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along a broad ravine to the river, fighting

furiously as thoy went. Hy the time thev

had reached the tmttom, we had pretty well

disncrRcd them, and the old bull hobbled off

to lie down somewhere. One of his enemies
remained on the ground where we had firHt

Hred uixin them, and we Htopped there for a
short tune to cut fn»ni him some meat fr)r our
Hupper. Wo had neglected to Hecuro our
horneN, thinking it an uinieccsHary precaution

in their fatigued condition ; but our mule
took it into nin head to start, and away he
went, followed at full speed by the pack
liorHe, with all the baggage and inntrumenls

on his back. They were recovered and
brought back, after a chafie of a mile. For-

tunately, everything was well secured, no

that nothing, not even the barometer, was in

the least injured.

The sun was getting low, and some nar-

row lines of timl)er fcur or live mil<!3 distant

promised us a pleasunt ciiinp, where, with

plenty of wood for (ire, and comfortable shel-

ter, and rich grass for our animals, we should

find clear cool sprinifs, instead of the warm
water of the Platte. On our arrival, we
found the bod of a stroatn fifty to one hun-
dred feet wide, sunk soinn thirty feet below
the level of the prairie, w ith perpendicular

banks, bordered by n fringe of green cotton-

wootl, but not a drop of water. There were
several small forks to tlie stream, all in the

same condition With the e.vception of the

Platte bottom, the cotmtry seemed to be of a
clay formation, dry, and perfectly devoid of

any moisture, and baked hard by the sun.

Turning offtowards the river, we reached the

bank in about a mile, and were delighted to

find an old tree, with thick foliage and
spreading branches, where we encamped.
At sunset, the barometer was at 25.950,

thermometer 81°, with a strong wind fromS.
20® E., and the sky partially covered with
heavy masses of cloud, which settled a little

towards the horizon by 10 o'clock, leaving it

sufficiently clear for astronomical ob.=erva-

tions, which placed us in latitude 40° 33' 20",

and longitude 103" 30' 37".

July 8.—The morning was very pleasant.

The breeze was fresh from S. .50° E. with

few clouds; the barometer at o'clock stand-

itig at 25.970, and the thermometer at 70°.

Hiiicc leaving the forks, our route had p.issed

over a country alternately clay and sand,

each presenting the same naked waste. On
leaving camp this morning, we struck again

a sandy region, in which the vegetation ap-

peared somewhat more vigorous than that

which we had observed for tne last few days

;

and on the opposite side of the river were
some tolerably la'rge groves of timber.

Journeying along, we came suddenly upon
a place where the ground was covered with
horses' tracks, which had been made since

the rain, and indicated the immediate pros-

ence of Indians in our neighborhiuMl. The
bufrnio, too, which the day iHjforo had been so
numerous, were nowhere in sight—another
sure indication that there were |)eoplo near.

Riding on, wo discovered the carcass of a
butliilo recently killed—perhaps the day be-

fore. We scanned the horizon carefully

with the glass, but no living object was to be
seen. For the ne.vt mile or two, the ground
was dotted with biitfilo carcasses, which
showed tliat the Indians had made a surround
here, ami were in considerable force. We
went on quickly and cautiously, keening the
river lK)ftom, and carefully avoiding liio hills ;

but we met with no interruption, and began
(o grow careless again. We had already
lost one of our horses, niid here Rasii's mule
sh ,»e(l Hyinptoms of <.'iving out, and finally
refused toadvanc-\lMing what the Canadians
call r^N//. lie therefore dismounted, and
drove her along before him; but this was a
very slow way of travelling. We hsd inad-
verteiitly got about half a mile in advance,
but our Cheyennes, who were generally a
mile or two iii the rear, remained with him.
There were some dark-looking objects among
tlie hills, about two miles to f lie left, here low
and undulating, which wo had seen for a
little time, and supposed to lie buffalo coming
in to water: but, happening to lookliehind.
Maxwell saw the Cheyennes whipping up
furiously, and another glance at the dark
objects showed them at once to bo Indians
coming up at speed.

Had we been well mounted, and disen-
cumbered of instruments, we might have set
them at defiance ; but as it was, we were
fairly caught. It was too late to rejoin our
friends, and we endeavored to gain a clump
of timber about half a mile ahead; but the
instruments and the tired state of our horses
did not allow us to go faster than a steady
canter, and they were gaining on us fast.

At first, they did not appear to be more than
fiileen or twenty in numlwr, but group afler
group darted into view at the top of the hills,

until all the little eminences seemed in mo-
tion, and, in a few minutes from the time
they were first discovered, two or three hun-
dred, naked to the breech cloth, were sweep-
ing across the prairie. In a few hundred
yards we discovered that the timber we were
endeavoring to make was on the opposite

side of the river ; and before we could reach
the bunk, down came the Indians upon us.

I am inclined to think that in a few sec-

onds more the leading man, and perhapa
some of his companions, would have rolled

in the dust ; for we had jerked the coven
from our guns, and our fingers were on the

triggers; men in such cases generally act

from instinct, and a charge from three hun-
dred naked savages is a circumstance not


