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.affairs appertaining, in any way, to possessions in this country, andy

it in bclievod, was acted upon and sanctioned, not only by the treaty

of 1763, but, in some measure, by that of Utrecht, in 1713.

Spain, by virtue of her original discovery, and nctual settlement in

Mexico, together with her title to Louisiana, claimed the Pacific

coast of North America, as high up as the sixtieth degree of north

latitude; and, to enforce her claim, in the year 1789, sent a ship of

war up the coast to capture, or drive from those waters, several Eng-
lish vessels fitted out in the East Indies by English merchants, upon
their own authority, and at their own risk, to trade with the natives

in that quarter. This service was performed by Martinetz, of his

catholic majesty's navy; and, in the year 1790, became the subjoct

of a message from the British king to his Parliament; although much
debate ensued, and some resentment expressed towards Spain for

her treatment of the British subjects who were made prisoners, yet

no claim was alleged on the part of England to territory there. Great
Britain, in the course of that transaction, seems to have recognized

the claim of Spain, and was willing to treat for the enjoyment of

privileges on that coast, which she obtained, and was, by stipula-

tions, invested with the farther right to fish even as low down as the

gulf of California.

The Spanish monarch, being in possession of tlie French title, re-

gardless of that which the United States had obtained, according to

the mode last adopted, felt great confidence in his negotiations with

the British government, in the year 1790. But the territory, the

title to which gave that confidence, has since, by tlie treaty of Paris,

come i
•" "repossession of the United States, and it is believed the

treaty < Ildefonso confirmed to France the full extent ofboundary
originally claimed, Spain taking no notice of the original error, if

any existed. *

Under this view of the case, the United States, being possessed of

the title of France, and, by a just application of the law of nations,

that of Spain too, if she ever had any, leaves them the undisputed

sovereignty of that coast, from the sixtieth degree of north latitude

down to thirty-six, which is believed to be the situatitm of the moun-
tains of Mexico, alluded to in all the authors and charts before re-

ferred to. If, however, there should remain a doubt, that doubt is

relieved by a reference to the subordinate principle recognized by
the treaties of Utrecht and of Paris, in 1763. When we know that

all the formalities deemed necessary in the possession of a newly dis-

covered country have been complied with on the part of the United

States; that, . in the year 1785-6, an establishment was made at the

mouth of the Columbia river, by Mr. Hendricks, the full and entire

benefit of whose courage, enterprize, and success, results to this Un-
ion; and at a later day, in 1805, Messrs. Lewis & Clark, in execut-

ing the desires of this government, again visited the Columbia and

the western ocean, twelve miles from which they built Fort Clotsop,

yet to be seen; these establishments made by the United States, not

so near the settlements of California as manifestly to cncroacli.upon
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