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establishments of the mother country. Whoever courted popular
favor, gratified both himself and his hearers, by inveighing against
them

;
the public hatred, on the contrary, was the portion of tho

feeble party of the hierarchists, and such as favored En^rland Al'
thinp, particularly in New England, conspired to cherish the germs
of these propensities and opinions. The colonists had few books •

but the greater part of those, which were in the hands of all only
treated of political affairs, or transmitted the history of the persecu-
tions sustained by the Puritans, their ancestors. They found in theso
narratives, that, tormented in their ancient country on account oV
their pohtical and religious opinions, their ancestors had taken the
intrepid resolution of abandoning it, of traversing an immense ocean,
ol flying to the most distant, the most inhospitable regions, in order
to preserve the liberty of professing openly these cherished princi-
ptes

;
and that, to accomplish so generous a design, they had sacrifi-

ced all the accommodations and delights of the happy country whers
they had received birth and education. And what toils, what fatigues,
what perils, had they not encountered, upon these unknown and
savage shores ? All had opposed them ; their bodies had not been

ZrTl !V 1 r'^^T ^^"^^^ •" ^•"^^^' ^"d «f h^^t in sum-
mer, both intolerable in the dimate of America; the land chiefly
covered with forests, and little of it habitable, the soil reluctant, th^
air pestilential; an untiniely death had carried off most of the first
founders of the colony: those who had resisted the dimate and
survived the famine, to secure their infant establishment, had been
forced to combat the natives, a ferocious race, and become still more
terocious at seeing a foreign people, even whose existence they hadnever heard of, come to appropriate the country of which they hadso bng been the sole occupants and masters. The colonists, by their
^^.rtitude and courage, had gradually surmounted all these obstacles

;

which result, if on the one hand it secured them greater tranquillity
and improved their condition, on the other it gave them a betted
opinion of themselves, and inspired them with an elevation of senti-
ments, not often paralleled.

As the prosperous or adverse events which men have shared to-gether, and the recollections which attend them, have a singularendency to umte their minds, their affections and their sympathies

itol TT T^T'^ ""* ""'^ ^y '^' t'«« ^hi<^h reciprocally
ttach mdividuals of the same nation, from the identity of l4ua' e!of laws, of climate, and of customs, but also by those whi^resuh

:r-%T.PfTT ^" ^" ''' ''''^^' '^ which a p^opt
!. II...... Ihey offered to the worid an image of those congre^tionaof men, sul^oct not onlv to the general laws of the society^™


