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good manners
; ud the essence of good

manners .s to conceal . yawn. A yawn may
he defined as a silent yell The power which
the jroung pessimist of that time showed in
this direction would have astonished anyone
but him He yawned so wide as to swaUow
the world. He swallowed the world like an
unpleasant pill before retiring to an eternal
fe«t. Now the hst and best glory of Shaw
«• that in thb circles where this creature was
tound, he IS not He has not been killed (I
don t know exactly why), but he has actuallV
turned into a Shaw idealist. This is no ex-
aggeration. I meet men who, when I knew
them m 1898, were just a litde too lazy to
d«troy the universe. They are now con-
scious of not being quite worthy to aboUsh
some prison regulations. This destruction
and conversion seems to me the mark of
something actuaUy great. It is always great
to desteoy a type without destroying a man.
The followers of Shaw are optimists ; some
of them are so simple as even to use the
word. They are sometimes rather paUid op-
timists, frequently very worried optimise,
occasionally, to tcU the truth, rather cross
optimists

:
but they are not pessimists; they
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