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TITLE PASSES FROM ONE KENNEBECÂSÎS
fPEOPLE HURT IN CRUSHÎl 
I AT “VIC” TO SEE HUGH1 
AND BREEN IN BATTLE

—-

■

MAN TO ANOTHER
BART DUFFY COULD 
MAKE THEM HUSTLE

: Trio Well Known To Sport Followers sis River near their home at Brook- 
vilie.

Duffy was said to have skated the 
440 yards in 33 seconds in an exhibi­
tion race in Wolfville, and as tlje 
track had not been officially surveyed 
prior to the race this time was not 
accepted by the skating authorities.

hand, but Billy promised to send an 
account of the meet to a friend here, 
in fact, a representative of this paper, 
who saw him at his work in the Bos­
ton Arena over a week ago.

Billy was delighted to see the home 
boys when they called In upon him 
before the Bruins-Canadieans hockey 
match, and immediately launched Into 
a senes of reminiscences of the old 
days in good old Saint John and 
Canada in general. He inquired about 
scores of people and wanted to be re­
membered to all the folks.

Merritt, who is in charge of the 
skate-repairing and grinding depart­
ment of the Arena in Boston, is turn- 
1coin, h« life-time knowledge 

of the fine points of the skating ,
He keeps himself in pretty'good 
dltion so that he 8
and take a crack at

ing champions, which he enjoys im­
mensely.

It is a great tid-bit to Billy that 
Yankee cousins have at- last awakened 
to the tingle and snap of Canadian 
winter sports. He says that Boston 
has gone literally crazy over inter­
national pro. hockey, and speed skating 
is breeding a swarm of youthful fliers 
out of which some excellent talent is 
flying to the top.

our

Hit Half M3e m 1.21 3-4 on 
Victoria Wat Record For 

Long Time
.Young Man Too Much for Champion, and North Ameri­

can Laurels Change Owners— Protest Over One 
Race, But Referee Bell's Decision for Bra*n,

BILLY MERRIT AT 
FIFTY STILL RACESil

In 1608 Fred Logan and Bart Duffy, 
both speedy Saint John skaters, 
under the management of Joe Page, 
of Montreal, who needs no introduction 
to Saint John sport followers. The 
date indicates how long a time Joe 
has been interested In sport matters 
In this city, an interest be maintains 
to this 4*7» and with much resulting 
for the good of this community.

Elsewhere extended reference is 
made to Fred Logan and his speedy 
skating sons. Now for a few words 
about Bart Duffy.

HALF MILE RECORD.
He is a Brookvllle boy, and be­

came one of Saint John's leading 
amateur champion speed skaters. Dur­
ing the early part of 1900, was going 
so fast that he was able to show the 
way to the best in the senior class. 
He made good in different parts of 
the Maritime provinces in skating 
meets and was successful in winning 
the Maritime championship in 1901, 
1902 and 1903. In addition to this he 
held the half mile record of 1,213-5 
until last season when It was beaten 
on the Victoria rink track by Charlie 
Gorman. Like the 220 and 440 yards 
records held' by Fred Logan for many 
years, this went by the board when 
Gorman took a try at them:

Bart Duffy’s brother Edward was 
also e very fast skater and won many 
races. These brothers, like the mem­
bers of the Breen family, acquired 
their skating ability on the Kennebeca-

s-tj Former Saint John Speeder 
Now Bostonian ; Sees Can­
adian Sports Boom There

I If Australia could be placed In the 
Atlantic Ocean It would fill up all the 
space between America and the British 
Isles.

: were
ft*

|liRED C BREEN, who won the championship of America from Hugh J. 
i McCormick in 1893, resides at the present time at Rothesay.

"It is passing strange,” said Progress at that time, "that the 
'Tstined to prove himself the superior of Hugh McCormick on the ice .V4< 

Jfctve been bom and bred in the same county, near the same river—the Kennt- 
eccasts—and within an hour’s sail or a half hour's skate of his opponent. It 
say be remembered that several other skaters of more than local repute have 
•tied from that section of Kings county which lies between Saint John and 

the Kennebeccasis river. Among them was the long distance skater, Nerval 
Braun, who did good work in the Victoria in his day. Then there was T ■«««»., 
who could hold his own among the boys, to say nothing of the famous "Pitt,” 
who was always in the race for fun or wind.

The first of the series of races for ~~
r Aeach ,rac? atld th'cl,*m; ,h»t he had made a mistake, being un-
blenship of America between Hugh J. 1er the impression that Breen had an- 
pKCormick and Fred C. Breen, came other lap to go, whereas as a matter 
riff in the Victoria rink on the night °\,/act- ,h* had completed his two 
^ March 15, 1892, in the presence of V th® proper ,i^
nearly 4,000 people. Breen wns the Mr. Bell decided Jhat the race be- 

ipner in the fastest time ever made longed to Breen by half a lap and 
'the rink and he fully justified all tb™ P°les and so awarded It
« „U „.«d, had dl-rf. u .«mV"’, td"^1 .sur,"

► merit as a wonder on skates, the rink well satisfied with the fine 
gen, beyond question, could have exhibition of speed skating. The time, 
Bted two miles several seconds fas- 6.148-4, was very fast, said to be thé 

’‘MME ter than he did as everyone who fastest two mile professional race 
Wtched him must have realized. skated up to that time in America.

The races had been the sole topic Joe Donoghue Had a record of 6.07, 
y of Conversation about the streets and but it was on a four lap track.

nearly all social gatherings for a Breen then #was 28 years old. He 
Ik or more, and it was not surpris- w«* hi the hands of Arthur McHugh 
that such uu unusual crowd should ** trainer. McCormick at the time 

* admission to the Victoria rink. this race was about 40 years old. 
*e doors were thrown open at T An account of this race concludes with 
lock, but at 6.80 o'clock the crowd j-h® statement that "The number of 
gan to gather, and when the dotrs McCormick’s friends in the rink might 
re opened there was a grand rush, be accounted for by his honesty and 
H directors had made excellent pro- straightforward dealing with every- 
10ns for preserving order, etc* but body. He was n^ver known to do a 
crowd was so great between 7 and mean act in connection with athletic 

o’clock that many persons were sports and his name is above reproach, 
injured at the entrance, and He bad hundreds of friends in the 

ladies fainted. Such a rush was "uk who, while believing that hie day 
never seen before at any ulace in this as an athlete had passed, had hoped 

t -city. All classes were represented, that he might win, in consequence of 
from judges on the bench down to his high and honorable record through- 
t&é ordinary laborer, and a better be- out the many years he had been in 
heved crowd, under all the circum- aquatic and skating races.”
Mflpces, could not be found any-

< r*
one men Each summer for seven years a negro 

preachers' institute has been held at 
Bettis Academy, tn the sandhill coun­
try of western South Carolina.

game, 
con-

can don his tubes 
some of the sprout-

Billy Merritt, a household word in 
Saint John 15 to 25 years ago, when 
there was a whole flock of skaters 
hereabouts, has Just rounded out his 
active skating career in Worcester, 
Mass* where he celebrated his fiftieth I 
birthday by taking part in Boston speed ■ 
events. At the present time no report 
of the outcome of these sports are at

■
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' HARTS'* "Starr” "Tube” Racer—$540

Speed Champions Choose14 Charlotte Street, 
Saint John, N. B.

A complete line of

| 40 ijjjj

It «
. vji 9 StarrSporting TogsK,

Picture showsi—Left to right, F red Logan, speedy Saint John skater; 
Jee Page of Montreel and Bart Duff y, very fast man on akatee some years 
âgo. The pieture was taken In Montreal In 1908.

Skatesfor the skating meet at the 
lowest prices in the city. THE Highest Awards have gone to “Star” Skates 

wherever they have been exhibited; they are the 
choice of speed champions and hockey players. You 
can almost pick out “Star” Skates by' the “ring” due 
to the high quality of steel employed. The keen blades 
of “Starr” Skates hold their edges and are full of life. 
The heavy nickel plating and high polish of “Starr” 
Skates give them a finish that is exceptionally attrao

show what they can do for fear of 
finding their superiors. >

“No wonder then that Breen and, 
McCormiçk can skate. And yet 
strange to relate, Breen tells Progress 
that he can only remember one occa­
sion meeting McCormick on the river, 
and that was when they both skated 
.homeward in a storm from Rothesay. 
The home of the victorious skater is 
on Kennebeccasis Island, which lies 
off Moss Glen. His father is a farmer 
—but for the last two or three years 
Breen has not followed that

m; Hugh, thinks he has something of a 
wonder to develop, and those who 
have seen Breen in his private trials 
are more inclined to his view even 
than those who saw him beat Mc­
Cormick.

SPECIAL!: :Ï (•,*+*

B 'j
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McCormick are as friendly as two 
skating rivals could well be.

McCormick’s pluck.
"McHugh remarked admiringly of 

McCormick that he skated just the 
same when Breen passed him as he 
did throughout. He was all pluck and 
there was not an atom of let up about 
hlm. Hé spurted as long as he could 
and skated the race to the very end. 
Comparing Laidlaw’s race with that 
with McCormick, Breen said the lat­
ter was by far the hardest man to 
beat. Laidlaw tried to win in the first 
half mile and when he found he could 
not, he wâs done.

“Breen laughed when asked about 
Norway and Hagen, and said that de­
pended upon what his backers said.”

SO Pairs of Boys’ Lam- 
gaas at $1.49 Pr.

General dry fcoods, 
Ladies’, Men’s and 
Children’s wear at 

lowest prices.

LIGHT TRAINING.
“His training has not been hard— 

nothing like Fitzsimmons’ work when 
he trained for his fight—but just two 
ordinary skates of between 80 and 40 
minutes duration each day, morning 
and afternoon, and a thorough rub­
bing with alcohol and liniment after 
each. Good, wholesome, strong food 
and plenty of rest complete his pro­
gramme every 24 hours.

“Breen is apparently modest. Hs 
does ' not seem Inclined to talk about 
his victory. It was not won too 
easily he confesses, but he is confident 
that he is able to do better. He and

? s RSkates- slightly 
a few 1

occupa­
tion, but instead has worked in the 
city at the Wiggins Orphan Asylum. 
He is in his 23rd year, and when not 
in training weighs between 160 and 
170 pounds. At present he is under 
160, and as hard and muscular as he 
needs to be to get around the Vic­
toria rink 28 times in six minutes and 
14 seconds. His trainer, Arthur Mc-

*re popular the world over. Since their inception 59 
years ago, quality has always been uppermost Only 
the finest steel Is used and the most highly skilled 
workmen employed, which, with “Starr”HART’S'

■ :■ tempering
process, put “STARR” Skates in a class by them- 
selves. - - *

THEIR SECOND RACE.m BETTING BRISK.
3f For over a’ week the betting had 
«$een quite heavy for a local event and 
gbere is no doubt that fully $3,000 
^changed hands in the result Besides 
-Jhe stakes, Breen.got 60 per cent, of 

receipts. The loser got nothing. 
A few mhmtes after 8 o'clock a one 

mile amateur race was called, and 
Leaky, Breen and Irvine appeared for 

‘ é start. On the ninth lap Breen vat 
* ng and Irvine was second. Both 

but Breen was up before Irvine 
overtaken him. and he maintained 

— -his lead until the finish, winning in 
■*•38 Vi, with Irvine second.

The second race in the Breen-Mc-

tor $100 a side each race . and the 
championship of America. It resulted 
in another victory for Brten. There 
were at least 1,500 people present, and 
the great exhibition of speed skating 
for the first half mile delighted every­
body and created considerable en­
thusiasm, especially as the race up to 
» ,point wa* being skated for about 

all both men were worth. Breen, 
however, had the advantage by two 
seconds and both decreased their speed 
m the second half with the result that 
the time for the mile did not come up 
to the expectations of many. •

A few bets had been made that the 
raee would be skated in three min­
utes or less, and there is no doubt it 
would have been had it been neces- 
sary, but Breen had the race in.hand 
before the half mile was recorded, and 
it is presumed it was riot deemed ad­
visable to “let him out” too much. The 
j*® crowd of spectators were un- 
“cabtedly wjril pleased with what they

there-re away.
B. C. B. Boyd acted as referee and 

starter and George H. Snider, Peter 
Clinch and George M. Robertson, tlm- 
*”• °n the toss for choice of sides 
McCormick won and chose the south­
ern. On the skaters making their ap­
pearance they were loudly applauded.
After a few preliminary spins the men 
were sent off on tlfelr one mile contest 
for supremacy. McCormick got slight­
ly the better of the start, and the men 
struck a terrific pace, leaving little 
doubt In the minds of close spectators 
that it was for “blood,” and was to 
be won or lost in the first half mile..
For nearly three lepe McCormick had i 
a slight advantage and both were ap- !

fasse, maxmex. ^
The mile was finished by Breen In en and Breen recovered his lost ground ■ >T.

•-02 3-4, and by McCormick In 8.05 very rapidly, and by the time seven 1 3? 
with the former steadily increasing his leps (half a mile) were finished Mc- I 
lead. In the fourth lap of the second Cornjick was two seconds behind, the I 
mile, McCormick’s speed was decrees- time being: Breen 1.26; McCormick, I | 
ing and Breen came up on his heels 1*28» The second half Was somewhat j I 
amid wild scenes and great cheering. slow> but not too slow or one-sided to I 
The latter was sill, to all appearance, “use the spectators to lose interest I 
quite fresh and making no effort to ,n it. Both skated a good pace, but I 
maintain his position. On the twelfth Breen did not come within several I ■R 
lap McCormick put on speed, and seconds of what It was believed he'*
Breen responded with a magnificent was capable, for the good reason that 
çurt, passing Hugh amid rousing there was no necessity. The mile was 
cheers from his friends. He soon de- completed by Breen in 8.04 and by 
«eased his speed, however, satisfied, McCormick in 8.07. 
himself, with the advantage he had The time for the best half mile In 
gained in his brief spurt. He finished 8 covered rink then was 1.26, made by 
his two miles amid great excitement McCormick in 1888, in his one mile 
in 6.143-4. McCormick’s time being race with Frank Dowd. This time,
6.21. McCormick’s best previous rec- Breen equalled tijat night. The time 
ord was 6.28. for a mile in a covered rink was held

The crowd rushed on the- lee and by McCormick; 2.68. It was made five i 
for over an hour there was consider- years before In a five mile race 
•ble dispute as to who was entitled against Dowd. Donaghue had a rec­
to the race. Breen was seen to skate ord of 2.123-5 for a mile straightaway 
between two poles that marked the with the wind and Hagen of Norway 
bourse, toward the centre, and imme- had a mile record of 2.40 on a two- 
diately Mr. McLellan rushed up and lap track.
Started him again around the rink. In an article In Progress of that 
Breen, it was understood, thought he week it is commented on that it was 
had completed the two miles, while fitting that, when McCormick relin- 
*r. McLellan thought he had another quished his title It should go to one 
J*P 8°'. McCormick’s friends, see- almost a next-door neighbor, another 11 \ 
lug this, cheered him on and he in- man’of the Kennebecasls. It continues: iH F 
creased his speed but he did not gain “So Breen comes from a skatlne * 
enough to make up his lost ground. country where boys learn to glide

DECLARES FOR BREEN I the lce a,most as soon as they ___
walk, and where the tests of endur- i 

Mr. BeU declared the race in favor ance and speed are as frequent as they I 
cf Breen but afterwards received, a are severe in winter tlpic. It is not 
protest from McCormick, claiming that an unusual thing to find hundreds of 
Breen had left the track before the skaters on the river when the ice is 
two miles were finished and therefore good. Then there is fun. The speedi- 
should not be awarded the race. A est does not always come In ahead 
Conference was held at which the for his slow neighbor who has *he 
gorers and Judges were present A strength, muscle and wind, who 
O. Stevens, scorer for Breen, said that face the north blast without 
Just after his man had entered on his 
14th lap In the second mile, he skated 
between the poles and out again a 
Short distance beyond.

14 Charlotte Street
I ,

■
’Start" “Expert” Hockey—$K00 

GUARANTEE
All “Starr” Skates are guaranteed to be of highest 

quality workmanship. If any prove defective within 
one year from date of sale, return them to us and we 
will give you another pair free of cost

You’ll find a great variety of “Starr” Skates tor 
Speed, Hockey, Fancy and Pleasure, In

Sporting Department—Take the Elevator

THE MARITIMES 
LARGEST IMPORTER 
OF BRITISH GOALS

a
4

THE MAIN RACE.
S. The big event of the evening was 
«bexi: called on. After the course had 
3ieen measured, H. R. McLellan, rep­
resenting Breen, and George Smith,
tossed - 

‘Leila n

our

UNDER WOOD W. H. THORNE & CO., LTD.for choice of side and Mr. Mc- 
won. Breen appeared on the 

ice some minutes before McCormick 
and was given a grand reception. On 
McCormick’s appearance there 
perfect storm of applause from all 
sides of the rink which Hugh grace­
fully acknowledged. Some little time 
was taken up in arranging ail prelimi- 

. naries and about 9 o’clock the
went to their respective sides for thé 
ÿrord from Referee C. W. Bell, 
f The word “go” was given in a clear 
ÿolce and the men were off at about 
jan even start. For about two laps 
the race appeared to be slightly in 
WeCormick’s favor, but on the fourth 
it was clearly noticeable that Breen 
was gaining on his opponent and the 
half mile (seven laps) was skated in 
1.29. with Breen in the lead. In the 
twelfth lap, Breen had one-quarter of 
a lap advantage and was skating well 

t within himself, while McCormick was 
showing unmistakable signs of fa- 
tigue.

RAILWAY AND WATER SERVICE ?.
Store Hours«—*30 to * Close at I on Saturdays,The Machine of Champions lwas a

t

WINNER■

'’Of All International Speed Contests 

Speed—Accuracy—Durability—Service COHSUMERS COAL CO.men jl

UNITED TYPEWRITER CO., LTD.
All Principal Cities LIMITED

SAINT JOHN, NEW BRUNSWICK56 Prince Wm. St. Saint John, N. B.
Geo. H. Peacock, Manager.
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The City of Saint John
Requests Your Presence!
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i You are invited to visit our city during the
'4 V

WORLD’S CHAMPIONSHIP SKATING MEET 
JANUARY 26-27-28

A
can i

, any sen­
sible diminution often proves his su­
perior in the race.

X
! y>/nv Come! Bring Your Friends and Families. You Will Thoroughly Enjoy the

BtiSeîeatomiuûî-
ALL IN THE SPORT.B. Stevens,

scorer for McCormick, said that when “When Sunday i. fin» n, • Breen skated between the poles he had is g„„d every Mir o" skât« th®
•cored 26 laps and that just as Me- country i« out .a the
McCormick was about completing his to th?river for fîfn and ex"°c“ramî
Zt\:Ptiï,eiï0îïdCZT.Ct4°rirsëdn esseyof^«ttra0Lbt0aîked lb'

*«£ ^hekdneW that th= ra“ =ou.d the dayb^re' tha^comS? fft
‘,he^ ‘,wtCmwnts nnd Thb b"not Xa"gepoM'Flea7o'dth-re

•Iso the statement of Xr. M-Ldtani^ always ‘fast1 ’oasS who batata to 1

fj The City of Saint John./ >

W This Advertisement Authorized by the City Council of the City of Saint John.
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