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ORLD'S HISTORY RAGES |}

“ort Douaumont Unconfirmed: by the French Report

, Feb, 26—The tremen-
‘Sous German drive for Verdnn is con-

\inuing with undiminished fury.
Berlin today ‘claims the breaking of
M‘ of { forte by the
of Fort Douiaumont, four miles
northeast of Veraun.
' logs of this © ng fortifica-
is not admitted in to-
stateruent, which
3 the desperate
assaults the French have

_their tions. -

the German wing on the east
driving at Fort Douaumont
rotecting trenches the centra
crown prince’s forces has work-
 the Menss Valley until it is
ering at the ridge of La Cote Du
re, just south of Louvemont, and
four and a haif miles north of

fortress,
ong the Verdun front the Ger-
are hurling their ‘meh against
reich lines without regard to
Paris declares, the fighting

W particularly desperate in the re-
Sdon of Beaumont, almost directly

nts from various sources agrec
4ghting has been of . a degree
y. virtually unparalleled in
. ‘Especially is this true of the
Hilery work, -the Teutons having
wourht up many massive 12-inch and
Cinch guns from the Scrbian and
an campaigns and blasted out
ench positions with a pitiless
dment of high explosive shells
Jarge culibres. - b
in of shell fire in the Septem-
msive of theod allies t:'u“' at the
thout ‘precedent, t corres-
near the front declare that. it
ble in comparison with the de-
sjectiles which at present is
pured on the French trenches
d fortifications from the massed bat-
dof of the Gerrtnar;ls. o Siiy
. progress. of the rman drive
! wa«tgl.ted with intense interest
‘allied capitals. The latest Paris
reflected the opinion of mili-
' observers that the French lines
@ hoid until a counter offensive
teady to be launched. A London
ibateh said that further news of the
gation northeast of Verdun, where
Germans caim the capture of Fort
Bouaumont, was ° being anxiously
ted, as the strategic importance
€ this fort was recognized.
. | Late aidvices from.Albania, thru Ger-

man sources, predicted the early fail
of Durazzo, as the result of a defeat
of the italian and Albanian torc? oy

-| the Austrians.and Germans. The

ians were declared to be hurriedly em-
barking their troops from the port.

Claim Advances.

An official statement issued here to-
day says that considerable advances
have becn made east of the Mcuse, in
the region north of Verdun, in the
prusence of Emperor William. :

The wat office also announced the
captiure of the hills southwest of the
Village ¢! Louvemont, and the forti-
fied posilions to the east thereof.

Resistance of the French broke
down on the Woevre plain along the
entui¢c Mont to Marphoville, south o't.
the high road . from .Paris to Metz.
“We are -pursuing the retreating
enemy,” the statement says.

he French-forces..in .the Cham-
pagne have made an attack on the
German positions south of St. Marie-
a-Pyv. The war office statement to-
day says the French penetrated the
first German trenches over a distance
of about 250 .yards. :

The statement follows :

“Western front: On the night of
Feb. 5 an advance by a British de-
tachment €ast of Armentieres was re-
pulsed.

French Success.

“In #Ahe Champagne, the French
made an attack south of the St. Marie-
a-Py position, which we captured on
Feb. 12. They succeeded in penetrat-
ing pur first line trenches  over a
width of abonut 250 yards."

«East of the Meuse considerable ad-
vances were cmade _on the batt
in the ‘presence of the k(ng-ompefogi
Our brave troops gained possession
the hills southwest of the village of
Louvemont, #xnd the group of fortified
posittons situated to the east thereof.
In the fierce rush forward, Branden-
burg regiments pushed on as far as
the village and armored fort of Dou'-.
aumont, which they carried by -lt‘orm.

“In the plain of the Woevre the en-
emy's resigtance broke down. Along the
entire front as far as the neighborhood
of Marphovilte (Marcheville), to. the
south of the national high road from

(Continued on Page 12, Column 1).

THE WEEK’S EVENTS REVIEWED

BY W. H. STEWART.

Germans have forced on the French about five to eight miles

THE chief event of the past week is the great battle which the

north of Verdun, which
imong the most commonly
plorm, if the Germans can
flefensive lines which the

French have
Meross the roads and lanes leading south.

8 point for the opening of his oftensive, which

has variously supposed objectives,
accepted being the taking of Verdun by
burst thru the several strongly built

drawn in four or five ri‘bbons
The enemy in selecting
is hailed as.his ex-

geted spring oftensive on the western front, chose the easiest point

r his first attacks.

use and a stretch of

This point was ' ; :
front of eight miles, which being at right

on the eastern bank of the

yangles to the course of a river, is the hardest for any army to hold.

» - *

#“ *

g * ®
At least 300,000 troops were brought into the fight on Monday,

no fewer than seven army corps,

thrown against the defences of the

revealed by prisoners, being
The first

as
French on Tuesday.

notice of the beginning ef this battle was the commencing of a heavy
bombardment of the French positions with guns of heavy calibre.

he Germans at the first blow managed

to capture a wood which

futted into their lines in a salient, but tho the French were forced to

withdraw a little from other points, owing to. the
frenches, they were®able to do so in good order,

destruction of their
being well protected

by their artilicry, which drenched 4ny German ynits which attempted
W get near them with a shower of shells.

£

i kS *

The effect of the heavy bombardment has been to obliterate the
front line trenches and to bring the battle more into” a contest in the

open field.

This being a war of extermination, the French are not

battling so much as to hold 'a particular point here, or a particular
Pdint there; but to kill and maim as many Germans as they can. It

hinted fron? Paris that the Germans have been forced to begin this
fight for dynastic reason, tHe stock of the Hohenzollerns becoming

depressed on the German market of public opinion.

Paris is said

::bg‘. extremely confident and serene as'to the outcome and, indeed,
said to welcome the struggle as giving the French a chance to even

Up old scores with the enemy.

The only thing that is feared, and

that only slightly, is that the Germans will spring some form of sur-
Prise -in the way of scientific deviltry, but even this would probably
give them onlyathe first and second line of French positions, and they
Mve five other lines, stronger than the first yet to force before they
would be in a position to assault Verdun,

A L L

While the

German artillery keeps violently bombarding the

rench position on a front of eight miles, the French guns amply pay

(Continued on Page 11, Columns 3 and 4),

battle-front4.

GERMAN NEWSPAPERS ADMIT
TEUTONIC LOSSES ARE HEAVY

of fire.”

ZURICH, Feb. 26.—(Via London, 4.3¢ p.m.)—German newspapers re-
ceived here admit thai heavy losses are being sustained in the Verdun
offensive und warn ,the putlic against extravagant hopes. The Frank-
furter Zeitung declares that the German regiments are “fighting in a sea

TORONTO’S PERCENTAGE
' EXCEPTIONALLY HIGH

Twenty thousand Toronto candidates
for enlistment with various battalions
of infantry and other branches of the
Canadian expeditionary forces, have
been rejected at the different Toronto
recruiting depots as not up to the tests
since the war began. Added to the
men accepted for Toronto regiments, or
drafted off to Montreal, Ottawa and
Kingston, an aggregate is made of six-
ty thousand Toronto men, who have
offered to join the colors. This ex-
ceeds Toronto’s population of the full
half million. ' If the Dominion at large
had approximated Toronto’'s phenomen -
al zeal, and rushed to recruit, Canada
would have already . had | offers . for
overseas service from a -mildon men.
Toronto’'s example is being extolled in
British military journals.

Dr. H. Duuglas, V.C.,, who has been
made a C.M.G. by King George, is a
graduate of the med’s class of 1897 of
Queen's University. He won .the Vic-
toria Cross in South Africa for gallan-
try under, fire :as a surgeon with the
famous  Black Watch 62nd Highland-
‘ers. His recent recognition by . His

-reach home. I may say that I do not

Mujesty wasfor distinguished services
in Francé. A report is in circulation that
the Canadian Military Hospital Staff
at Cairo, Egypt, is likely to be trans-

ferred “shortly to the field of -
tions in northern France. o

Sapper H. Woolf, former]
Torongp Sunday World st#.it.};noi 122
ter just received from the Canadian
training camp, Shorncliffe, * England,
says: “I suppose you have heard of
the Dover raids that have taken place
on Dover and Ramsgate during the
last week-or s0. These two places are
in the same country asShorncliffe. The
day' before vesterday an unexploded
bomb was found at the latter. place.

“Today I was picked out for a draft
to proceed to France sometime next
month. The last two weeks ‘I have
been going to the rifle ranges at a place
called Hythe, to -get proficient in the
art of shooting;. this entails a daily
tramp of twelve miles, and you can bet
I am greatly fatigued by‘the time I

make a ‘bull’ every ghot I fire. It would

.Meuse.

. poth sides of the Meuse.

be ‘byl?’ for me to say I do.” -

PARS AEPORTS
SERMANATTACK
INSUECESSFUL

Teutons - Continuing V! iolent
" Onslaught, Regardless
" of Sacrifice.

BATTLE STILL RAGING

In Region of Beaumont it Has
Taken Most Sanguinary
Aspect. @

PARIS, Feb. 26, 2.35 p.m~—The Ger-
mans are continuing_their violent at-
tacks north of Verdum: without regard
to their gsacrifices, the'war office an-
fhiounced this afternoon.

The- German, attacks in the region
of Douaumont, east of the Meuse have
failed, the war office said, notwith-
standing repeated attacks and tre-
mendous slaughter.

The text of thé statement follows:

“The .fighting is still being carried
on bitterly in the region north of Ver-
dun, where the enemy continues his
efforts on the front to the east of the
After the last engagemeni our
troops retained thei itions in spite
of the repeated assaults of the enemy
which no longer gounts his sacrifices.

“Tn the region of Beaumont the bat-
tle which is still raging has taken on
a most sanguinary character. 4
_ “On the front of the Woevre the ad-
vance post which we held as lines of
observation . from Ornes to Henne-
mont sinee the battles of last year have
been attdicked by infantry forces from
Our artil-
lery on both right and left banks of
the river -replies without ceaging to
the bombardment of the gbgmy. Noth-
ing of importance has oéctirred on the
remainder .of . the fromt.” : ;

‘Events of the Week : : By

L';u Ekuce"‘ :

SHORTAGE N SERVANTS
MAKES women GooD
SWEEPERS

-

'l‘bRONfO WINS -

ONTARIO LLADIES '
TANKARD

WE RECOMUMEND THAY
AlL GERMANS BE KICKED

OUT OF OFFICAL JOBS

SPRIG AND

THE WAR ARE
(N A CLASS

THIS SPRIG

THE (ONTHS EVENT

YHE POInNT

YOUR WRITING 1S
COMING MORE TO

Bov

| GUESS weRe

THERE Foik
A WHILE

GERMANS SAY

CALDER KNEW SN
FT. DONAUMONT

ABOUT BRIBERY

SIS BAUNNER

Declar@ He Was Aware of it
Before Session of Nine-
teen- | hirteen.

GAPITULATED

One of Fortifications of Ver-
dun Four Miles East
of It.

mrrmo————

HE WARNED THEM OFF | LACKS CONFIRMATION

Asked Witness. and Grant
‘Waddell to Attempt Nothing
* . That Session.

L 4

REGINA, Sask, Feb. 26.—Before the
select committee investigating the
Bradshaw bribery charges this morn-
irg, Frank Brunner again took  the
stard, and testified that Hon. J. A.
Ca'der knew all .about the bribery in
1918, before the government introduc-
ed its liquor legislation, and wanted
Brunmer and Grant Wadell not to at-
tempt anything of that kind at that
session. Brunner also produced a list
of members of .the assembly marked
up, he said, by H. C. Pierce, member
for Waden into “0.K.,” “doubtful’”’ and
“no good.”

The mark *“O.K.” was  opposite
twenty names, mark for “doubtful”
opposite fifteen names, and mark “no
good,” that is, alleged, could not be
approached, ‘was opposite the names.
of nineteen. There are fifty-four
members in the legislature.

Brunner stated that'®, M. Anderson,
solicitor for the Licensed Victmallers’
Association, had told the executive of
that association when tHey first dis-
cussed plans for opposing, the asso-
clation should “get hold of good-mem- |
‘bers to look after thelr interests” and
of course they might have to pay them
a little for their trouble, R, J. Barry,
formerly Saskatoon, and George
Sharp of Gull Lake, also members of
the executive of the Licensed Victual-
lers’ Association, on the stand insist-
ed that they did not know when Brun-
ner and Peterson were given full power
to draw funds that such money was to
be used in bribing members,

GEN, SIR SAM HUGHES
*COING T0 THE FRONT

London Advices Say Gain is
Important if Report
: is True.

BERLIN, Feb. 26, via London, 11.51
am.—It is officially announced that
Fort Douaumont, one of the fortifica-
tions of Verdun, was taken by storm
yesterday afternoon and is now firmly
held by the Germans.

The official announcement is as fol-
lows: “The armored Fort Douaumont,
the northeastern corner pillar _ofsghe
permanent main fortifications of the

yvesterday by ‘the 24th Regiment of
Brandenburg Infantry and is now firm-
ly in German hands. -

"Fort Douaumont lies four miles
northeast of Verdun. .It is one of
nearly a score of forts circling V;r-
dun, and is situated just to the north

of the railroad running east from the
city to Metz.

Douvaumont- is one of a cluster of
seven forts® protecting Verdun from
the east. ¥Forts de Sauville, De Ta-
vannes and St. Michel, lie directly be-
Aween the pesition conquered by the
‘Germans and the City of Verdun.

The conguest of this fort was made
by the right wing of the huge attack-
ing drmy, which has scored the great-
est advance in 'theé assault on the
Freneh positions. Douaumont is some-
what to the east of what has hitherto
been the prineipal lire of progress,
being situated four miles: east of the
Meuse River. The maimn force of the
German attack as aindicated by the
previous official communications was
being exerted southward along the
Meuse. :

Important Achievement, :

The capture of Douaumont is the
most important achievement since the
inauguration of the German drive on
Verdun—an onslaught which for fury
and weight of men and guns has few
precedents in the war. The French
war office has expressed confidence
that, notwithstanding the admited great
strength of the German drive, Verdun
and its protecting fortresses would
be able to hold out. These positions
form what has been regarded as one
of the greatest strongholds of Europe.
It is the strongest fortress of France
and is of particular importance from
the fact that it offers direct communi-
cation with Paris; which is 150 miles
4 to the west.
therly point of the great French de-
fences against direct attacks from
German territory, the most southerly
being Belfort,” as between these two
points lies the stretch of frontier on
which Germany touches France.
France has other fortified points fur-
ther north, tho of minor importance,
as they were along the line of con-
tact with Belgium and Luxembourg,
The most important probably of these
latter was Mauburge, which was tak-
en by the Germans with, sacrifices to
them estimated at the time, i Sep-
tember, 1914, as _between 80,000 and
140,000. Since that date no important
tortress has fallen to the Germans on
the westein front. At the same period
a desperate effort was made to reduce
Verdun and some of the incidents of
the fighting which then occurred were
of a memorable character.

German Disappointment.,

During the siege of Fort Troyor,
near Verdun, in September, 1914, the
commander of the fort ceased to replv
to the bombardment. The Germans,
s was said, believing that the fort had
been evacuated, approached in order
to destroy a redoubt. The command -
er of the fort then set fire to two car-
loads of straw inside the structure and
the Germans, -convinced that their
shelis had started the fire, and that
they could easily take the place, ad-
vanced in close formation. The French
suddenly brought thelr machine guns
to bear with . a deadly fire and the
bodies of 7000 Germans were said to
have been abandoned on the slopes be-
u:-w Fort Troyon. %

LONDON, Feb. 26.—The only woril
conce.ning the German claim to tak-
ing the armored fortress of Douau-
mont, outside of Verdun, hru
German sources. ‘Further inf jon
in awaited anxiously, owing to r‘z
cognized strategic importance of this
f.rt, which is the base of solid fleld’
works on a line of hills 1000 feet high.
about six miles northeast of Verdun. '

The 1ast detalled information show-

Confidently Stated in Ottawa
That He is Making Prepara-
tions to Go.

'ORGANIZATION COMPLETE

Canadian Militia Department Now
in Position to Let Minister
Proceed to Europe.

.

By a Staff Reporter.

OTTAWA, Ont. Feb. 26.—It is stat-
ed confidentially in Ottawa that
General Sir Sam Hugnhes will be at
the battle front in the near future. The
minister of militia is non-communica-
tive on the subject, but it is learned
that preparations are being made for
his departure, and it is expected that
he will be in Flanders within tne next
two months, s

That General Hughes will take the

supreme command of the Canadian
troops at the front may be anticipated.
It is known that this has been his
heart’s desire since the war began, but
there was mammoth work to be done
in this country and it was felt by the
government that no one would do it
g0 well as the minister of militia. Ac-
cordingly he has stayed behind, but the
organization in Canada has now beéen
perfected and there is less reason for
preventing him going to the front than
there has been hitherto.
Call From Soidiers. - %
There has also been a loud call from
the so.diers at the front for General
Hughes to go over and lead them, and
it is unquestioned that his arrival on
the field of batfle will give general sat~
isfac.ion amonst the . troops. The
Canad.an soldier has a firm belief in
the mia.ster. There aré 50,000 Cana-
dian troops on the firing line and more
than that in England ready to cross
over to Flanders.
The bellef is that bthe allel:(sw on g;e
western front are about r to . 4
, ed the French holding lines 2% giiles
grl?n:geismmeme drive thru tne German beyond Douaumont, with his powerful
Gen. Hughes has firm confidence in, i‘éz;’;“;"l‘md .tts fleld works g\i‘_lerg
the abldty of the French to fefend The Pall Mall  Gazette says the
bl g ot quite ready Lo €XPress | g ongp are sustaining an assaul: equal
i y 80. : -
o doubt Senator Loughead will be |08 .0 ib-e.sily .u. noitest engage-

i 1 ments of the entire war.
%ot'mhg”n:;nli:te;u(;f)p? llitla while Gen.| "y, Wes:minster Gazette expresses
i il St confidence that the main fortress is

" SUNDAY WEATHER

¢ the effectiveness of the__Gem

i 4 : 1
Northwest winds; fair and colder. ?n subsequent operations,

stronghold of Verdun, was stormed -

Verdun marks the nor- °

impregnable. It predicts that the prin- |
cipal result of the German attack wilks
| be tremendous losses, which will crip#¢




