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altogether too graphic ; and our companions could never afterwards
be got to entertain satisfactory notions of Canadian civilization.

But English roads were not much better a century ago. We
made a note once of John Moody's account of Lady Townley's
journey with her coach-and-four and large household to London,
from the veritable old-country York, in Sir John Vanbrugh's comedy
of the Provoked Husband, so perfect a parallel did it furnish to the
tra^^eller's experience here on Yonge Street on nis way from the
Canadian York to the Landing in stage-coach or farmer's waggon
in the olden time.

" Some impish trick or other," said John Moody, "plagued us
all the day long. Crack goes one thing : bounce goes another

:

Woa, says Roger—then sowse I we are all set fast in a slough.
Whaw, cries Miss : scream go the maids : and bawl just as thof
they were stuck : and so, mercy on us ! this was the trade from
morning to night."

The mode of extricating a vehicle from a slough or mudhole when
once in, may be gathered from a passage in McTaggart's " Three
Years in Canada," ii., 205. The time referred to is 1829 :

" There
are i^vr roads," McTaggart says, " and these are generally exces-
sively bad, and full of mudholes in which if a carriage fall, there is

great trouble to get it out again. The mail coaches or waggons
are often in this predicament, when the passengers instantly jump
off, and having stripped rails off the fence, they lift it up by sheer
force. Coming up brows they sometimes get in ; the horses are
then taken out, and yoked to the stern instead of the front ; and
it is drawn out backwards."

The country between York and Lake Huron was, as we have
already seen, first explored by Governor Simcoe in person, in 1793.
It was also immediately surveyed, and in some measure occupied :

and so early as 1794, we read in a Gazette the following notice :

I'
Surveyor-General's Office, Upper Canada, iSth July, 1794. Notice

is hereby given that ull persons who have obtained assignments
for land on Dundas Street, leading from the head of Burlington
Bay to the upper forks of the River Thames, and on Yonge Street
leading fro.n York to Lake Siiixoe, that unless a dwelling-house
shall be built on every lot under certificate of location, and the
same occupied within one year from the date jf their respective
assignments, such lots will be forfeited on the said Roads. D. W.
Smith, Acting Surveyor General."


