
20 LIFK IN THK CLKARINOS.

potiiulfl, and WJV3 l>roui,'lit all tlio svay fi-(»iM Spain, ^vad pur-

chased by tho voluntary donations of tho congregation. This

l)t'll is '•eniarkable for its fine tone, -wliicli can bo heard ciglit

miles into tho comitry, as far as the village of North[)ort, eleven

miles distant, on tho other side of tho bay. There is a Holomn

grandeur in tlio solitary voice of tho magnilicent bell, as it

booms across tho valley in which tho town lies, and reverberates

among tho distant woods and liills, •which him a very imposing

etlect.

A fow years ago tho mechanics in tho town entered into an

agreement that thoy would only work from six to six during tho

summer months, and from seven till tivo in tho winter, and they

offered to pay a certain sum to tho Catholic church for tolling

tho bell at tho said hours. Tho Catholic workmen who reside

in or near tho town, adhere strictly to this rule, and, if the

season is ever so pressing, they obstinately refuse to work before

or after the stated time. I have scon, on our own little farm,

tho mower lling down his scytho in tho swathe, and the harvest-

man his sickle in the ridge, tho moment the bell tolled for six.

In fact, the bell in this respect is looked upon as a great nui-

sance; and the farmers in tho country refuse to bo guided by it

in tho hours allotted for field labour; as they justly remark that

tho best time for hard work in a hot country is before six in the

morning, and after tho heat of the day in the evening.

When tho bell commences to toll there is a long j^auso be-

tween each of the first four strokes. This is to alloAV the pious

Catholic time for crossing himself and sa-ying a short prayer.

How much of tho ideal mingles with this worship ! No won-

der that tho Irish, who are such an imaginative people, should

cling to it with such veneration. Woidd any other creed suit

them as well ? It is a solemn thing to stop into their churches,

and witness tho intensity of their devotions. Reason never

raises a doubt to shako tho oneness of their faith. They receive

it on the credit of their priests, and their credulity is as boimd-

loss as their ignorance. Often have I asked tho poor Catholics

in my employ why such and such days were holy days ? They
could seldom tell me, but said that " the priest told them to keep

them holy, and to break them would be a deadly sin."

i

tlieyl

mysel

gcr o|

self

lias cl

whicll


