
104 SIR ISAAC BROCK

which ha. afforded u. a greater measure of peace and ««urity,
of wealth and .mprovement, than ewr yet fell to the lot ofMny people.

"In the name of my country, and by the arthority of my
government, I premie protection to your per«»,, property,and rights. Remain at your homes, purwe your peacefuland cuMomary avocations, raiw not your hands against
your brethren Many of your fathers fo«ght for the freedom
and independence which we now enjoy. Being diildren,
therefore, of the «ime family with us, and heirs to the same
heritage, the arrival of an army of friends must be hailedby you with a cordial welcome. You will be emancipated
Irom tyranny and oppression and restored to the dignified
station of freemen. Had 1 any douht of eventual success
I might ask your assistance, but I do not. I come preparcrl
for every contingency. I have a force which will look down
all opposition, and that force is but the ^.mguard of a much
greater. If, conttary to your own interests and the jus-
expectation of my country, you should take part in the
approaching contest, you will be considered and treated as
enemies, and the horrors and calamities of war will stalk
^efore you. If the barbarous and savage policy of Grea.
Britain be pursued, and the savages be let loose to murder
our citizens and butcher our women and cliildren, this war
will be a war of extermination. The first stroke of the
tomahawk, the first attempt with the scalping-k„ife, will be
the signal of one indiscriminate scene of des^jlation. .\o
white man found fighting by the side of an In.iian will betaken prisoner; instant destruction will be his lot If the
dictates of reason, duty, justice, and humanity cannot prevent
he employment of a force which respects no rights andknows no wrong, it will be prevented by a severe and relcnt-

1CS.S s> stem of retaliation.

"I doubt not your courage and firmness. I will not
doubt your attachment to liberty. If you tender >o„r


