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fissures and cracks, some of which furmcJ chasms of one
or two feet wide ; J)Ut as they are not uncommon, and the

doii;s easily leaj) over them, the fledge fbllowinj^ without
danger, they are terrible only to new comers.

As soon as the sun declined, the wind increased and
rose to a storm. The snow was driven ahout by whirl-

winds, both on the ice and from off the peaks of •the hii^h

mountains, and fdled the air. At the same time the swell

had increased so much, that its effects upon the ice

became very extraordinary and alarming, Ihe sledges?,

instead of gliding along .smoothly upon an even surface,

sometimes ran with violence after the dogs, and shortly

after seemed with difficulty to a.sccnd the rising hill : fur

tiie elasticity of so vast a body of ice, of many leagues

sfjuare, su])ported by a troubled sea, though in some places

three or four yards in thickness, would, in some degree,
occasion a motion not unlike that of a shcctof ])a])er ujien

the' surface of a ripplini.i- strcani. Noises were now like-

wise heard in many directions, like the rc])ort of cannon,
cwing to the bursting of the ice at some distance.

The ]:]squimaux drove with all haste towards the shore,

as it ]dainly ap})eared the ice would break, and disperse in

the open sea. When the sledges a]!proaclu'd the coast,

the prospect before them wus truly terrific. The ice,

liaving broken loose from the rocks, was forccfl up and
down, grinding and breaking into a thousand pieces against

the ])recipices, with a trcm.endoiis noise, which added to

the rairiuL:: of the wind, and the >\v^iv; driviu"- al out in the
air, nearly deprived the travellers of the power of hearing
and seeing anything distinctly.

To make the land at any i.. k, was now the only hope
left, but it ^vaswith the utuvo ;tdi:liculty th:' frichted do"-s

could be forced forward, the v. hole body of the ice sinking
frecpieiitly below the rocks, then rising above them. As
the only moment to land v, as tliat wdiea the ice gained tlic

level of the shore, the attemj.st was extremely nice and
hazardous. However, by God":i mercy, it succeeded ; both
sledges gained the shore, and vyere drawn up the beach,
thougli with much difficulty.

Tlic travellers had hardly time to rericctwith gratitude
to God for their safety, when that lart of the ice from
vjAiicii liicy iiau. lUril i:uA luudc i.»uuu. liicir iiuidiiiir, burs>l


