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Mrs. Robert Matthew is

, Ninety-Nine

OTTAWA LETTER.

e

Criticism of Estimates is
Hard Work.

Years of Age,

e And is Now Enjoying the Best of Health—She Gele-
brated Her Birthday Yesterday.

r

L 2 4

But the Opposttion is Faithfully Per-

Probbly the oldest woman in St.
John is Mrs. Robert Matthew,
yesterday received the hearty con-
gratulations of her friends upon her
birthday. Mrs. Matthew was born
near Hampton on Februagy 13th, 1806,
and  yeaterday completed ninety-nine
/years. She lived for the greater part
of her life near her birthplace, but be-
ing alone, she came to this city up-

wards of four years ago and went to :

reside in the Home for Old Ladies on
‘Broad street. Mrs. Matthew has but
few relatives, in fact the only one in
St. John is Dr. George F. Matthew,
who was distantly connected with Mrs.
Matthew’s husband. She entered the
home in November of 1800, being then
almost ninety-five years old, and has
gince been one of the most cheerful of
the inmates. In spite of her great age
she is quite able to look after herself
and needs but little care from the
matron of the home. Mrs.

who

Matthew
has only twice missed coming down ‘to.:

forming its Duty—How One
Firm Was Paid.

|ber of friends were arranging to go
down to the home and give a birthday
party, but on account of the death of
Miss DesBrisay, which occurred on

Sunday, this affair had to be post- -

poned, and Mrs.” Matthew celebrated

by sharing her birthday cake with all OTTAWA, Feb. 10.— Parliament
her friends. In the evening music was | spent nearly two million dol-

enjoyed.

Mrs, Matthew is in perfect .health.
She enjoys full possession of every
faculty, and is a constant reader. For
some time she has been unable to do
any fancy work, but she occasionally
busies herself with knitting, although
she willingly gives. up everything for
a quiet hour with a book. She is most
chereful in manner, though of a quiet
and retiring disposition, and in con-
versation is very entertaining. Mrs.
Matthew was never the possessor of a | Feport that last year one dredging
very good memory, and cannot recall ﬁrm—-qne of whose alleged members is
{ any events of minor importance con- also a’ member of the house on the
nected with her early life. In fact, she liberal side, Jimmie Conmee of the

lars yesterday, but it took six hours

of hard work  to do it for the oppo-
sition, while not resisting any legi-
timate expenditure demanded and
forced the government to give explan-
ation of every penny of it. The ex-
planation in many instances was far
from satisfactory. For instance, in
connection with a proposed expendi-
ture at Fort William, the opposition
pointed out from the auditor general’s

NORTH SEA ENQUIRY

" - e

Gonclusions of British énd

Russian Agents Heard.

Work of the Commission Practically
Closed Until a Decision is
Reached.

PARIS, Feb. 13.—The international
commission, which is inquiring into the
North Sea incident, 'oday heard the
conclugions of the British and Russian
agents upon the testimony presented.

The session was largely attended by
members of the diplomatic corps, in-
cluding Ambassador Forter and sev-
eral members of the Japanese lega-
tion. It was expécted that the two
agents would reach an agreement up-
on a number of points involved, but
the pleadings showed that on the
main issues th2y were not reconciled.
The British conclusion maintained
that the testimony showed that no
torpedo boats were present and that
therefore the firing was unjustifiable,
whereas the Russian conclusion held
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now soon .forgets incidents of -her ev- somewhat noted combinaticn of Con-

’ o mee and Bowman—had been paid at
the rate of $10 an hour for 12 hours’
work a day through the summer and
up to the middle of December. Could
the minister explain how a dredge
could work 12 hours a day in Decem-
ber when there were only about eight
hours of daylight ? queried a truth-

breakfast at the regular hour, and on . eryday life.

those occasions it was due to the fact| Mrs, Matthew is the oldest lady who
that the matron insisted upon her re-  has ever been in the home. There was
maining in bed, because on the previous | once an inmate who was ninety-six
evenings there had been entertainments years of age, and there have been not
in the home and Mrs. Matthew had '!a few who have reached the age of
been up later than usual. On these | ninety-two and  ninety-four, but Mrs.

that the testimony showed that tor-
pedo boats were present, and that the
Miring was fully warranted. However,
the Russian statement closed: with a
decldration of profound regret at the
fact that innocent lives had been sac-
rificed, and announced the willingness
of the Russian government to pay an
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JULES VERNE.

/

occasions she strongly objected to re-
maining in bed longer than at ordin-
ary times. :

Yesterday being her birthday, a num-

-

{ Matthew has beaten them all, and
| from her appearance and manner has

every chance of living for some years
{ longer.

seeking opposition member. Now that
is one of the things very difficult to
explain' off-hand, and the minister
made a poor fist of it. There were

- GAVE HIM A CANE.

Ex-Captain Philip Hamm Remembered
by No. 2 Salvage Corps.

o

At the regular mbnthly social of No.
9 salvage corps, held last evening in
No. 5 fire station, a farewell send-off
was given ex-Captain Philip Hamm,
who is to leave the city in a few weeks
for Moncton, where he will engage in
business. Nearly all the members of
the corps were present besides several
friends. An excellent programme Wwas
carried out and refreshments in plenty
were furnished. Capt. White presided
and gave a short address at the open-
ing. The following was the pro-
gramme: Plano solo, Prof. Fox; vocal
golo, Mr. Lewis; piccolo solo, Mr. Ross;

\ violin duet, Messrs. Coates and Holder;

gelection by Holder quartette; selec-
tion by banjo quartette; solo, ;Prof.
Fox; banjo solo, Cecil Holder; violin
solo, Mr. Coates; solo, Richard Brad-
ley; instrumental duet, Messrs. Mid-
dleton and Jones.
After an intermission for refresh-
ments Alderman McGoldrick was call-
_ed on and made a short address, after
’ which Capt. White on begbalf of the
salvage corps presented 'Mr. Hamm
with a beautiful gold-headed cane. In
making the presentation®Capt. White
referred to Mr. Hamm's long connec-
tion with the corps, during which he
had labored faithfully in its interest
and helped very materially to bring
the corps to its present state of effi-
clency. He had been captain of the
corps for geven yedrs and had always
been 'one of its most esteemed mem-
bers. It was with the deepest regret
. that they would say farewell to him
and they wished him every success in
- his new business.
¥ Mr. Hamm responded very feelingly.
} He referred to the pleasant relations
that had always existed between him-
self and the other members of the
corps, and expressed his appreciation
of the kindly way in which they had
remembered him on this occaslon.
Mr. Hamm and family will leave for
Moncton early in March,

" LATE SHIP NEWS.

Domestic Ports.
HALIFAX, Feb 13—Ard, str Briar-
dene, from St John. ;
814, str Senlac,
John via ports.
British Ports.
GLASGOW, Feb 11—8ld, str. Alcides,
» — Tor-8% John.

FOWEY, Feb 12—Sld, str Norman, for
Portland and Boston.

BAHIA, Feb 11—Ard,
Dodd, from St Johns, NF.

LIZARD, Feb 12—Passed, str Marina,
grom Bremen for Portland.

: Foreign Ports.

VINEYARD HAVEN, Mass, Feb 13
—-Ard, schs Ellen M Golder, from Port
Liberty for Portland; Vinita, from Jer-
sey City for Yarmouth, NS. ;

S1d, schs Catherine D Perry and
Nathaniel J Palmer (from  Norfolk),
for Boston; Frank Barnet ,from Bruns-
wick, Ga), for do; Wm C Carnegle and
James B Drake (from Newport News),
,for Portland; Savannah ¢from Fernan-
dina), for do; Avalon (from Philadel-
phia), for Gloucester. :

CHATHAM, Mass, Feb 13—Fresh
southwest winds, with snow at suncet.

Passed north, schs James B Drake,
from Newport News for Portland; Sav-
sannah, from Fernandina for do. (Both
anchored tonight off Chatham).

NEWPORT NEWS, Va, Feb 18—814,
sch Wm B Palmer, for Providence;
Rachel W Stevens, for do.

REEDY ISLAND, Feb 13—Passed up,
str Manchester Corporation, frem Man-
chester via Liverpool and St John for
Philadelphia.

BOSTON, Feb 13—Ard, schs Inde-
pendent, from Baltimore; Cosmopoli-
tan, from Boothbay.

Cl4, str Saxonia, for Liverpool; sch
Theoldine, for Brunsawick. :

814, sch Bradford C French, for coal

McKinnon, for St

sch Bessie

rt.
2 x,OG!:NOA, Feh 13—Ard, str Konigin
Luilse, from New York via Naples.

MARCUS HOOK, Pa, Feb 18—In har-
bor, sch Maune, from Philadelphia for
Fall River.

PHILADELPHIA, Feb 13—Arq, sch
E Starr Jones, from Boston.

CITY ISLAND, Feb 13—Bound south,
str Manhattan, from Portland, Me;
mchs Levinia M Snow, from Hurricane
3sland, Me; Ella F Crowell, from Rock-
fand, Me, before reported here in the
foe, left today in tow of tugs Port
Chester and Ada ¥Ford. :

many other instances similar to this
and the way the opposition pounced
upon them and filled page after page
of Hansard with condemnation of the
system which permitted them should
cause the government to consider a
while before they permit similar graft
this year.

It {8 hard work—monotonous, dreary
Gallows. : work, this criticism of the estimates,
o R e but it is one of the chief duties of an
opposition which considers itself ‘he
guardian of the people’s interests and
that the present opposition has no in-
tention of shirking any of its duties,

WILL PROBABLY HANG.

Little Chance of Mrs. Kate Edwards

and Her Accomplice Escaping

e

PHILADELPHIA, Feb. 13.— Unless

‘the board of pardons, which meets in
Harrisburg on Wednesday, recom-
mends the commutation of the death | has been abundantly shown this ses-
sentence of Mrs. Kate Edwards and | gion,
Samuel Greason, colored, of Berks
county, the woman and her accomplice
will be hanged on Thursday of this
week in the Reading jail for the mur-
der of John Edwards, her husband.
The case came before the supreme
court finally today on two petitions,
one by the woman, in which she held
Gredson blameless for the murder of
her husband and prayed that he be
given a new trial, and another by
Greason, in which he asked for a re-
opening of his case on the ground of
newly . discovered: evidence. Both peti-
tions were refused, only three of the
geven members of the court voting in
favor of the petitions. There was no
| ‘opinion filed, ths papers simply being
endorsed “refus>d.”

The newly discovered evidence Te-
ferred to in the Greason petition was
the confession of Mrs. Edwards, in
wheh she-stated that Greason had no

The sums  voted yesterday were -a
million and a quarter for the new Vic-
toria memorial museum, $85,000 for an
extension to the westeyn block of the
parliamentary buildings, $542,000 for
harbor improvements, as follows:
Quebec,. $107,000; Port Arthur and
Fort William, $195,000; Montreal, $90,-
000, and Port Colborne, $150,000. All
these came under the public works
estimates and acting mirister Hyman
had a trying day standing up to &
cross-fire of censure, criticism and
question from shortly after three in
the afternoon till nearly midnight.

timates and to a vain attempt to get
the government to enunciate some de-
finite general harbor policy. During
this discussion Dr. Stockton -spoke
strongly of the government's neglect

ing her husband’s body into a gistern.

Counsel for Greason confldently ex-
pected that the supreme court would
re-open the case, and Mrs. Edwards’
counsel was relying upon such a con-
tingency to save his client’s life. Had
the case been re-opened the woman
would have been reprieved in order to
testify in favor of the colored man,
but as the matter now stands, only
the board of pardons can save Mrs.
Edwards from the- scaffold. Governor
Pennypacker has refused to intervene
unlesg he receives a recommendation
from the pardon board, and this body
does not meet until 24 hours previous
to the time set for the execution. The
case has been before the board several
times, and each time a pardon was re-
fused.

ance. He contended for the establish-
ment of a national port policy, - in-
cluding the harbors of Montreal, Que-
bec, St. John and Halifax, and all
others requiring aid from the govern-
ment.

There is considerable interest in the
city and around the house in the sug-
gestion unanimously made by the Ot-
tawa City Council that the Dominion
government should consider the ques-
tion of making Ottawa a federal dis-
trict under the control of a commis-
sion, on a system similar to that pre-
vailing in Washington.

The government of recent years has
spent large sums of money in beauti-
fying Ottawa’s buildings, driveways,
parks, etc., and the idea is that, with
the city placed directly under govern-
ment control, much more money would
be spent and the city made the most
attractive in Canada at no cost to the
citizens, as it is expected that taxes
would be considerably reduced by the
change.

On the other hand, the placing of the
city under the direction of a govern-
ment commission would mean the dis-
franchisement of the people of Ottawa,
who, as they would have no aldermen
and no representatives in the house,
would necessarily lose the right of vot-
ing in Dominion and municipal and pro-
bably in provincial elections. As im-
portant manufacturing and business
interests are repremented in the city,
this would meet with strong resistance
from the capital involved, which would
lose a large part of its influence on
legislation by this move. Also the idea
of being deprived of all voice in the
country’s affairg 18 repugnant to the
majority of men, and if the matter is
to be decided by popular vote it is im-

ing house. !
boa.]r:l Eg Hloene took a coupls of | probable that any such surrender will
| be endorsed. :

flahlight group photographs of the] The suggestion which emanates

mnen? < inner.
e e which cont:ibuted | from Alderman Grant, is that the dis-
mEIaL s trict to be formed should be about ten

so much to the pléasure of the mem-
| miles square, taking in Hull, the whole
e ta ir. | ’ £ ’
bers, was owned and operated by e to be called the Distriet of Ottawa,

‘Weatherhead. i
“Officers of Court Log Cabin,” pro-
posed by Ald. Maxwell, was responded |
to by Chief Ranger Jamses E. Arthurs, i
Treasurer J. V. Russell, ex-Alderman

Seaton, Vice Chief Ranger.

The toast of “The Ladies” was pro-
posed by Chairman Russell. 3. €
Henderson and W. J. McEachren re-
sponded.

The chairman then proposed the
toast of the “Press,” and it was re-
sponded to by A. M. Belding and a
member of the Sun staff.

The committee in charge of the ar-
rangements for last evcning’s celebra-
tion was as follows: J. V. Russell,
W. D. Essington, Jameg E. Arthurs,
F. H. White and E. W. Paul.

COURT LOG CABIN DINNER.

Court Log Cabin, No. 1,761, celebrat-
ed its tenth anniversary by a dinner
last night at White’'s. There were
about fifty members present. J. V.
Russell was the toastmastef. After
the excellent dinner a number of
toasts were honored. The King was
drunk with honors. A. M. Belding
responded “to the toast of the ‘“‘Sup-
reme Court”” “The High Court” was
responded to by D. G. Lingley. “The
Navy’ was spoken to by Captain
Pratt of the Curlew. The captain was
in an extremely humorous mood and
made a very bright speech, causing
much amusement.

“Court Log Cabin” was coupled with
the name of Ald. Maxwell, E. W. Paul
and Deputy Chief Jenkins.

The speeches were interspersed with
gramaphone selections. Harry Coch-
rane sang a song about a St. John

But the one topic which puts all
others in the shade, the topic which is
discussed at all hours in every corri-
dor and room of the house, is the mix-
up in Quebec. Unless it is patched up
speedily it is generally conceded that
it will greatly weaken Laurier's pres-
tige, especlally after the Ontario elec-
tion, as it is generally known that he
has been interfering personally in the
| melee, in the hope of conciliating the
combatants. Liberals who are inclined
to optimism look for a temporary ces-
sation of hostilities,
Laurier's mediation, with Parent os-
tensibly on top, but with a secret un-
derstanding that he shall speedily re-
tire to accept another fat job some-
where, probably on the G. T. P. con-

In olden times, before the days of the
Help Wanted ads., a sage wrote: “God
sends us meat, but the devil sends us
cooks.” But the want ads. have com-
pelled- his Satanic majesty to abandon
the employment ageney end of his
| business, both in the matter of cooks
and in that of “finding work for idle
hands to do.”"

¢clear for Hon. Mr. Gouin. "

But if the suany ways fail —and
those on the ingide claim that the
scrap has gone too far for any concil-
jatioh—it probably means another
general election, the certain defeat of

The largest part of the time was de- |
. voted to the details of the harbor es- |

as a result of |

struction commission, leaving the path |

|

|

|
the Parent clique, and the election lt. out notice and within a few days of
} not of & majority of conservatives, at;

indemnity to the survivors and fami-
lies of the victims, leaving the amount
and partition of the indemnity to the
Hague tribunal,

An incident occurred when the Rus-
sian agent, M. Nekliedoff, pointed out
that the British statement referred to
the commission as a court, wWhereas
the two governments had expressly
agreed upon it being a commission of
inguiry, but not a “court.” Thereupon
the British agent, Mr. O’'Beirne, with-
drew the use of the word ‘court.”” The
incident was taken to indicate the re-
stricted nature of the commission’s
inquiry. .

The British summary of facts is un-
der four main heads:

First. That no torpedo boats or
torpedo boat destroyers were in the
vicinity of the incident, as shown by
the declarations of the fishermen and
the official statements of various gov-
ernments that no torpedo boats be-
longing tc their fleets were in that
neighborhood, and that therefore the.
Russians made a. mistake largely as
the result of apprehension that an at-
tack was about to occur.

Second—That fire was opened with-
out sufficient reason and was contin-
ued for an unreasonable time after the
mistake had been detected.

Third—That no effort wag made to
succor the sinking ships or wounded.
* Fourth—That not the slightest irre-
gularity was shown in the conduct of
the innocent fishing fleet.

The Russian summary, after setting
forth the justification under four heads,
concludes as follows:

“The imperial Russian government
therefore maintains that the fire of the
Russian squadron was ordered and ex-

connection with the crime; that she | of the port of St. John while spending | ecuted in the legitimate accomplish-
killed her husband and that her | hundreds of thousands on other ports | ment of the military duties of the
daughter Mary assisted her in throw- | of not nearly such national import- | cOmmander of the squadron. Conse-

quently no responsibility whatever is
chargeable against Vice-Admiral Ro-
jestvensky or any of the officers of the
squadron. v

“The imperial government sincerely
deplores that the incident resulted in
innocent victims, and therefore the ad-
miral’s responsibility being eliminated,
the Russian government expresses its
readiness to make reparation by idem-
nifying the innocent victims, deferring
the amount and partition of the indem-
nities to the permanent tribunal of ar-
bitration at The Hague.”

Today's session practically closed the
work of the commission until a deci-
sion is reached, when Admiral Four-
nier (the president of the commission)
will call a meeting for the public an-
nouncement.

The admirals .in the meantime will
hold dalily private sessions to deliber-
ate upon the decision. It is expected
that some days will elapse before de-
finite results are reached.

PRESBYTERIAN CLERGYMEN OR-
GANIZE.

A Presbyterian Ministerial Associa-
tion was organized by the Presby-
terian clergymen of the city yester-
day mornigg. - The forming of this as-
sociation was talked over at a recent
meeting of the ministers, but the final
work of the organization did not come
until yesterday. The officers of the
association are: President, Rev. Dr. T.
F. Fotheringham; secretary-treasurer,
Rev. A. M. Hill. Rev. W. 8. Pritchard
of the Congregational church became
a member of the association. Meet-
ings will be held monthly. A monthly
exchange of pulpits among the Presby-
terian clergymen will also be a regu-
lar occurrence in the future. At yes-
terday morning’s meeting, which was
held in St. John’s church, Dr. Fother-
ingham occupied the chair. Dr. Foth-
eringham also read a paper, The His-
torical Succession of the Presbyterian
Church, showing that there has been
no interruption in the ordér of presby-
teries down to the present. A discus-
sion followed the paper, and Dr. Foth-
eringham was tendered a hearty vote
of thanks.

If you select your servants from the
class who read and answer want ads.
you will at least have intelligent help—
and you know from experience that
nine out of ten of the poor servants are
igncrant ones. :

least of enough to hold the balance of
power between the two grit factions
and to force the formation of a coali-
tion government. Another inevitable
result will be the great weakening of
Laurier’s influence and the engender-
ing of a lot of ill feeling against him
on the part of the anti-Parent party.

Altogether, recent events are re-
garded as a splendid 3jvstification of
Mr. Flynn’s action in i1efusing to con-
test the !ste election and as a judg-
ment on Premier Parent's trickery,
with Laurier's compliciiy, in spring-
ing the elections on the province with-

the general election, C.F.C.

| Stérting’ This Month

IN

ST. JOHN STAR.

Big Furniture Sale
Drawing to a Close.

|
!

If you care to know
week in Furniture buyiug, youll

This handsome Wilton nug #arlor
Suite. five pieces, spring edge, made on
our premises. Regular price $75.00,
onsaleat..cceooieececn-iseee. $60.00

$26.00 Parlor Suites, upholstered in
velours, five pieces, walnut frames,
etc, onsaleat............ $19.00

35.00 Parlor Suites .... now 28.00
48.00 Parlor Suites .... now 30.00
73.00 Parlor Suites .... now 62.00
95.00 Parlor Suites .... now 78.00

And Many other Rare Snaps.

equal to new.

among the stores you intend to visit.

just Whefe your dollar will go furthest this

includle AMLAND BROS.
Don’t be misled by highly col-

ored hombastic talk, it doesn’t make furniture good or cheap in price.
Use your own judgment, make your own comparisons, and you'll find
AMLAND BROS. are giving the Very Best Values in
Furniture Everywhere. '

-

Bedroom Suites.

$21.00 Bedroom Suites..now $17.50
20.00 Bedroom Suites..now 1550
14.50 Bedroom Suites..now 12.00
34.00 Bedroom Suites..now 27.50
87.00 Bedroom Suites..now 28.50
40.00 Bedroom Suites..now 31.00
75.00 Bedroom Suites .now - 59.00

»New Sideboards.

$66.00 Sideboards on sale at
45,00 Sideboards on sale at
43.00 Sideboards on sale at
39.00 Sideboards on sale at
18.00 Sideboards on sale at ' 13.75
99.00 Sideboards on saleat 16.75

We have hundreds of rare snaps
in Parlor Cabinéts, Music Racks,

$53.00
32.00
31.00
25.50

Fancy Rockers, Parlor Tables, Etc.

MAIL ORDERS.

All Mail orders must be sent in
early. Try us and be convinced.

All old Parlor Suites, Lounges, Fasy Chairs, Jed-lounges, Kte.,
that need re-upholstering, let us call for them and we will return them

Furniture ind
12 Waterloo St.

Amland Bros.,

Carpet Dealers,
; St,_john, N. B.

Bookcases, Hall Trees, Dining Chairs,




