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OBADIAH GORE.

Obadiah Gure, of Wyoniiiijj Valley, was born April 7, 1744. Died >rarch 22. 1821.
It \va.s he and his brother Daniel wlio tliscovered that Anthracite coal wonld burn,

and consequently made known its value. At the time it was known simply as
"black rock." The picture liere ^iveti is from a portrait taken at the time when
Obadiah Gore wa.s about thirty yeai-s of aee, or say at thL> tfme ol the American Revo-
lution. It is evident from his appearance that the old stock of settlei-s of the Wyoming
Valley were persons of refinement and culture. Daniel Gore had a residence three
miles north of Wilkes-Barre. then called Jacob's Plains. On a farm adjoining his to
the north was a bt'd of rock which came to the surface, and as stated oefore wa-s
known as black rock. A question arose us to whether it was a form of coal. It was
tried in tire places on wood tires and failefl to be of use. The (iures e.\perimented
with it in a blacksmith's forge and fully established tne possihility of its c<imbustion.


