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pcrsaad..!, was the abolitio.,

lur.ngtha reign of Napoleon, of the law of primo-el
'nture ami the adoption of the law of equal partibilTtyo lande I estates. [Jnder the operation of the last
in'.tioned law the great body of the people have,

beco! -o freenolders. It was their interest, therefore,
to c-ec.« and prevent civil war and all disorders which
^•ou ki put their property in jeopnrdy, as well as to re-
sist the cowardly. faithless,and murderless tyrant whowouH iiave reduced them to a dependence upon bis
arbitrary w,lL The world beheld their herioc defence
ot their rights and liberties with admiration ; but they
beheld them with still greater admiration conducting
to the borders of the kingdom in safety, the perfidu-

Z J^'^'cfy'^'
^'^'^J^'^t ^c^P«^ who had deluged the

I^aT ^ }'' '^''^'^'^ '^^^^ t'l^ '^^^od of his subjects,
and their dismissmg him with cool contempt. It wasd nation offreeholders, who exhibited this unparallel-
€d and glorious example. The lav. of equal division
ot intestate real estate, contributed in my opinion, to
th's extraordinary result. In order to show more
Clearly how little dependence can be placed on menWho are nor freeholders, whatever their wealth may
oe, I will read an extract from the writings of Adamomith:—
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'^''^ ^'"'^ '' "''''"'''^'' ^,'"'"y f-^untry by commoTce and manufac

W hin '^7 P^'^'^'"-:o»«/?'d uncertain poss^^sion, till eome part of it

A molh,r"rh *"»? ''''''•';'^' '" '^'^ [.er.nane... i.uprovement of L lands.

2ph» ^- 1'" «/'•ea^ "measure ii.d.ffHrent to him. from what
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'''y '"•'^'"^ ^'^^»«t ^^'i^' '»^'<« him re-

eXr m hi H 'f'-'^'
^' '' ^'^'"' "^*^^ 'he fic. of that conntrvr,

rolrn, n? K
"^' °' ^'" ?^'"^ improvement of lands. No vest.ge now

mS nr^K^ » ^'*''*^ "'*'^^"'' """^ '"''ive been puss.'ssed by the greater
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'" ^-'^ "hs^ure histories of tiie thirteenth

liltrj I T'^""''^'- ^^ '" '^^''" ""C n-tam where some of t!iem were

JiTn^uV^ "''If ^°7f "' ^"'"^^ '''^ L^*'" """''« ?'v'en to some at the

miniol /,?
^''"^'* ''"'^ bo^'innin? o*' the sixteenth centuries, greatly di-mnished the commerce and manufactures of the cities of Lo.nbanty and
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^''"^,\00"»^^nes still continue to bea.r.on;; tlie most populous and
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bescHliu-atcdm Europe. The evil wars of ^Nnder.. chased away the^eat Qommerce ot Antvverp, Ghent and Bru-.s. Dut Flanders stUl conti-nuts to be one ot the nohoet, boat cultivaled and most popnlo'js provinces


