped out from it;
another shot down from the foremast.

like a theatric effect, unreal, unconvincing,
incredible. The cnd fitted it.”
Darrow’s eye roved.

door.

“What's that?’ he cried.

“Fool thing some  Malay gave me,”
grunted Trendon. ‘“Pretended to be

good. “Go on with the story.”
tosit?”
“Meant to heave it overboard
now,” growled the other.
Someone handed it down to Darrow.

“If I had something to hoid eénough:

water,”
it. I'd like to sece for myself how it
worked out. I'd like to see that devif-
work in action.”

He spoké feverishly.

“Boy, fill the portable rubber tub in

Mr. Forsythe’s cabin and bring it here,”

ordered the captain.

“That will do,” said Darrow, recovering
himself. -

He floated the model in the tub.

“Now, I don't know how this will come |

out,” he said. “Nor do I know why the
Laughing Lass met her fate under Ives
and McGuire, and not beforc.
the chest lay open longer
enough, anyway. We'll try it.”

From his pocket he took a curious small
phial, {

“Is that what Dr. Schermerhorn gave

long

lyou?”’ asked Slade.

“Yes,” said Darrow.
inside the little model and slipped a lever.

i Slade quietly turned down the light.

A faint glow shot up. It grew bright

and eddicd in lovely, variant colours. As|
if set to a powder train, it ran through;

the ship. The pale faces of the spectators
shone ghastly in its radiance. From some-
one burst a sudden gasp. <

“There is not enough for danger,” said
Darrow quietly.

“As a point of interest,” grunted Tren-;

don.

Everyone looked at his outstretched !
hand. A little pocket compass lay in the |
palm. The needle spun madly, projecting

blue, vivid sparklings,
“My God!” cried Slade, and

liis eyes for a moment.
He snatched away his

covered

hands as a

suppressed cry went up from the others. |

“As I expected,” said Darrow quietly.
The little craft opened out; it dis-
integrated. All that radiance dissolved
and with its going the substance upon
which it shaped itself vanished. The last

glow showed a formless pulp, spreading

upon the water.

“So passed the Laughing Lass,” said
Darrow solemnly. -

“And the chest is at the hottom of the
sea,” said Barnett.

“@Good place for it,”” muttered Trendon.

“In all probability it closed as the ship
dissolved around it,” said Darrow. “Other-
wise we should sece the effects in the
water.”

“It might be recovered,” cried Slade,
excitedly.
Think of the possibilities—"

“Let it lie,” said the captain.
not cost cnough? Let it lie.”

The water in the tub fumed and sparkled
faintly and was still. Darkness fell, except
cigarette

“Has it

and faded.
THE END.

BILL TO AID ST. JOHN
VALLEY AND INTER-

Continued from page 3.)
as any one could wish. I mean the (ara-
quet railroad. This is only a small line,
hut it shows every sign of prosperity.
I'he inhabitants of the distrigt which it
sorves are able to get their supplies as
well and as cheaply in the little store at
Caraquet as they would if thdy had to go
all the way to Bathurst. All this prosper-
ity came in the wake of the railway. 1
could dilate very largely on the prosperity
of the county, but I should have such a
lot to say that I think 1 had better not

| go any farther.

This evening the debate was continued
Morrison and Murray, and
the resolution to go into supply without
a division was carried. The thouse then
went into committee of supply and passed
one” item.

Supply will be taken up again tomor-

0w,

Hon. Mr. Pugsley introduced a bill to
amend the act relating to the Grand Falls
Powar Company. He explained that one
section. extended the time for beginning
the work ninety days. The plans had been
vent to Ottawa, having not yet been ap-
There was
also provision for the ratification of cer-
tain agreements made by the company.
It also gave the company authority to
operate a railway or tramway at Grand
Falls, and to expropriate a part of the
common. They had asked the governmont
for authority for any town by two-thirds
vote of its counil to give them an exclus-
ive right for electrical purposes for a term
of fifteen years. The company intended
to send a heavy wire to St. John. The
government did not feel that it was desir-
able to grant this request, but where the
company applied for such a franchise they
must deposit a sufficient sum to defray
the costs of taking a vote of the people,
and after they had sanctioned it by a
majority vote then the franchise might be
granted on a two-thirgs vote of the coun-
cil. !

The house adjeurndgli at midnight.

! frong th excruciatir
re igl Nerviline's . pai

in
it can
The j

or any ache,
that hundreds
tles are used vear-
good, try it.

pain or b
of thousand®
ly is proof that it€

would
Yes I was

It fell ﬁpnn ai
quaintly modelled ship. hung abote the!
|

22 |
“No good? You don’t care what happens

before !

muttered he, “I'd like to float;

Perhaps !

He set it carefully |

“Could vou chart it, Darrow?

point glowed |

NATIONAL RAILWAYS

EMMERSON RESIGNS CABINET
POSITION AND DECLARES HE CAN
: UTTERLY DISPROVE CHARGES

Minister in

the House

Minister of Railways, in an

Impassioned Address, Tells

- Parliament That He is Entirely Innocent of Gleaner’s

I don’t know how many I saw gon It was

That if a Campaign of Slander is to Be Pursued by His

' Enemies He Has Plenty of Ammunition.

grateful because I cut his foot off. No|

Ottawa, April 2.—Sir Wilfrid Laurier |
announced in the house teday that llon. |
. H., R. Emmerson had tendered his resig-
nation as minister of railways and that
i the resignation was accepted. This was on

{ account of a definite charge made by a
Fredericton newspaper, following a cam-
paign of innunendo and insinuation.

Mr. Emmerson followed the premicer,
giving an unqualified denial to the Glean-
| er story and made a brief speech support-
ing the position which he was taking and
which strongly affected every man in the
house. Every onc{[elt that the course. Mr.

Immerson kad ptgsued was a manly one.
His specch was a ®teaightforward utter-

ance.

On the order of the day being called, !
the prime minister rose and said:

! “I have a communication to make to |

i the house. Ior some time past my honor- |

i

i

]

able friend and colleague, the minister of |
' railways and ‘canals, has been subjected
to insinuations and rumors of a most
injurious character—rumors aad insinua-
tions hitherto impalpable -and intangible,
. but which have at last taken the form of
a very injurious newspaper article. This
article, I have no doubt, is familiar to
members of the house. My honorable |
friend, the minister of railways and can-
als, absolutely denies the truth of the
allegations set forth in that article, and
ia order to bettsr vindicate his character
has tendered his resignation, which has
i been accepted. The correspohdence which
has taken place bztween my honorable
| friend and myself is as follows:

i Bmmerson's Offer to Resign.

‘“Office of the Minister of Railways and
Canals, Ottawa, April 1.

‘““Dear Sir Wilfrid,—You and I ahd indeed
the whole country have been aware that the
attention of parliament has been interrupted
! by certain innuendoes against members of
fyour abinet. Mere gossip is difficult to meet,
i but en the medium of the press has been
sought to name me as one of your colleagues
in a shander, false on its face, I have di-
rected that proceedings be taken against cer-
tain newspapers for the purpose of vindi-
cating myself, not only against the direct
charge but also against the imsinuations in-
volved therein.

“I am conscious that I am in a position
to be exonerated in the eyes of the country
and yourself. .

““My object in taking these proceedings is |
to vindicate my character, aside from all|
political consideration. |

““It is expected that you will leave on;
! Thursday for England in the interests, uotl
only of Canada, but of the empire, and I
would be very -sorry to prove to be in any
way an obstacle to that departure. Of neces-
sity the decision of the courts will not be
in time to make you feel free. Feeling, as I
do, that it would be unfair to you, to my
colleagues, and to the party generally that I
should be under such an imputation, while
occupying a place in your cabinet, I have
therefore to ask you to accept my resigna-
tion as minister of railways and canals.

‘‘Assuring you of my personal esteem, and
of my gratitude for the many kindnesses
shown by you, and of my belief in, and ad-
herence to the policy of your government and
of the hope that my assured vindication, sure
vindication, will in the end be a matter of
satisfaction to you, I have the honor to be,
dear Sir Wilfrid,
| ““Yours faithfully,
| (Signed) “H. R. EMMERSON.”

Laurier’s Letter Accepting.’

“To . this- communication, T sent - Mr.
Jmmerson the following reply:

( X “Ottawa, April 1, 1907.

{ “My Dear Emmerson,—I have come to the
conclusion that the course which you take
is, under existing circumstances, in the pub-
'lic interest. You owe it to yourself, to your
colleagues and friends to clear your char-
'acter of the charges levelled against you.
You could well ignore mere insinuations but
direct and specific charges you do well to

face as soon as uttered.
“1 will place your resignation in the hands‘

of his excellency.

“Let me assure you that I, as well as your
colleagues, appreciate the efforts, labor and
zeal with which you struggled to advance the
public welfare in a most arduous depart-,
ment. |

“‘Believe me, my dear Emmerson, |

““Yours very sincerely, !
(Signed) “WILFRID LAURIER."” |
“Hon. H. R. Emmerson, Ottawa." i

Emmerson’s Statement.

| Hon. Mr. Emmerson—*“lt will perhaps
be necessary for me to add a word to the |
announcement made by the prime mihis-
tar. 1 waat-to be definitely clear as to
what my statement should be, and with |
the indulgence of the house T snall read !
it, so that there meed be no misappre- |
hension as to the words.”

Alr. Emmerson then real the following |
statement: 1 desire at this time to re- |
peat my denial, explicitly and nnql:z\li-{
fiedly. of the charge which has been made |
against me by the Freaericton Gleaaer, |
and to say that I have taken steps to!
secure vindication before the only tri-
bunal having jurisdiction in the pramises,
the ecstablished courts of the law. To]
this end, I have given instructions for the
issue of writs for libel against the I'red-
oricton Gleaner, the IHalifax Herald and
the Toronto World, and I have been ad-|
vised of service in, at least. one of these
cases. [t is but a question of hours now
in the other two' cases, if, indeed at this
service has not taken place.

i

moment,
Glad Matter Has Reached a Head

©Mr. Speaker, with the indulgence of
the house and with your permission, I
would like to say one other word. In
common with every other member of this
bouse. T recognize this fact, that gossip |
has caused more mischief in the world
than have the decrees of tyrants; and
while T have been aware, coming to me
as they have come fromr time to time,|
that slanderous statements were being |
made that were uatrue. they have not |
been made in- any tangible way and I}
could not before my peers and my fallows
take cognizance of them. In a way I
%olieved to think that this matter |
come to a head, that it has reached |
I’ point where 1 will at least be in aj
position to meet my traducers face to
face. wm

“I do not know, Mr. Speaker, whether |
Mit be a fact or mot that every man ia
! this house is willing to have his private |
i life exposed. 1 do not know if there is |
any man within the sound of my voice,
! indead within this country who is in a |
| position- to say that he has done no|
wroag. - 1 admit that 1 have had my

|
|
i
|

~

| itical warfare of Canada i to be deg

i gent.

weaknesses. 1 have had: my foibles. Ua-
til this matter reached the point which it

has reached, I had not thought that it|
was a subject matter for parliamentary

discussion or for parliamentary investi-
gation. I had felt this at least, Sir, that
the man who was without sin should be
the man to cast the first stone; and
while I, standing as 1 do before the bar

of public opinion, and as within a very |

few da I wiil stand before the courts
of justi®, while I will tell the truth and
the whole truth, I expect to be judged
not by the standard that would be set
up upon that plea of ‘You are another.
While I ask no mercy from that stand-
point, if the standard that should be
the standard of the people of the coun-
try shall govern me, and if I am’ unfit aad
uaworthy of recognition in this house or
in this country, I am willing to go down.

i Denies Hotel Story.

“But, Sir, after that, and when that
question has been fought out and deter-
mined, there is onc other question that
the members of this hous: will ask them-
selves, and that the people of this coun-
try will ask of this house, and-ii i< this:
Are there others? Sir, in
statement and in making the
statement which T have made
enough—if indeed 1 could make it strong
enough as regards the statements in that
paper which are uature, which ave false—I
want to be understood as going even farther
and saying that they are unqualifiedly
false and that anything 1 have ever done,
either in the city of Montreal or unader

written

| any other circumstances I did to protece

the innocent, and I have never "been—
mark my words Mr. Speaker, and 1 make
them with full knowledge of the solemn-
ity. of the occasion and of the dignity of
my position—I have mever been in a hotel
in the city of Montreal in my life with
anybody of ill-repute. I shall take oc-
casion, sir, to show the accusation to be
untrue, and the protection, which I have
at all times afforded to the innocent I
will never show to the country nor at-
tempt to show it by building -myself up-
on anvbody else's downfall. (Government
cheérs.)

A Crisis in His Life.

“Mr. Speaker .it must be recognized, it
is recognized, as a ¢risis in any man’s
life, when statements of this kind are
paraded before the country and while 1
almost feel a sense of relief and gratifica-
tion to know that I am now placed where
I can and will meet my traducers, I have
been in the position during the discussions
in this house of not knowing whether the
insinuations and innuendoes were aimed at
me or not. There was nothing tangible,
nothing that I could seize wipon, nothing
that I could take hold of. But the occa-
sion has come, the time is now here, and
I hope to be able to seize the opportunity,
so that every man who has heretofore
been able to grasp my hand as a friend
and an equal will be able hereafter to feel
that he can still grasp my hand and wel-
come me as heretofore as a friend.
(Cheers).

“*So far as my political opponents are
concerned 1 have no word to say. Poli-
tical life has its difficultics, its troubles
and its struggles. I have known it for
over a score of years. I have met these
difficultics. I have surmounted these ob-
stacles, with all my weaknesses and with
all my foibles and who are there who have
them not? Who are there who are above
reproach? T hope they exist. I hope they
are within the sound of my voice. But,
with all that, whatever may be mine—and

! T have them in common with humanity-—

[ have a strong clement of human nature

i about me—and I think, and I have aiways

had the idea that it has been a sympa-
thetic and warm hearted human nature.
It is not to leave me at this moment, and
1 do not and will net, except in s¢ far as
T ask for a faiy hearing and for a suspen-
sion of judgment on the part of the mem-
bers of this house and on the part of the

| - o
people of this country. T imake no plea

for merey. 1 ask ne appeal other than
this, that [ want to b considered a man;
and if 1 cannot prove myseli & man, even
with all my weaknesses. I am willing to
zo down, down through the depths to
which those who ave beneath the level of
frue manhood should go.

Hints at Reprisais.

/
“At this moment 1 make no reprisals: I
have good friends. T believe [ have them
vet. And I say this-—that all in the ranks
of those who have been politically opposed
o me are’ imot- my enemies and
1L have - 4o say  further—that
ghall hold up my head, that I wili do my

| duty fearlessly ands if, on a future ocen-

gion. there is something to be said as has
already been announced, I will be hére to
say my say, I will be herc at least to chal-
lenge the bona-fides of these accusers;
[ will be here to-. declare  that,
if political warfare is to be carriced on with
the weapons of slander from tha guticrs,
of slander and personal gossip—if the pol-
aded

to that level-—it is not only against those
on this side of your chair, Mr. Speaker.
who are to suffer in that warfare. And
if the country would know the facts, if
the public press which has had detectives

on my track and on the track of other |
ministers of the crown secking out wat-!

ters that are of private moment, let me
say that if the employment of deteerives
is necessary as against those on this side.
that. without stooping to securs evidence
in that way there is evidence in ¢ mee,
evidence that has not been purchased, but

that will be strong. poweriui. potent, co- |
If the great public press of Canada !
! and the people of Canada want that evi-

dence it is within their grasp; it is with-
in the grasp of this house; it is within the
grasp of this country.

“A number of motives join to cause nie
to take the course 1 do, but the.first I

speak of is the high regavd 1 have for my
leader and the very great esteem in which |

I hold my colleagues. I would sacrifice

Gl e s e

making  that !

strong !

j myself, though it meant eternal sacrifice,

Sir Wilrrid Laurier Reads Correspondence With | in order that my great and honored lead-

cr—not merely hongred by me and not
merely great because I say <o, but hon-
ored by all the people cf this country, and
not only in Canada but among Canadians,
| but among the men of all the world—may
| g« to the conferenzc in London, and go
! ihere in no sense dragged down by me, in
i have

ne sense besmirched because men

myseli—statements that I can prove to be

Accusations, and He Will Not Rest Till He Has Broughtsecn it to muke statements with regard te
That Newspaper and Other Journals to BooK-—Hints|untrue, nuc vet statements hat have been

ilmndicd. about in hope of injuring me.

| “Why, Sir, 1 know of officiuls of this
ihnlht: who instcad of devoling their time
| to the duties for which they arc paid have
goie to room No. 6 (the opposition room)
| to circulate untruths, demnable untruths
. with respect to myscli—and this 1 can .o
| prove out of the mouths of men into whosz
i face 1 look at this moment.  And this has
I been going on unfairly to myself, though
it has not come to my knowledge unt

i within a very few days, for those things,
truly, are kept from everybody who 1is
partictlarly affected by them until  the
Jast moment. Gossip is the weapon ot the
coward and the coward seeks out victims
whom he thinks to be weak. I may be
one. But 1 am here and if I am not a
saint I am at least a decent sinner.

“f have said all 1 should say and prob-
ably more than need to be said. But 1
speak in justification of myself as a man.
I propose to staud here as a member of
this house, and [ propose to conduct my-
gelf as a member of this house ought to v%,
and if those who stand upon pedestals of
their own want to tuke action let them
take action—-and they must take action
now-—that they have gone so far as they
have gone. In what'l do 1 am actuated
by a sense of duty first of all to myself.
I am actuated in the second place by a
sense of the duty that I owe tc my rev-
ered and honored colleagues in the govern-
ment and to my colleagues, the members
of this house. D

“But higher and above them ali is the
sensc of duty that I owe to my constitu-
ents, 'that I owe to the people of this
country; and I ask them and the mem-
bers of this house one thing, and [ think
1 have a right to ask it, appealing merely
to their sense of British fzir play, 1o snew
pend their judgment, to await the verdict;
and if then I am convicted and if then
these words are proved to be untrue, T
shall ask no more. Unfortunately, Sir,+in
iife and with our weak humanity, we are
apt to think ill of our fellows, we are too
prone to accept the word and the idle ui-
terance of this gossip, and to say that it
must be true because it has been said, that
it must, be true because it has been writ-
ten. I know that in my personal experi
ence I have had more letters of conden:
nation, more letters of complaint and of
fault-finding than I have ever had of con-
gratulation or approval. But I have had
the pleasure, even though sometimes un-
deserved, that there should be a suspen-
sion of judgment awaiting the day when T
can meet face to face those who have been
striking me under the belt and stabbing
me in the dark. In meeting them I have
this confident assurance that I shall be
able to vindicate my honor, and charaecter.
Reputation is nothing. Character is every-
thing and my course will be taken to vin-
dicate my character, which is’ the only as-
set I have after a lifetime of struggle.

“] came into this house a poor man, 1
| go out of this government a poor wman.
‘E"J.‘he man does not live who can say aught
| to the contrary. 1If 1 had devoted my life
| to my profession I think I could have gone
on laying the foundation of at least a«n in-
dependence. [ have given my life to my
country. [ have done iy best toward that
country. and in ‘the discharge of my duties
as minister of railways and canals T hav
endeavored to treat all men with courtesy,
but T bave endeavored above all to be
honest, straightiorward and true. T leave
the government from a sense of duty. I
am here yet as a member of this house
and I owe a duty to my constituency, my
friends and to my family—and I have elim-
inated them from any remarks that 1 have
made. As I have been able to discharge
that duty.in the past 1 hope that I may
pe able to discharge it in the future.”

Queéry About Hyman.

R. T.. Borden asked the prime ininister
whether he had received any further com-
munication which could le submitied tc'
the honse with respeet to attempted resig-
nation of the minister of public workes.
The matter had been pending ever since
the opening of the session and they were
all familiar with the report of the com-
mittce on privileges and elections. He
thought that the time had arrived when
there should be some finality in the mat-
er.

The prime minister staied that he had
no information svhatever to give ihe house.
He had received no communication from
)lr. Hyman either directly or indirectly
since last the matter was before the house.
It had been stated in the press that Mr.
Hyman had started north again, but bad
been obliged to return to California. 1t
way certain that Mr. Hyman would have
i to take some action before cutering the.-
i house ag and he had no doubt irat™
Mr. Hyman having given notice of his iu-
tention would make it good. Tt was well
kncwn that' the health of Mr. Hyman
| compelled him to to be away from the
| house and prevented him carrying cut his
“inlomion inthe past, but he felt sure
;thut- the first thing he would do when he
j came sback to Canada wouil be to submis
himseli to Lis electors,

i _‘\|1‘. Foster asked whether the prime
i minister had coinmunicated the decision
tof the committee on priv s and elec-
}tiunu to Mr. Hyvman.
i
1
|

|
|

o

The *prime minister stated that he had
!not heard of Mr. llyman having been
ordered 1ot to engage in any intellectual
| labor.
| Ottawa, April 3.-The comnions this
fmorning held its first sitting and  heard
Mr. Bourassa and decided that he coule
{make no more motions on the Fowler
| ineident.  Jke had previously  discussed 1
las mmuch as the law would allow.
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