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aider the matter. The few who have openly allied themselvcfl with

the Imperial Federation movement are not men occupying very

prominent positions in the world of practical politics. The political

leaders have studiously avoided saying anything beyond tho merest,

generalities. Sir John A. IMacdonald has said some pleasant and

excessively loyal things in London before tho league, but ho haj;

declared with emphasis before the Canadian people that he was u

" home-ruler up to the hilt." Sir Hector Langevin, a prominent

French Canndian in Sir John's government, has, within a year,

denounced and repudiated any suggestion of any scheme of Imperial

Federation. It seems to be understood that the French popula-

tion of Quebec will resist any proposal in tho direction of fede-

ration en manse, and if this bo so then an almost insuperable

barrier blocks the scheme. At present the French population un-

doubtedly holds the balance of power, and it would bo impossible, at

this time, for any government to live in Canada which had the whole

phalanx of the French representatives against it. If Imperial Federa-

tion were submitted to the people at the polls it would have no moro

chance of being carried than annexation, though it might, perhaps,

get more votes. It has not yet been seriously considered. It is

altogether likely it will be, and probably the question will have to be

fought out. It is by no means certain that Imperial Federation

would ever become a practical question from any innate sense of its

necessity or desirability on tho part of the Canadian people. It is

probable they would drift into some other idea if left to themselves.

But it is almost impossible to believe that British statesmen will not

some day wake very seriously to the problem, " What is to become of

the Colonial Empire ? " Lord Rosebery thinks it is worth while to

consider the question now, and he seems to be not very far away from

an influential place in the government of the Empire. Any day may
bring forth an event which will fix attention on the whole sub-

ject. The Australian provinces may very soon accomplish a union

of the whole island-continent. Then may be heard the muttering

of the independence idea. It is already heard in Canada, and is

likely to be heard more distinctly each year ; Lord Salisbury is

inclined to give but little heed to the Colonial question. But a

Government may appear in England at any time which will be more

disposed to recognise the vital importance of settling the problem of

the numerous growing English communities the world over, and

determining what relations they are ultimately to hold to the parent

State. If this should come to pass, then the question might be forced

upon the attention of the Canadian people, as part of a general

imperial policy—forced, of course, only in the sense of a friendly

proposal to consider the question in relation to the general strength

and consolidation of the empire. In such a case the matter would

be sure to be considered and fought out. That it would meet with
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