
74 Catbcbisu or RBucaoim Contbovxut

Our separated brethren have ocmteated thk prin-

ciple of ouTb, as thoui^ the Redemption which

ihey worship as we do, were not an immerue

indulgence granted to mankind through the meritt

ofim innocent God voluntarily immolatedfor im."(1)

Is it true that, with Catholics, "indulgences

are sold", according to the saying of Proteetants 7

This aspersion, as any other slander against

the Catholic belief,
proceeds either from ignorance

at from bad faith. Indulgences, being spiritual

boons or divine graces, can neither be bought nor

be sold, as there is no standard value between

spiritual riches and material currency as gold

and silver. Never are indulgences granted for

merely temporal considerations. Theymust relate

to thin^ spiritual though accidentally a te-nporal

consideration, as a subsidiary condition, alms

for Instance, may be mcluded.

Is it true that indulgences are but "an iuaite-

ment to crime, a permission granted beforehand

to sin again ?"

That is an infamous caliunny. In fact, indul-

gencescannotbegained by thosewho arein the state

(1) 8oirie$ tk St-Petenbourg, Xe ErUreHen.


