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& The Farm. &

How to Manage the Weeds

The weed mmgement which I find
most profitable 8- to prevent in every
possible way the ripening and ing of
their seeds. - In the case ' of the bearded
plantain & single hour spent in examining
the clover seed with the magnifying glass
would have saved me from $10 to $20 ex-
pense trying to destroy the plantain, which
I am not sure can be dome at all, The
seeds are very easily recognized, Oane side
is curiously concave, with bright brown
spots. The way the concave sides of each
pair of seeds face each other in the capsules
is quite interesting, if you have the mis-
fortune to raise the seeds on your own
ground. - The way in which the seeds of
weeds are planted far and wide over the

farm from the manure pile seems not yet
to be understood by many farmers; and
hence there is an enormous waste of labor
in (partially) destroying the weeds thus
planted.

These wéeds, as I believe, are not pro-
duced from seeds in the hay and straw
of which the manure is made, but from
weeds that grow on the ground under the
manure pile while it is uncovered during
the sumwer., These weeds, particularly
the three principal garden weeds, * the
three Ps "'~—~which are first planted on the
edges of the manure pile by birds, ripen
their myriads of seeds, which fall on the
ground and are shovelled up and hauled
out with the manure the following spring.
| have found it easier to keep the ground
smothered under straw or similar rough
material during the summer, thus pre.
venting all growth, than to destroy the
weeds after they begin to grow. Depend
upon it, & few hours spent in preventing
weeds from being planted with the manure
will save days and days of labor afterward.
One case more,

It is hard to convince many farmers that
there is any profit in destroying the weeds
in their corn and potato felds to the end
of the season, so as not to allow any to go
to seed. They can see the profit in killing
the weeds pretty thoroughly till the corn
has the start, but in August and September
they allow a jungle of weeds to ripen seeds
in countless millions, to grow again not
only mext summer, but for years to come.
Some farmers are sure it does not pay to
keep the ground clean to the end of the
season, because they have tried it—for one
year. They tried it a year, and there were
just as many weeds as ever the next year
so far as they could see! It is true; we
must prevent the weeds from going to seed
three or four years in succession to begin
to get the full benefit of it. But the profit
does begin to appear the very first year.
The yield of corn is semsibly increased,
and the wheat is sown on the corn stubble

with very: much less labor if the ground
is clean.~Ohio Farmer.
x * ¥

Protect the Toads.

That the toad is beneficial to the farmer
and particularly to the gardener is admitted
by every one who has observed its habits.
Additional 'facts have been secured by
recent observations at the Massachusetts
experiment station, which show 11 per
cent of the toad's food is composed of
insects and spiders beneficial or indirectly
helpfu) to man, gnd 8o per cent of insects
and other animals directly injurious to
caltivated crops or in other ways obnoxious
to man., The toad feeds on worms, snails,
sow bugs, common greenhouse pests, and
the many legged worms which damage
greenhouse and garden plots, It feedsto
some extent om grasshoppers and crickets,
and deltrGya large nnmben of auts. It

id ber of May
hcetla, rose chﬂm click beetles or adults
of the wireworm, potato beetles and cu-
cumber beetles. It is a prime destroyer of
cutworms.and army worms.

To all tgric\ﬂtnrllu the toad renders

growing crops, and the practice of collect-
ing and transferring them to the gardeus is
a commendable one. While the sense of
locality is strong in the toad, snd it will
often return over conmsiderable distances
to its original haunts, yet it may be induced
to remain in mew quarters if there is 8
sufficient food supply. Mauny farmers pro-
vide toads with artificial shelters made by
digging shallow holes in the ground and
partially covering them with a bit of board
or flat stone. In such places toads will
oftets remain for many days, sallying forth
at night to seek food.

Theenemies of the toad are hawks, owls,
and, worst of all, small boys, who stone
and kill many of them, Dr. C. F, Hodge
states that he found two hundred dead or
wounded toads in a single day on the shores
of a small pond on the grounds of Clark
University. * The loud cry of the toad at
spawning time readily betrays its presence,
and small boys, and sometimes those of
a larger growth gravitate toward the pools
as naturally as do the toads themselves.
There have been excellent laws enacted
to protect insectivorous birds. Why should
there not be as stringent legislation against
the destruction of toads?—American Agri-
culturist.

£ * *

How to Use 3 Dash Churn.

There is & proper way to employ almost
every implement mentionable, and a dash
churn is not to be excepted. As ordinarily
used, however, much dissatisfaction arises
in that the butter is not good or will not
keep well, and as a result the churn is
soon thrown aside for a swing, barrel or
box one.

Now, albeit the dash churn is not as good
as those just mentioned, where one has an
old-fashioned wooden dash churn that is
in good condition it is hardly advisable
in_the majority of cases to incur extra
expense by casting it aside for one of later
date. It can be made to do excellent
service simply By boring a three-fourths-
inch hole at the bottom, by which to
draw off the buttermilk and washing water.

This js the way to proceed: When the
butter reaches the granular stage set the
churn on the stool, pull out the plug and
draw off the buttermilk, then pour in cold
water, agitate slightly and draw off the
water, In so doing nse a small horsehair
sieve to catch any particles of butter that
escape with the water, and do likewise
when drawing off the buttermilk. This
greatly simplifies matters, for the butter
can thus be drained, salted and partly
worked in the churn, which tends to
produce a much better article, other con-
ditions being equal. But let those having
a good dash churn try the experiment fof
themselves ere they sink hard cash id
making any venturesome exchanges, since

*“a bird in hand is always worth two in
the bush, "—Frederick O. Sibley.

« * *

The Forces of Right.

Think noét that God deserts the field,
Though truth the battle loses ;

But grasp again Faith's sword and shield,
And follow where he chooses.

He shrouds himself in dark events,
No moytal eye beholds him ;

And many an adverse provldence
As in a cloud enfolds him.

We see Truth's foes press close around,
Distrusting her resources ;
Faith fills the teeming battle-gronnd
With chariots and with horses.
And 10, God's standard rises clear
lhe moke nnd thunder ;

B s
Or into fngmenu maer

The baffled surf ebbs to the sea,
As though its task forsaking,
But to return more mightily,
In gmter volumes breaking.
‘What God has sworn shall yet ‘be done,
No power of man can stay him ;
Upon the seas he plants his thmne,
And all the waves obey him.

lr:o-tl
a Cake.

Every Housekeeper

//wants pure hard soap that
lasts well—lathers freely—
is high in quality and low
in price.
Surpr&hthenamcofthatkmiofSoap.

THE 8T. CROIX BOAP MFa. CO
ST, STEPHEN, N.8,

DON'T KEEP BACK because
on a PIANO, $2.00 on an OR

Selling off SURPLUS STOCK

Great Bargains Otfered in Pianos and Organs
New and Slightly Used

Also in NEW RAYMOND, NEW WILLIAMS and WHEELER & WILSON
SEWING MACHINES. USED SEWING MACHINES AT HALF PRICE
cannot pay more than $3.0c0
AN and
WE SELL so we can SELL to your fri

MILLER BROS.,, 105 and 503 Barrington:St.,, HALIFAX, N. S,

per month
J:er month on sewing machine,
er we have sold to you.

People

m PANY, Ltd.,

of refined musical taste buy their Pianos and
@ Organs from the W. H, JOHNSON COM-
157 Granville Street, Corner of
Buckinghmn Halifax.

WANTED.

A live agent in each district to introduce
the ‘“Life of the HON. W. E. GLAD-
STONE” as described by one of the
world”s  most and beilliant men,
Dr. Gunsaulus., Liberal terms to agents.
Em)ectus and full instructions for suc-

ul work sent on receipt of 50 cents.
Act promptly and success is
Address N. B. ROGERS,
Box 343, Wol!ville, N..S.

IT PAYS &

S. A. McLEOD,
Agent at SI. John.
=

to insure in the CONFEDERATION LIFE
ASSOCIATION, because of its sound financial
position, its moderate premium rates and its
unexcelled profits to policy-holders —Policies
unconditional — Guaranteed extended Insur-
ance, paid up and cash surrender] values—
All claims paid immediately upon receipt of
proof of death.

THE CARLETON HOUSE,
Cor. Argyle and Prince Sts..
HALIFAX, N. S,

Improved and Exteuded Euuluon nry
oentral yat. pleu.nnt and ntl Eleotrt:

s of {the dnor
Vllllorl 10 the on vlll ﬂnjl.he ;s G‘rlelon "a
homelike an: ble residence.
G spocm “22‘. b oo
No Liquors 80! d. ;i i

. W. Bowes,

Proprietor,

G..W.2PARKER,

General Agent.




