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was thut a railway botwonn EH(iifiniilt harb )f atil Naimhno, Van-
ooiivor Island, slionM b(i <;oinin(ui(!0(l as sooti as possiblo, and (!.)i>^-

plotod with all i)raoti(!al)l() dnsi)at,;!h; tlio iind that tlio survdys for tho
mainland lino should bo vigorously prusocuttsd; th(i Mrd that a waf,'-

gon-road and tolograph lino shouM bo oonstruotod inmiodiatoly alonj^
tho route of tho proixised railway; tho 4th that at hnwt two millions
of dollars should Ik; spent (ivory year within th(i Provin(u> of liritisli

Columbia from tho di,to wlicm tho surv(;ys whouM bo suHi uoutly ad-
vanced to admit of that (iX])ondituro on the construiition of tho rail-

way; and tho last that on or bisfon^ th(5 ;»lst of I)o(!oinbor, IHDO, the
whole lino from thv, T^aiulio to tlio present furthest wtsstorn point of
tho Cmalian railway system should bo (completed an 1 oi)on for traxf-

fie. Considering that ac^eording to the original contract tho. Pa(ufic
lliilway was to have boon (!orapletod in 1881, it will be g(!norally al-

lowed that those terms involve a very groat rohixation of tiu> bond on
the faith of which B/itish Columbia was tempted to enter tlui North
American Confederation. To a ctu'tain extcsnt, however, tho i)leas

advanced by Canada for tho non-fultilm(mt of her bargain were ad-
mitted to be reasonable. If u was "physically impracticable," as Mr.
Marikon/io urged, to constru(?t tho railway within tlui stipuhited term,
there was nothing more to bo said. No one in this country, nor, as
we boliovo, in British Columbia, had any idea of keeping Canada to
tho stri(;t letter of lier bond if the doing so involved tlio tu'ippling of
her own finances. It may be that the original (contract was some-
what rashly entered into, and that Canada, as young countries are
wont to do, promised more than she had any reasonable prospeiit of
performing. Tho construction of a railway from sea to sea upon
British territory, liowevcr important as a moans of welding the Do-
minion together, was not the only object to be considered. If in the
I)roceas of cementing the union we ruined its most important member,
the result could hardly be satisfactory from an Imperial point of
view. Justice and good policy alike demanded that the terms of the
contract of 1871 should bo lilierally interpreted—that Canada should
not bo asked to boar a burd(;n disproportionate to her strength—that
British Columbia should not bo forced into a premature deveh)pment
tit the expense of her neighbors. All these (Considerations we cannot
doubt were well weighed by Lord Carnarvon when he jiroposed the
compromise of 1874. What we have to complain of now is, that not
only have the terms even of that modified contract not been complied
with, but that no attempt whatever appears to have been made to
comply with them. While we find the Miickenzie Government ener-
getic enough in pushing forward public works Avithin those Provinces
where it is most essential that its political interest is to be maintained,
and prepared to enter into new engagements with the United States,
involving the expenditure of a large sum of money, we do not see any
sign whatever of a desire to comply with the terms of the Carnarvon
compromise. The pretence that the Dominion Upper House rejected
that compromise Mr. Mackenzie's own followers can scarcely regard
as serious. In the majority of two by which the bill was defeated
there were several of Mr, Mackenzie's own I'arty, inchiding one g<m-
tleman who had been only made a Senator a few weeks before upon his
nomination. It is difficult to believe that if the Ministry had been in


