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who still remained in health, and when summoned to their

duly, they declared themselves incapable of any fiirther exer-

tions. They impatiently expected death, which appeared in-

evitable, to deliver them from their inisery.

During several days the vessel remained without a steersman^

and as if motionh'ss on the water ; or if she liad any movement,

she received it only from the impulse of the winds and waves,

to which she was consigned. It would have been in vain to re-

S(irt to vigorous measures with a crew driven to despair. In

til is extremity Waxel adopted a more prudent method, spoke

with kindness to the seamen, exhorting them not to despair en-

tirely of the assistance of the Almighty, and rather to make a

last effort for their common deliverance, which was perhaps

much nearer than they expected. With this kind of language,

hv persuaded them to keep on deck, and work the ship as long

as they weiv able.

Such was the dismal situation of the crew, when on the 4lh

of November, they again began to sail westward, without know-
ing either in what latitude they were, or at whut distance from

KiimtscluUka. They knew, however, that it was only by steer-

ing west, they could hope to re ach that country. What was
the joy of the Russians, when about eight in the morning, they

discovered land

!

At tliis so much wished for sight, the seamen mustered up
the little strength they had left. They endeavwured to ap-

proach it, but it was still at a great distance, for they could only

perceive the snow-covered summits of the mountains ; and when
they had come pretty near it, night arrived. The oflficers judged
It-prudent to stand off, in order not to risk the loss of the ship.

The next morning the greatest part of the rigging on the star-

board side of the vessel was found broken to pieces. Nothing
more was necessary to render their misfortunes complete.

Wax(l having made his report of this new disaster to thecom-
iJnodore, received orders to assemble all the ofTicers, and to con-
•ult with them what was best to be done. A counr il was ac-
cordingly held. 11iey considered the danger to which they
were all exposed in a crazy ship, which it was no longer pos-
sible to navigate. They knew that the cordage which yet
remained whole, was as much worn as that wiiich had
broken, as the rigging was heard snapping every moment, and
even during the time of their diliberation. T\\q water dimi-

^nished everyday, and the sickness grew worse ; they had before
"uffcrcd from the rain, but they now felt antch grcata iucon-
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