
Tlic ('ivtliolicH an- laip'ly In tln' majority in

tin- |>ntviiH'«' of (^iu'Imt, (.MiriNt'inDiitlv tin- mV"-

t<-;ii of Hepanitf ncIiooIm, in that provmet', in

ulniost futiri'ly in favor (if I'roli'xtantt wlio
arc Well natifticd with 't. Wlicn tlic tlfji--

Kittcx of \it'<\ l{i\«'r wi'tit to ()fta^^i(, a>^kin^! for

tlif fstaliliHlniK nt of a iirovmcc vhii'li wonld
covtT the wlioli' of tli<' North w •'ft, th<' major-
ity of the inhaltitants of tlit* intcndi'ii pro-

vinci' wcrr ('atliolio.wo it \vn». a priHif of k*'<hI-

will towards I'roti'stant-' on the |iivrt of tin-

frami'iH of the Hill of lii(^htH in axkini; for

wjiarate HrlicKilh, and if Uw majority luwl con-

iinncd to Im^ Catholic, thf old and iirw I'ro-

t«'ctant m'ttliTK wotdil find thr prosinion v»'rj'

wine and \»'ry <'<»ii\i'nl<)it, and no oni- wdidd
think of showt'riii;.' altMHc on ni<- or thoH«- who,
likf niVM'lf, think that what wa^ a>jr«f<l ou^lit

to In-" faithfully fMlln-r<-d to. Tlu' "I»on
t^ni.xotrH" in this niattcr arc not \vith h.m, and
I haKt«n to nay that y«>u arc not witli tlifni.

A nitkATKIl MAHVKU
Somt'tim) H it turns out that a jfrt'at.a k*"'""''

«T, th(^ jrrfaffwt inar\<l is nomarMJat all; such
iH tilt' i/aM; with lIu'oiH- r<'Si'alfdinth»' "S»in''of
till' loth itist. Hy thi' Ity, 1 Iioim- it in not the
iu!«'rtion of that marvel which lia,s choked the
journal juhi the djiy after it puMidied it. At
all eventc, here in the mar>'el e\pre.sHcd; your
bill uontaiiu'd in its 'JOth clatiKe; that there
should lie no increase in the tantf for threi-

years; "my Uill'as pulilished in the Kree Press
of the '_*7th iJecemlier, did not niention tlw
same demand, an<l vet the Act of Manitoba,
clause L'Tth pros idetf for it. There is the mar-
vel and hen- c'oumm my explanation, uhich is

\er^y simple. The sheet containin^f tlie 20th
article disappeared from tlie tiles which I have
in my posse.s.-ion, and that very likely, owiup
CO the little imjMirtancir [ attached io the de-
mand. I say I attached little in>j)ortancn to
the demaml because I knew that it had Wen
granted jirevious to the departure of the dele-
gates, and here is how 1 (u-ove it. On the Kith
of February, 1^70, Sir John A. Macdunald

wrote and i^iive me a letter in <)tt.Hwa. With
that letter, ai« I have already stated, I

«ucceedii| to determiii*' the delegates to pro-
ceed to the Capital of till' I>ominion. In the
same letter was the following paragraph :

"N'oii are authori/efl to state that the two
years, during which the prewnt farilT shall re

main undi>turl)e<l, will commence from the
tst .laniiary, 1H71, insteuil of last ilainiury, as
first pro|Hi>ed.'' (Ke|Kirt, page 1i).) In my
estimation the demand iNrame a useless one;
[ therefore attiK-hed less imiKirtanie to the
pa|>er which cont:une<l it, and very injudi-
ciously, it IS true, f lost sight of it.

Xow.iii turn, I will say, 'will any one in his

sense maintain'' that it is a nutrvel to lose in

the coiijsc nf 'JO years, a pii^i-e of paper which
contained a demaml aln-iuly gr:nited by an
oflicial diK-niin lit, under tlie signature of the
I'reiiiier of Canada when that document has
iM-en i«'iiited and reprinted again in the iilue

iMMiks. .\t all events, my omission is pmvid-
ed for by Kev. ,Mr. Kitihot's testimony anil in

his own notes, uhich I keep to the service of

anyone desiring to satisfy himself on tiuH

|M>int.

This explanation must dtR|M'l the inarveluuR
mist surrounding an omission of little

conseijuence. Tile history of Manitob:> would
be mon- in harinony with the brightn«-ss

of the atmosphere of our clear province
if it Vkiir. studied under its true light and out-
side of the dark cloud of prejudices tts) often
evhibited in lectures delivered before a largr
or iSmiill gathering of our Historical Society.
I venture this remark because I know that
you really love our country and its old
inhaiiitants, and that you li.sten with jileaKure

to unbiased iiiforii.ation and explanations.

In this conviction I remain, Sir,

Your obedient servant,

Ai.KX., Arch, op St. Bo.\ika<;k.

O. M. I.

.St. Boniface, l.'^.Tan., 1«(H).


